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Genetics for the Future

Define the

system

Look at cow

traits

Improve

through sires

Making a breeding plan in 3 steps

 What is your market?

 What type of animal do
you need to produce?

 What traits do you need
to produce these animals

 What are the strengths
and weaknesses of your
breeding females?

 Where do you need to
improve?

 Sire selection is critical.

 Sires should be
genetically superior to
females.

 Sire could be 50% of
genetics of a calf crop.
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Future Beef

Wesley

Browne
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Future Beef

 Full time farmer

 90 spring calving cows

 Finishing bulls
 15.3 months
 386Kg
 U= 3=

 Selling replacement heifers

System
58ha, in 4 blocks, Monaghan, Co. Monaghan

- 4/5-star heifers
- Right size
- Right colour
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Future Beef
Focus Areas

 Profitability – max output with minimum cost

 Calf per cow per year

 Calving at 24 months

 Heavy weanling

 200-day weights
 Bulls 273Kg
 Heifers 254Kg

 Reduce age at finish

 Meet factory specifications

 Meet farmer requirements with heifers

 Manage labour input

ManagementGenetics
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Future Beef

Carcass 21Kg

Milk 5.5kg

Calving interval +0.08days

Herd Replacement Index €113

200 day weight - Milk

Smaller cow – same carcass weight

Hybrid Vigour

Earlier finish
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Past Stock Bulls

Terminal Index €176

Carcass 37.7Kg

Conformation  2.65 scale

Milk 2.3Kg

Calving interval  +2.53 days

Calving difficulty   8.1/3.3%

Replacement Index €204

Carcass 21.3Kg

Conformation 1.39

Milk 7.5Kg

Calving interval -6.4days

Calving Difficulty 6.3/3.2%

LM0940 SA1124

Replacement Index €163

Carcass 29.3Kg

Conformation  1.52 scale

Milk 10.5kg

Calving interval -2.09days

Calving difficulty  9.3/4.0%

SI474
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Current Stock Bulls

Replacement Index €163

Carcass 29.3Kg

Conformation  1.52 scale

Milk 10.5kg

Calving interval -2.09days

Calving difficulty – 9.3/4.0%

Replacement Index €128

Carcass 23.5Kg

Conformation 0.61

Milk 13kg

Calving interval -1.93days

Age at finish -20.28days

SI474

 Priority is Terminal traits
for new bull

 A number of bulls
earmarked in upcoming
sales.

AA1922
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Current Stock Bulls
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Future Beef

Trevor

Boland
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Future Beef

 Part-time farmer

 50 Autumn calving cows
 August to October

 Selling all males starting in
July – 500kgs at 12 months

 Sells surplus heifers
1.5-2 years

 Buying cattle for summer
grazing

 Calf per cow per year

 Calving at 24 months

 100% AI

System
Farming 46.88ha in 5 blocks in Dromard, Co. Sligo.
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Future Beef

Management Genetics

Focus Areas

 Profitability – max output with minimum cost

 Heavy saleable weanling Bulls & Heifers

 200-day weights
 Bulls 275Kg
 Heifers 252Kg

 Manage labour input – Part Time

 Ease of calving

 Shorter calving spread

 Shorter breeding season



Labour – Calving ease & Reduce the
calving spread

Heavier weanlings

Increase carcass – maintain milk

Balance replacement with terminal for
saleable weanling
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Future Beef

Replacement Index €135

Carcass 16Kg

Milk 6.6kg

Calving interval -2.16days
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Past Sires

Replacement Index €152

Carcass 28.4Kg

Conformation  2.43 scale

Milk  0.20Kg

Calving interval - 0.80ays

Calving difficulty   6.0/2.6%

Replacement Index €183

Carcass 8.8Kg

Conformation 0.77

Milk 4.0Kg

Calving interval -7.45days

Calving Difficulty 4.9/2.3 %

Ewdendale Ivor –
LM2014

Dalriada Red Perfection –
AA4752

Replacement Index €225

Carcass 19.8Kg

Conformation  1.23 scale

Milk 8.2kg

Calving interval -2.62days

Calving difficulty  5.7/2.2%

Highfield Odran –SA2153
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Future Sires

Terminal Index €152

Carcass 42.2 Kg

Conformation  2.26 scale

Calving difficulty   9.0/4.9%

Rep Index €184 - Term Index €194

Carcass 38.2Kg

Conformation 2.71

Milk 4.3Kg

Calving interval 1.44days

Calving Difficulty 6.8/3.0 %

Lapon – CH4321 Drumline S LM9577

Rep Index €141 - Term Index €127

Carcass 34.3Kg

Conformation  2.0 scale

Milk – 5.3kg

Calving interval -8.8 days

Calving difficulty  9.1/4.2%

Pottlereagh Mark CH4160
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Future Beef

Questions
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