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Grassland in Ireland

= |reland is grass based — the
most grassland based
country in Europe

= 80 %of the agriculture area ™ = “ <&
IS on pasture, hay and b
grass silage

= |nputs are reasonably low
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Irish grazing system

Characteristics
Extended

—rass row grazing season:
February to
November
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Irish grazing system
Characteristics

__ Every additional ton of grass

— eaten/ha will increase profit
On beef farms by €105/ha

On dairy farms by €181/ha
Denc Deficit

Jan Feb Mar Apr May June July Aug. Sept Oct. Nov Dec.

Elodie.ruelle@teagasc.ie

Relative feed cost :

c/kg DM Relative

7.3 1
14.0 1.9
21.0 2.9

104 -153 1.8
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Sheet1

		Date		2020		2019		2018		2017		2016		2015		2014		2013		8 Yr Aver

		27-Jan		5.0		8.0		4.0		7.0		6.0		9.7		14.0		10.0		8.0												6.0		7		42

		3-Feb		6.0		9.0		5.0		9.0		6.0		6.8		17.0		13.0		9.0												6.0		7		42

		10-Feb		6.0		10.0		6.0		10.0		7.0		8.8		14.0		7.0		9.0												7.0		7		49

		17-Feb		8.0		11.0		7.0		12.0		11.0		7.3		8.0		7.0		9.0												11.0		7		77

		24-Feb		8.0		14.0		8.0		13.0		9.0		11.7		8.0		13.0		10.0		9.3										9.0		7		63

		3-Mar		9.0		14.0		5.0		14.0		8.0		12.0		8.0		15.0		9.0		11.3										8.0		7		56

		10-Mar		10.0		15.0		7.0		17.0		9.0		15.3		7.0		11.0		11.0												9.0		7		63

		17-Mar		13.0		15.0		5.0		24.0		14.0		14.3		11.0		13.0		14.0												14.0		7		98

		24-Mar		14.0		23.0		7.0		25.0		16.0		19.4		20.0		15.0		17.0												16.0		7		112

		31-Mar		20.0		28.0		13.0		32.0		20.0		25.6		24.0		14.0		23.0												20.0		7		140

		7-Apr		27.0		28.0		18.0		44.0		27.0		43.2		26.0		14.0		32.0												27.0		7		189

		14-Apr		42.0		33.0		25.0		46.0		30.0		51.2		28.0		13.0		36.0												30.0		7		210

		21-Apr		55.0		50.0		50.0		61.0		32.0		58.1		44.0		27.0		49.0												32.0		7		224

		28-Apr		62.0		60.0		56.0		65.0		42.0		52.6		54.0		43.0		54.0												42.0		7		294

		5-May		67.0		67.0		61.0		63.0		45.0		54.2		60.0		48.0		57.0												45.0		7		315

		12-May		70.0		60.0		69.0		61.0		53.0		63.0		64.0		62.0		62.0												53.0		7		371

		19-May		60.0		65.0		77.0		75.0		99.0		68.0		72.0		58.0		78.0												99.0		7		693

		26-May		61.0		72.0		82.0		84.0		82.0		77.0		70.0		61.0		79.0												82.0		7		574

		2-Jun		67.0		77.0		92.0		90.0		83.0		67.0		76.0		71.0		82.0												83.0		7		581

		9-Jun		53.0		71.0		79.0		78.0		75.0		68.2		71.0		77.0		74.0												75.0		7		525

		16-Jun		47.0		64.0		65.0		72.0		75.0		75.0		76.0		65.0		73.0												75.0		7		525

		23-Jun		59.0		64.0		59.0		78.0		74.0		69.0		80.0		62.0		72.0												74.0		7		518

		30-Jun		72.0		67.0		47.0		69.0		70.0		72.0		70.0		72.0		66.0												70.0		7		490

		7-Jul		71.0		64.0		27.0		71.0		69.0		73.0		67.0		65.0		61.0												69.0		7		483

		14-Jul		70.0		62.0		25.0		72.0		80.0		70.0		68.0		63.0		63.0												80.0		7		560

		21-Jul		69.0		60.0		27.0		63.0		75.0		71.0		67.0		38.0		61.0												75.0		7		525

		28-Jul		65.0		63.0		34.0		63.0		73.0		60.0		69.0		31.0		60.0												73.0		7		511

