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Farm Details 

• 97 ha –fragmented 

• Farm system 

• Mixed enterprise system – Sheep and beef 

• 320 ewes + replacement ewe lambs 

• Targeting 400 ewes lambing 

• Replacement ewe lambs bred within flock 

• Ewes lamb from early March onwards 

• Changed from lambing in late January 

 

 

Farm Plan 

 1. Breeding 

 Increasing ewe flock numbers  

 Increase ewe output – more prolific sires  

 Belclare genetics 

 Expanding shed space to allow for bigger numbers lambing 

  2. Grassland  

 Address soil fertility issues 

 Improve grazing infrastructure – permanent and temporary divisions 

 Grass measuring and budgeting – using Pasturebase Ireland (see below) 

 3. Flock Health 

 Dosing to FECPAK results – suspected resistance issues 

 Close the flock to reduce risk buying in disease (except rams) 

 Lameness issues being addressed 

Flock Performance 

Table 1. Performance of the mature ewes in the mid-season flock for 2019, 2021 & 2023 

 2019 2021 2023 

Ewes joined 173 277 314 

Litter size 1.6 1.7 1.7 

Ewes lambed (%) 97 90 87 

Lambs reared per ewe joined 1.4 1.4 1.3 
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 Focused on improving output, building ewe numbers  and stabilising breed profile 

– Target to wean in excess of 1.6 lambs weaned per ewe joined in mid-season flock 

– Maximise contribution of grazed grass in the lambs’ diet 

 

Table 2. Lamb performance to date for lambs reared by mature ewes. 

Litter Size 
Birth Wt.  

(kg) 
7 Week Weight 

(kg) 
14 Week 

Weight (kg) 
ADG 0-14 

weeks (g/day) 

Singles 6.7 19.7 29.7 235 

Twins 5.3 17.4 26.8 218 

Triplets* 4.7 15.0 25.9 216 

*Small numbers treat with caution 

Lameness 
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Ewe NCT + BCS 
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Ram NCT 
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