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Teagasc Future Beef Programme 

The aim of Future Beef is to demonstrate to beef farmers how they can produce a quality product as 

efficiently as possible to make beef farming more profitable while also making it more 

environmentally and socially sustainable. Future Beef farmers are also participants in the Signpost 

Programme. 

The whole programme hinges on our network of 21 demonstration farms. All our farmers have a 

very positive attitude towards suckler farming. They are willing to take on new technologies and 

develop efficiencies to improve profitability and reduce the negative effects of agriculture on the 

environment around them. 

Key objectives: 

 Create more sustainable and profitable farms 

 Reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) & ammonia emissions 

 Improve water quality 

 Improve biodiversity 

We will achieve this by focussing on reducing inputs and the costs of production while increasing the 

performance of every animal on the farm.  
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Dosing for Parasites 
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Example: Beef HealthCheck reports on ICBF 
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Drench testing to check if an anthelmintic is effective in cattle  

A drench test involves doing a faecal egg count before and after dosing to check if the wormer is 

effective. Consult your vet or advisor to assist in interpreting the results and discussing control 

measures. A more detailed faecal egg count reduction test on individual samples may be needed.  

  

1. Select 10-15 animals at random   
2. Place a mark or record tag numbers to identify these animals  
3. Collect individual dung samples and send to the lab for a pooled faecal egg count test, the 

lab will mix the samples together for one test and result (individual testing will give more 
accurate results but a pooled test is more cost effective) 

o Hold animals in a clean pen where possible and allow 1-2 hours for the animals to 
defecate. Alternately, to obtain freshly fallen samples, approaching a group of 
resting animals will often encourage them to pass faeces as they walk away. Dung 
must be fresh (warm). Eggs in older dung may have hatched or dried out giving 
inaccurate results.  

4. Dose animals with the chosen wormer on the same day or within 1-2 days of the initial 
sample  

a. Calibrate dosing equipment, measure that the equipment is giving the expected 
volume  

b. Dose according to the heaviest animal in a similar sized group   
c. Ensure all animals are dosed correctly following the manufacturer’s instructions  

Retest the same animals by faecal sampling as above 10-14 days after dosing 
Results will be given in eggs per gram (epg) and the reduction in egg count is compared from one 
sample to the next.  

 Calculate the percentage reduction as follows:  

(Egg count Test1 - Egg count Test2) x 100  

Egg count Test1  

• Greater than 95% reduction = product working effectively  

• Less than 95% reduction = product not working effectively  

 The initial egg count would need to be in excess of 200 epg to draw conclusions regarding 

product efficacy, if the first count is lower repeat at the next dosing interval rather than doing a 

second test.  
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Drystock Dosing Chart – Sample Products 

Prices from Agridirect online Sept 2024 
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Housing Environment 
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ASSAP and Farming for Water EIP 

The Agricultural Sustainability Support and Advisory Programme or ASSAP is a 

free and confidential advisory service for farmers in priority areas for action. The aim of the 

programme is to support farmers to implement actions on their farms to help improve 

water quality.  

In Ireland all water policy and management is led by the Water Framework Directive (WFD) 

and under this, the country has been set a target of achieving ‘good status’ for all its waters. 

However, despite a lot of good work over the last 20-30 years we are falling short in 

achieving this target and water quality has remained mainly static with no significant 

improvement being recorded. 

As a result, the Government is adopting a more collaborative approach to facilitate 

improvements in water quality. The EPA has identified priority catchments or ‘areas for 

action’ across the country where the status of the water is at risk of falling from a range of 

both agricultural and non-agricultural pressures. 

In these priority areas, ASSAP is focused on addressing agricultural pressures and is made up 

of scientists that will assess the streams, and advisors who will work closely with farmers. 

Where an agricultural pressure is identified the farmers in the area receive the offer of a 

free farm visit from an ASSAP advisor. The purpose of the visit is to meet with the farmer 

and assess the farm for any potential issues that may be having an effect on the water 

quality in the local catchment. 

Support from the farming organisations for the programme is very strong and this is vital in 

communicating and informing farmers about the programme and its key messages. Funding 

and collaboration with other bodies including DAFM, DHLGH, LAWPRO and Dairy 

Sustainability Ireland. 

The new Farming for Water EIP is a European Innovation Partnership (EIP) which will 

provide €50 million to some 15,000 farmers up to the end of 2027 to implement a range of 

measures designed to help improve water quality. It may provide funding for measures such 

as stream fencing, alternative water supply, nose pumps, solar pumps, fenced margins, 

riparian buffer zones, hedge and tree planting etc., for farms within Priority Areas for 

Action. There are over 40 measures to choose from which include completing a rainwater 

management plan, a farmer training course and a Nutrient Management Plan. 

This grant aid is targeted to specific Priority Areas for Action (PAAs). Farmers will be 

consulted by their ASSAP advisor, and informed as to how best to approach the measures to 

be taken on their lands, before making the straight-forward application and availing of the 

grants.  

https://www.epa.ie/
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/
https://www.housing.gov.ie/
http://watersandcommunities.ie/
https://www.dairyindustryireland.com/
https://www.dairyindustryireland.com/
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Farming for Water EIP is a collaborative approach between the Department of Agriculture, 

Food and the Marine (DAFM) with the Department of Housing, Local Government and 

Heritage (DHLGH) in partnership with industry. The DAFM, will provide funding of €50 

million for participating farmers, co-funded by the National Exchequer and the EU under the 

Common Agricultural Policy.  

The DHLGH will provide administrative support and funding of €10 million. The Water EIP 

project, which will run until the end of 2027, has been awarded to the Local Authority 

Waters Programme (LAWPRO). 

 

Application Process 

• A targeted approach. First preference given to Tier 1 farms- Farms previously 

assessed by ASSAP advisors. To restore water quality to good status. Tier 2 - Farms in 

a 3rd Cycle PAA, or in a catchment with a community-led water quality initiative and 

identified by EPA/ Local Authority as water bodies for nutrient/ sediment/ pesticide 

measures. There is a Tier 3 and Tier 4 category also. The ASSAP advisor will 

determine the tier the farm is in. 

• Applications to the Farming for Water EIP are to be submitted to the Water EIP 

Project Team by the ASSAP advisor. Applications are free and farmers can make 

more than one application. 

• Every application must include a fully completed and signed application form along 

with a copy of bank header details for payment of measures.  

• The application will detail each individual measure. However, farmers can make 

more than 1 application over the lifetime of the project.  

• The Applicant must be actively farming the land for the duration of the EIP plan. 

• No work should commence until the EIP Project team have given written approval to 

the applicant. 

• Each measure can be paid individually once they are installed and validated. 

• Payment frequency will be monthly and will be made by Tipperary County Council. 

• Annual payments will be issued 12 months from validation of application and yearly  

thereafter.  Annual Payments require an annual Geotagged Photo  

You can check out the water quality status of your local waterbody on www.catchments.ie   

For more information you can contact me:  Sinéad Devaney, ASSAP Advisor Teagasc, Deerpark, 

Ballinasloe, Co. Galway H53HX21 Phone 0909642456 or (087) 2229634, Email 

sinead.devaney@teagasc.ie 

http://www.catchments.ie/
mailto:sinead.devaney@teagasc.ie
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Winter Nutrition 
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Vaccinations 
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Health & Safety Winter Checks on Drystock Farms 
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Notes Page 

 AHI have a list of all the products available to control parasites – just google AHI 

Listing of products available in Ireland for parasite control in cattle 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


