
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lowland Sheep Farm Walk 

September 7th 2023 

Farm of Eddie Gavin 

Fenniscourt, Co. Carlow 
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Farm Details 

• Mid-season lambing flock run alongside beef and tillage enterprises 

• 44 Ha of grazing ground  

• 34 Ha of tillage ground 

• 11 Ha winter Barley, 23 Ha Spring 

• Somewhat fragmented farm 

• Mixed beef and sheep farm  

• 250 breeding ewes lambing from March 1st  

• 70 replacement ewes 

• 30 spring born dairy calves purchased yearly and sold at 18-24 month 

 

 

Farm Plan 

Focused on: 

1. Grassland management  

Improve grass utilisation 

Grass measuring and budgeting 

Clover incorporation 

2. Flock management –Adjust system to suit farm 

 Better integration of tillage and grazing system 

 Move all lambing to mid-season 

 Lamb finishing strategies 

 Introduce store lambs finishing system 

3. Flock Health 

 Anthelmintic challenges 

 Lameness 

 Mineral nutrition 

4. Stabilising breeding policy 

 Identify best breeds for system 

 Close flock – breed own replacement females 
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Flock Performance 

Table 1. Performance of the mature ewes in the mid-season flock for 2022 & 2023 

 2022 2023 

Ewes joined 250 269 

Litter size 1.9 1.8 

Ewes lambed (%) 92 91 

Lambs reared per ewe joined 1.6 1.4 
 

 Focused on improving output and stabilising breed profile 

 Target litter size of 2.0 lambs per ewe 

 Flock health issues hampered performance this year 

 Housing restrictions mean ewe numbers will most likely stay around current number 

 

Table 2. Lamb performance to date for lambs reared by mature ewes. 

Litter Size 
Birth Wt.  

(kg) 
7 Week Weight 

(kg) 
14 Week 

Weight (kg) 
ADG 0-14 

weeks (g/day) 

Singles 5.4 19.1 30.8 260 

Twins 4.7 17.5 29.7 254 

Triplets* 4.3 17.2 29.3 255 

 

• Heavier lambs have been separated and are being offered concentrates at grass 

• Remaining lambs on grass will be drafted into ‘finishing group as they get heavier 

• Forage crops sown currently are also option for some of own lambs + store lambs later in 

the autumn/winter 
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Flock Health 
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Forage Crops 
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