€a5ascC |

Farming for
Water Quality

Agmicvrture avo Foon DeveLorsest Avtaorrmy

Combining Catchment Science & Agricultural Advice
to Improve Local Water Quality

Cathal Somers (Teagasc ASSAP Advisor Waterford)
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Collaboration & Funding
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Collaboration with Philip (LAWPRO)

Clociagn {Portaw)
Clodiagh (Portlaw)
Priority Area for Action Desk Study
(AFA0048)
Philip Murphy

15/10/2018
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Farmers Meeting

Local water quality

* Learn from each other

 Support and engagement

« Farmers are very
interested in meeting the
lad that hangs around
bridges
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Science, Advice and the Farmer

Cathal Somers, Teagasc (086 3614691) Andrew Geraghty, Glanbia (086 0364499)

Trust & build relationship

« Feedback loop (LAWPRO)
« Targeted approach

Box clever - limited resources
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Referrals from LAWPRO

Recommended actions

Observations
Slightly elevated DO in summer sample

— indicating presence of macroalgae growth Referral for this location is connected to Site 002 and 003

"‘* V, Lol W R e : o » upstream
Presence of macroalgal erowth 250 1Gw DU ReTerral to ASSAP to look tor evigence ol nuuicins gollution nearby, farmyards
vbserved in winter season or cattle access
Presence of macroalgal growth and Referral to ASSAP, cattle access and drinking points were observed here and
considerable low DO observed in winter are possible sources of nutrient pollution which may have led to the algal
season growth. Investigate if these pressures can be addressed.
Considerably low LU, aind z2ma macroalgal Referral to ASSAP, predominantly agricultural land 1ic2 i suirounding area,
growth upstream inveslgdle i tere is d nuiient punuains scurce unstream of this tributary

onitori Road drains and sediment run off from f
M n r ng oad drains and sediment run off from farm Referral to ASSAP, investigate farm roadway for sediment runoff
poin.l.s roadway
Seairient Referral to ASSAP, rule out sediment fram farmc slo50 s tributary
Fish Barrier Submit information for IFl about fish barrier and risk to FPM
1.5 km _ ‘
| I
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Farmers addressing issues in referral areas
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rs Finding Solutions
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Break the Pathway
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Plan for Each Farmer

Winter barley (consider alternatives to ploughing)
to reduce sediment loss

Critical source area (CSA),
has potential for losses
here to drain (no slurry in
narrow section of field)

Leave good
riparian margin
when ploughing
in corner (3m)

N

High potential for overland flow to enter

Clean drain here and river here (also indicated on EPA delivery Please no:re ThlS. IS an example
divert farm road run flow path/point map). Plant trees in corner (noT n CIOdIGgh PAA)

off into field away and fence off to break pathway
from drain
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The advice & implementation

« Up to 45 farm assessments carried out in the Clodiagh PAA

« Each farmer has advice and a plan

« All issues found relating to referrals addressed

« 93% engagement
e Total number of risks identified - 330

Issues Assessment

Total No of Issues identified 330
Risk Category 1 (High) 227 69%
Rislk Category 2 (Moderate] 44 13%
Rislk Caftegory 3 (Low] o4 18%
Action Agreed 300 91%
Action Not Agreed 32 10%
Unassigned -2 -1%
I—— I ——
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Average number of Issues per farm

825



Good work in the Area
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What Issues Were Found?
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What Actions are Recommended In the Area?
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The Cloglagh_010 Catchment
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River Suir project to investigate
threatened species — call for Citizen

Scientists
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Friends of
Clodiagh (Ann
Phelan, Communit
ater Officer)
Paul Carroll - loca
Pear| Mussel
project
(Waterford CoCo
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Thankyou
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Working together
towards a common goal

The scientist, the advisor &
most importantly the Farmer




