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Teagasc Future Beef Programme 

The aim of Future Beef is to demonstrate to beef farmers how they can produce a quality product as 

efficiently as possible to make beef farming more profitable while also making it more 

environmentally and socially sustainable. Future Beef farmers are also participants in the Signpost 

Programme. 

The whole programme hinges on our network of 21 demonstration farms. All our farmers have a 

very positive attitude towards suckler farming. They are willing to take on new technologies and 

develop efficiencies to improve profitability and reduce the negative effects of agriculture on the 

environment around them. 

Key objectives: 

 Create more sustainable and profitable farms 

 Reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) & ammonia emissions 

 Improve water quality 

 Improve biodiversity 

We will achieve this by focussing on reducing inputs and the costs of production while increasing the 

performance of every animal on the farm.  
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Ruairi’s Farm Overview 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farm System 

 Farming 37.9 ha part time in 2 main 

blocks 

 23.86 ha permanent grassland 

 6.86 ha extensively grazed pasture 

 44 spring calving cows 

 Charolais stock bull, heifers AI’d 

 Finishing 16 bulls under 16 months of 

age 

 Heifers & bullocks sold as stores 

 Breeding own/buying in replacements 

 Carbon footprint: 12.07 kg CO2 eq. per 

kg of beef (2023) 

Performance YTD 

 200 day weights 

 Heifers 1.1 kg/day (267kg) 

 Bulls 1.14 kg/day (280) 

 365 day calving interval 

 0.96 calves per cow per year 
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Dosing for Parasites 
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Example: Beef HealthCheck reports on ICBF 
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Drench testing to check if an anthelmintic is effective in cattle  

A drench test involves doing a faecal egg count before and after dosing to check if the wormer is 

effective. Consult your vet or advisor to assist in interpreting the results and discussing control 

measures. A more detailed faecal egg count reduction test on individual samples may be needed.  

  

1. Select 10-15 animals at random   
2. Place a mark or record tag numbers to identify these animals  
3. Collect individual dung samples and send to the lab for a pooled faecal egg count test, the 

lab will mix the samples together for one test and result (individual testing will give more 
accurate results but a pooled test is more cost effective) 

o Hold animals in a clean pen where possible and allow 1-2 hours for the animals to 
defecate. Alternately, to obtain freshly fallen samples, approaching a group of 
resting animals will often encourage them to pass faeces as they walk away. Dung 
must be fresh (warm). Eggs in older dung may have hatched or dried out giving 
inaccurate results.  

4. Dose animals with the chosen wormer on the same day or within 1-2 days of the initial 
sample  

a. Calibrate dosing equipment, measure that the equipment is giving the expected 
volume  

b. Dose according to the heaviest animal in a similar sized group   
c. Ensure all animals are dosed correctly following the manufacturer’s instructions  

Retest the same animals by faecal sampling as above 10-14 days after dosing 
Results will be given in eggs per gram (epg) and the reduction in egg count is compared from one 
sample to the next.  

 Calculate the percentage reduction as follows:  

(Egg count Test1 - Egg count Test2) x 100  

Egg count Test1  

• Greater than 95% reduction = product working effectively  

• Less than 95% reduction = product not working effectively  

 The initial egg count would need to be in excess of 200 epg to draw conclusions regarding 

product efficacy, if the first count is lower repeat at the next dosing interval rather than doing a 

second test.  
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Housing Environment 
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ASSAP and Farming for Water EIP 

The Agricultural Sustainability Support and Advisory Programme or ASSAP is a free and 

confidential advisory service for farmers in priority areas for action. The aim of the 

programme is to support farmers to implement actions on their farms to help improve 

water quality.  

Water EIP Application Process 

The Water EIP aims to deliver targeted actions to reduce losses of nutrients, sediment and 

pesticides from agricultural lands, i.e. ‘breaking the pathway’. The programme will run from 

2023 to 2028.   

 Tiered Access  

 Applications to the Farming for Water EIP are to be submitted to the Water EIP 

Project Team by the ASSAP advisor. Applications are free and farmers can make 

more than one application. 

 Application must include a fully completed and signed application form along with a 

copy of bank header details for payment of measures and PPS number 

 The application will detail each individual measure. Farmers can make more than 1 

application over the lifetime of the project. 

 The Applicant must be actively farming the land for the duration of the EIP plan. 

 No work should commence until the EIP Project team have given written approval to 

the applicant. 

 Each measure can be paid individually once they are installed and validated. 

 Payment will be made by Tipperary County Council. 

 Annual payments will be issued 12 months from validation of application and yearly 

thereafter.  Annual Payments require an annual Geotagged Photo. 

Deirdre Glynn is the local ASSAP advisor in Teagasc Kilkenny and can be contacted at (056) 

7721153 or by emailing deirdre.glynn@teagasc.ie. 

Scan the QR code below to see the list of measures available through the EIP.  

You can check out the water quality status of your local waterbody on www.catchments.ie   

 

 

 

 

mailto:deirdre.glynn@teagasc.ie
http://www.catchments.ie/
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Winter Nutrition 
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Vaccinations 
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Health & Safety Winter Checks on Drystock Farms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