		4-Aug		69.0		65.0		50.0		67.0		70.0		61.0		60.0		61.0		62.0

		11-Aug		68.0		60.0		56.0		69.0		66.0		64.0		59.0		76.0		63.0																8330

		18-Aug		70.0		62.0		56.0		65.0		65.0		61.0		59.0		67.0		61.0

		25-Aug		64.0		65.0		54.0		68.0		60.0		62.0		62.0		70.0		61.0

		1-Sep		60.0		61.0		52.0		73.0		63.0		62.0		53.0		62.0		61.0		61.0

		8-Sep		53.0		57.0		58.0		61.0		66.0		58.0		63.0		51.0		61.0

		15-Sep		57.0		56.0		56.0		55.0		68.0		54.0		57.0		42.0		58.0

		22-Sep		58.0		52.0		56.0		54.0		60.0		56.0		46.0		44.0		54.0

		29-Sep		52.0		50.0		50.0		50.0		52.0		53.0		50.0		50.0		51.0

		6-Oct		40.0		44.0		46.0		40.0		43.0		46.0		51.0		48.0		45.0

		13-Oct		35.0		35.0		38.0		36.0		41.0		44.0		42.0		54.0		40.0

		20-Oct		28.0		29.0		37.0		34.0		34.0		30.0		34.0		45.0		34.0

		27-Oct				24.0		26.0		29.0		30.0		29.0		30.0		34.0		29.0

		3-Nov				19.0		17.0		22.0		26.0		30.0		25.0		28.0		24.0

		10-Nov				16.0		16.0		21.0		29.0		23.0		20.0		19.0		22.0

		17-Nov				11.0		15.0		14.0		18.0		20.0		16.0		15.0		17.0

		24-Nov				7.0		11.0		11.0		15.0		15.0		11.0		12.0		13.0

		1-Dec				7.0		10.0		7.0		10.0		14.0				10.0		10.0





Sheet2

		2018		2017		2016		2015		2014		2013

		4.0		7.0		6.0		9.7		14		10		8.1

		5.0		9.0		6.0		6.82		17		13		8.8

		6.0		10.0		7.0		8.76		14		7		9.2

		7.0		12.0		11.0		7.25		8		7		9.1

		8.0		13.0		9.0		11.69		8		13		9.9

		5.0		14.0		8.0		11.98		8		15		9.4

		7.0		17.0		9.0		15.28		7		11		11.1

		5.0		24.0		14.0		14.34		11		13		13.7

		7.0		25.0		16.0		19.43		20		15		17.5

		13.0		32.0		20.0		25.62		24		14		22.9

		18.0		44.0		27.0		43.18		26		14		31.6

		25.0		46.0		30.0		51.20		28		13		36.0

		50.0		61.0		32.0		58.11		44		27		49.0

		56.0		65.0		42.0		52.63		54		43		53.9

		61.0		63.0		45.0		54.18		60		48		56.6

		69.0		61.0		53.0		63.00		64		62		62.0

		77.0		75.0		99.0		68.00		72		58		78.2

		82.0		84.0		82.0		77.00		70		61		79.0

		92.0		90.0		83.0		67.00		76		71		81.6

		79.0		78.0		75.0		68.15		71		77		74.2

		65.0		72.0		75.0		75.00		76		65		72.6

		59.0		78.0		74.0		69.00		80		62		72.0

		47.0		69.0		70.0		72.00		70		72		65.6

		27.0		71.0		69.0		73.00		67		65		61.4

		25.0		72.0		80.0		70.00		68		63		63.0

		27.0		63.0		75.0		71.00		67		38		60.6

		34.0		63.0		73.0		60.00		69		31		59.8

		50.0		67.0		70.0		61.00		60		61		61.6

		56.0		69.0		66.0		64.00		59		76		62.8

		56.0		65.0		65.0		61.00		59		67		61.2

		54.0		68.0		60.0		62.00		62		70		61.2

		52.0		73.0		63.0		62.00		53		62		60.6

		58.0		61.0		66.0		58.00		63		51		61.2

		56.0		55.0		68.0		54.00		57		42		58.0

		56.0		54.0		60.0		56.00		46		44		54.4

		50.0		50.0		52.0		53.00		50		50		51.0

		46.0		40.0		43.0		46.00		51		48		45.2

		38.0		36.0		41.0		44.00		42		54		40.2

		37.0		34.0		34.0		30.00		34		45		33.8

		26.0		29.0		30.0		29.00		30		34		28.8

		17.0		22.0		26.0		30.00		25		28		24.0

		16.0		21.0		29.0		23.00		20		19		21.8

		15.0		14.0		18.0		20.00		16		15		16.6

		11.0		11.0		15.0		15.00		11		12		12.6

		10.0		7.0		10.0		14.00				10		10.3
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Incoming challenges

e h = 20% reduction lead
reen Ouse Review of the Influence of Chemical Nitrogen to a reduction Of

Application Rate, Soil Type and Agroclimate
Location on Grass Production, Feed Budgets,

gases reductions e o e farm profit of:

A e tal. T e 16% sheep farm
12% beef farm
15% dairy farm

= Water quality

Probable reduction
of N fertiliser (20%)

Reduction of 50
kg N/ha ->
reduction of
0.25 cow/ha
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Solutions

= |mproving grass utilisation

= [mproving soil fertility

= |ncorporate clover on farm
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Conclusion

Ireland is grass based — the most grassland

based country in Europe

Competitive advantage: long grazing season

but there is variability

Challenges to come but there is solutions

Elodie.ruelle@teagasc.ie
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Thank you for
your attention
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