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Seed Potato Certification

3asis
EU Directive 2002/56/EC
SI No. 532 of 2011
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Seed Potato Multiplication Process
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Main DAFM Activities

ning crops and leaf sampli

of tubers after harvest

and labelling of certified seed

ing samples of seed tubers in trial plots (post control
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Crop Inspection

3 Crop Inspections:
1st Inspection - Plants close to or meeting in rows
(Verification of crop details, virus, groundkeepers ,etc)

2nd Tnspection — At or about flower bud stage
(Purity and disease status)

3'd Inspection — Pre-dessication
(Further disease development, remaining rogues)
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Tuber Inspection and Sealing
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Crop Inspection Tolerances

Faults/Diseases PBTC Pre Basic Super Elite
1to4 1to3

Purity 0.05% 0.05% 0.10%

Leafroll and [ i 0.01% 0.10% 0.40%

severe mosaic
virus

Mild mosaic virus Nil
Total virus Nil
Blackleg Nil

Dickeya species  Nil
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New Legislation

Harmonised nomenclature
Minimum standards for seed potatoes

Directive 2013/63/EU

(Minimum conditions for seed potatoes and lots of seed potatoes)

Directive 2014/20/EU

(Determining Union grades of basic and certified seed potatoes and
conditions applicable to such grades)

Directive 2014/21/EU

(Determining minimum conditions and Union grades for pre-basic seed
potatoes)
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New Union Grade System

_ o “

Current grade PB SE E H

New grade

Marketing will be restricted as follows:

- For seed production, potatoes that fulfil the conditions for Union Grades S and SE

- For potato production, potatoes that fulfil the conditions for Union Grades S, SE and E
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SE Grade (up to field genera
E Grade (up to field generatic

aximum of 7 generations is allowed
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Union Grade Crop Tolerances

Crop Tolerances PBTC PB S SE E
Not true to type 0 0.01 0.1 0.1 0.1
Blackleg 0 0 0.1 0.5 1.0

Virus 0 0.1 0.2 0.5 0.8

- Standards for the lowest basic Grade E are the same as the current Class H Grade

- Relaxation of virus tolerances across all grades

- Virus is counted as a single fault rather than severe mosaic, mild mosaic and leafroll
- There is now a tolerance for virus at the PB Category

- Tightening of blackleg tolerance at Grade S (compared to the current Class SE)

- Purity has been set at a uniform level of 0.1% for Basic

- There is now a tolerance of 0.01% for purity in Pre-Basic
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Additional Voluntary Standards

Crop PBTC
Tolerances

Total Virus

Xk

PVA, PVY, PLRV

** Applies for production within Ireland only and not for marketing

,@\\\.‘, Agriculture
\ ’.I Food and the Marine

Tanlmhau)chta
Bia agus Mara




Union Grade Lot Tolerances
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Plant Health Requirements

Seed Potatoes (Miscellaneous Provisions) Order 2010

‘To protect the health status of Irish potato crops and
ensure traceability in the event of a disease outbreak’

- Notification of imports (>10kg)

- Planting of seed restricted to certified pre-basic or basic seed potatoes
or one year’s progeny of such potatoes, provided the direct progeny was
grown by themselves

- Retain official labels as well as a sales note, delivery note, invoice or
similar documents for at least two years
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Record Keeping

Registration of Potato Growers and Potato Packers Regulations 2001

Seed potatoes for planting

(Quantity and date acquired as well as variety, class,
grower’s number and country of origin)

Seed and ware potatoes grown
(Area planted and yield of each variety grown)

Sales

(Quantity, sale date and purchaser name and address for
each variety sold)
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