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Example: Beef HealthCheck reports on ICBF 
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Drench testing to check if an anthelmintic is effective in cattle  

  

A drench test involves doing a faecal egg count before and after dosing to check if the wormer is 

effective. Consult your vet or advisor to assist in interpreting the results and discussing control 

measures. A more detailed faecal egg count reduction test on individual samples may be needed.  

  

1. Select 10-15 animals at random   
2. Place a mark or record tag numbers to identify these animals  
3. Collect individual dung samples and send to the lab for a pooled faecal egg count test, the 

lab will mix the samples together for one test and result (individual testing will give more 
accurate results but a pooled test is more cost effective) 

o Hold animals in a clean pen where possible and allow 1-2 hours for the animals to 
defecate. Alternately, to obtain freshly fallen samples, approaching a group of 
resting animals will often encourage them to pass faeces as they walk away. Dung 
must be fresh (warm). Eggs in older dung may have hatched or dried out giving 
inaccurate results.  

4. Dose animals with the chosen wormer on the same day or within 1-2 days of the initial 
sample  

a. Calibrate dosing equipment, measure that the equipment is giving the expected 
volume  

b. Dose according to the heaviest animal in a similar sized group   
c. Ensure all animals are dosed correctly following the manufacturer’s instructions  

Retest the same animals by faecal sampling as above 10-14 days after dosing 
Results will be given in eggs per gram (epg) and the reduction in egg count is compared from one 
sample to the next.  

 Calculate the percentage reduction as follows:  

(Egg count Test1 - Egg count Test2) x 100  

Egg count Test1  

• Greater than 95% reduction = product working effectively  

• Less than 95% reduction = product not working effectively  

 The initial egg count would need to be in excess of 200 epg to draw conclusions regarding 

product efficacy, if the first count is lower repeat at the next dosing interval rather than doing a 

second test.  
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Notes Page 

Targeted Advisory Service on Animal Health (TASAH), a Parasite Control TASAH 

consult, between trained veterinary practitioners and their clients 

Google – AHI TASAH programme – closing date October 31st this year 

 

AHI have a list of all the products available to control parasites – just google AHI 

Listing of products available in Ireland for parasite control in cattle 2023 
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