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Study Rationale 

• Food Harvest 2020 & Food Wise 2025 both identified nutrient 
management as an area which needs to be improved 
 

• Doherty, 2015 and Ryan, 2016 completed pieces of work 
relating to NMP online. The problem now is we have the tool 
(NMP online), how do we get the best out of it? 
 



Research Questions  
Farmer 
1. How good is their understanding of a NMP? 
2. Are there things in NMP’s they could use but 

don’t understand? 
3. What would help them understand their NMP’s? 
4. How could it be presented in a way farmers 

understand more? 
5. What will it take to make farmers take it 

seriously? 
6. Do different farmer types have different needs, 

understanding etc of NMPs? 
7. Can farmers be engaged through using the system 

themselves? 
8. Should farmers have access to their NMP at 

critical decision points? i.e. purchasing fertiliser 
 

Advisor 
1. What are advisors attitudes and opinions 

towards NMP Online? 
2. What improvements can be made to the 

Nutrient Management Planning process to 
increase its usage and implementation?  

3. What communication tools are needed by 
advisors and the system to increase usage of 
NMP’s? 
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Study Method and Population 

Qualitative Research 
Methods 

Interview (2) Farmer Users (2) 

Focus Group (7) 

Advisors (4) ACA, Teagasc Dairy, 
Drystock and Tillage 

Farmers (3) 
Tillage/Compliance, 
Dairy/Derogation, 

Drystock/GLAS 
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Implications for AKIS 

 
• If we improve the system, we should improve NMP’s produced 

and nutrient management overall 
 

• Proposals for NMP Online system development 



Thank you for listening 
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