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Project Aims

To work with farmers to design and trial a
locally adapted results-based scheme for the
Irish Midland Landscape

— Design a scheme that will incentivise improved

management of habitats on peat soils,

benefitting climate, biodiversity and water
— Reward farmers for maintaining and improving
the local environment
Increase awareness of the importance of
raised bog habitats and the sustainable use

of peatland soils in these areas.
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Results-Based Approach

Payment level
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Quality Score

Payments are linked to the nature quality of your farm. Higher Nature Quality = Higher
Payment Level Each plot (Field) is scored out of 10 using a scorecard that captures
high and low quality which reflect past and current management.




Scoring

RESULTS

Low quality PAYMENT loderate quality High quality
(Score 0-3) (TR (Score 4-6) (Score 7-10)
€0 - €75/ha AU 150 - €250/ha € 300 - €450 /ha

Adjustment)

Supporting
Actions
Payment

Farmer




“Score cards

| Habitat Scorecard

Peaty Wet Grassland

FF Farmer |D: Drate: Toral Score: ____ 100
Plot Mumber: Surveyor: L

{to b umed on all grasslands on,or partly on, peat solls
{=wan IF thay are rabwet) and dlso orwat grasslands on non-pest sollsy

Ozird & the comect soore. - @
In Turlough: fas (] Nao O
Deminant Soil Type: Peat () Mineral ()

Dominanc Hablar Type:
Marsh () Fen () Wet Grassland () Improved Agricultural Grassland ()

A Ecological Integrity

Tick the pos it Irdicabars that ooeur.

1. Badstraws fzrmally and s 12, 9Marsh Cinquafall e 13, Salfsal or Bugls e
Stikchwerts o o )
2. BirdsFoot Trafol ' 13.9Mamsh Marigeld @) 24. ®Sphagnum or Branchad '®)
(Commen & Graskar) - - mosses -
A Danvilsbit Smblous Oy 14, ®Marsh Panrywork 'S 25. Sorral 'S
b bt (Sheap ar Commany bt
4 Eysbrights ally O 15. *Marsh Thistle or '®) 26 Tormertil Commen & ()
- Maadow Thistla - Englishj -
5% Farget-me-nots (all) 'S 16.9Mo adowswost 'S T.5Umbels large (Angelica, ()
- - Valsrian, Hogessd) -
&Hsathars fall), il cover () 7. *Mints (allj or 'S 18, Umbels small (Figr, ()
In grassland habime<25% Purpls Locsastrifa - Yamow & Wild camrety -
7. Knapwoods (Comman & () 18. Orchids fally ®) 19, Vetchagwotchlings O
Graabary - - -
B.Lady"s Martle L‘, 19 Oe-ay o dalbsy :_-\ 30.Violabs (alb, Harsbell :_-\
9.9Lady s Smock O 20.*Raggad robin O 31, “fallow Flagyiris) O
10 7L camor Spearwort ] 21.Rushwe smallwoodrush, "__", 32, Yellowwr-rattla {3
- spika rush, haath nushy - —
1.2Louseworts (Comman & () 22. *Sadges {dl) O 32 Yallow compeaibes (Cats ()
Marsh) ; - Ears, Hawhwesds, Hawkbits,
Goake-beard) not dandalion.
Hew maryy posithos Indicators prasant in the plot?
low 0- & madium 5 - & high®-12 wvary high »12
a 3 5 10
‘What 15 tha combined cower of positva spackas throughout: te plot?
Loves: Positiva Modamta: Pesitiva High: Positivae Wary highia numbar
indicators notvary indicatars swary indicater svary aF pasitiva indicatars
wisibla erd hard ks Fow staps. stap. vary srap.
Find.
[i] 3 3 10

Section A — Ecological Integrity

— Number and % cover of positive
indicator species

— % cover of negative indicator species
— Quality of vegetation structure
Section B — Hydrology
— Presence of wetland indicator species
— Functionality of drainage features
— Water level in drains
Section C — Damaging Activities

— E.g. burning, bare soil and erosion, turf
cutting



Payments to Farmers

RESULTS-BASED PAYMENT TOTAL PAYMENTS
RATES

3 years 3 years
* Max. payment: €9,100 * Max. payment: €11,686
 Min. payment: €39 (€800)  Min. payment: €39 (€800)

* Average annual payment: €1,927 * Average payment: €2,442
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Case Study A




Case Study B




Estimating Area Rewet

@ Cilonboley Dams
Depression anaylsis (cm)
B o -o2s
I o25-05
[ Jos-o7s
[ ]>o07s

RPS Depression Model indicates 0.8ha will be rewetted
FarmPEAT Team estimate indicates 1.2ha will be rewetted

Based on 7 farmers undertaking drain management, FarmPEAT Team estimates a total of
7harewet.




Payments to Farmers

PEAT RESTORATION TRAINING PAYMENT
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Farmer A = 1.20ha = €900
Farmer B = 0.24ha = €400
Farmer C = 0.21ha = €400







Carbon Storage in Intact Raised Bogs with >4.5m depth of peat
vs the Amazon Rainforest

carbon stored (tons C/ha)
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Amazon rainforest Irish intact raised bogs

>4.5m depth of peat
( P peat) (Connolly, 2021)



Knowledge Exchange — Key Messages

Every 20cm increase
In the watertable on
peat solls reduces
emissions by 6 tons
CO2 eqg/halyr

50cm




Monument at Portlaoise Junction of M7, Co. Laois,
Ireland

Exposed to the oxygen in the
air, the carbon-rich turf dried
out and decomposed,

eventually disappearing from
view, having been converted to
gases and water.

1997 - 2020
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| A Bottom-Up Approach.

Feedback from Farmers

* Flexibility

Personal interaction and relationships

Learning from each other and from
FarmPEAT

Voluntary actions

Sufficiently incentivised

Long term commitment










Thank You!

https://www.youtube.com/@
FarmPEATproject

Twitter: @farmpeatproject
FarmPEAT
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Facebook: @FarmPEAT

www.farmpeat.ie

Linkedin:
https://www.linkedin.com/comp
any/farmpeat-project/

info@farmpeat.ie

An Roinn Talmhaiochta,
Bia agus Mara

Department of Agriculture,
Food and the Marine

European Union
European Structural
and Investment Funds

The FarmPEAT project is an EIP (European Innovation Partnership) project being administered by Nature Based Agri Solutions Ltd. The
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Project is funded by the EU Recovery Instrument Funding under the Rural Development Programme 2014-2022.
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