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Pasturebase Ireland Grass Growth 2023 - 2020
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Total grass growth 2023: 6,515 kg DM/ha 

(5,529 grazed + 986 silage)



Dairy and Drystock Growth (kg DM/ha/day)
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2022 2021 2023 PBI Grass Demand

Grass Demand compared to Growth Rate



Completed Covers Per week
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Teagasc Fodder Survey Jun 2023

 Approx. 500 herds completed nationally

 Sample distributed by region, scale, enterprise 

 Silage stocks measured

 Projected demand calculated based on planned stock

 Data  and calculations completed in PBI
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Summary Survey Results after 1st cut

Enterprise Region Winter Fodder Balance %

Dairy Overall Target after first cuts 70%

Dairy Midlands North East 74%

Dairy North West 68%

Dairy South East 71%

Dairy South West 75%

Drystock Overall target after first cuts 75-80%

Drystock Midlands North East 82%

Drystock North West 82%

Drystock South East 80%

Drystock South West 83%
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:  

 Midlands/North East: Cavan, Dublin, Kildare, Laois, Longford, Louth, Meath, 

Monaghan, Offaly, Westmeath 

 South East: Carlow, Kilkenny, Tipperary, Waterford, Wexford, Wicklow 

 South West: Clare, Cork, Kerry, Limerick 

 North West: Donegal, Galway, Leitrim, Mayo, Roscommon, Sligo 
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• Charts show distribution of dairy and drystock herds based on % of silage stocks on hand
• 15% of herds (approx.) have <40% of silage stocks made after first cut
• Focus required to bring these herds to 100% by early September  

Summary Results after 1st cut
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PBI Interface 



Summary 
 Current/cumulative pasture growth relatively normal. Focus should turn 

to building grass covers over next weeks

 Winter feed stocks largely on target (provided normal second cut and 
autumn weather)

• No systems or regional differences

 Around 15% of herds <40% of winter feed in stock

• Assess current farm situation – feeds on hand, planned stock, planned second cuts

• Cash budget to account for potential cost of extra feed

• Plan for earlier offloading of non-productive stock

• Take out any surplus grass as bales asap to correct quality

• Build grass covers from mid August

• Longer term, review whole farm stocking rate

• Teagasc advisers available to discuss all these issues/options
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