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Trying to Maintain Soil Fertility – will the NFD affect this?



More farmers looking for NMP’s (fertiliser plans)

 Most advisors are expressing a significant increase in clients 

requesting NMP’s

• Driven by National Fertiliser Database (NFD)

• 5-10% cut in fertiliser N under Nitrates Action Plan

• All tillage lands not sampled = P4

• All Grassland farms where previous years GSR >130 NpH = P4

• P4 = no chemical P and no imported organic P

• ACRES, DAFM soil sampling scheme + increase in soil samples 

• What can I buy, how much, when can I buy it?

» Closing stocks declared on the NFD on 15/09/2023

» Fertiliser bought after 15th September to year end 2023

» Fertiliser bought in 2024

• Low stocked farm with no soil sample = max One bag -18/6/12 per Acre
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NFD V’s reality
• Co-op’s, merchants & advisors are helping farmers to know the fertiliser allowances for their farm

• Farmers asking their farm advisors to get fertiliser list for the year

• Increase in soil sampling by 200% on 2022/2023

• Notable increase in NMP/Fertiliser plans 
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Will the NFD soil fertility?

Concern that farmers will under 

buy in fear of compliance



Doing a simple grassland NMP

=
250+ agencies

700 + agents

300 + students

 Background information

• Previous years Grassland stocking rate (GSR)

• Total N from grazing livestock previous year

• Concentrates fed to grazing livestock previous year

• Land area this year

• Soil sample results if available

» Where soil samples available ha’s of land at P1, P2, P3 & P4

• Where organic manures will be spread

• Check OM layer for high OM soils (>20% OM)
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Simple Grassland NMP
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Positives Negatives
 Quick < 10 Minutes

 Get a total N and P for farm

 Simple to use

 Farmer gets a shopping list

 Can advise products to reduce emissions

 Farmers know their limits

 Full farm NMP – not field specific

 No individual field x field fertiliser plan

 No liming plan

 Takes no account of soil type

 May impact individual fields soil fertility status

 Tillage farms need to take into account N indices



Using NMP online to create the Simple NMP
 Online Demo – all going well 
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Details used in the training example
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Details used in the training example Cont’d
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CONCLUSION
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Thank you - Questions

• Getting the background information is key

• Give the farmer the fertiliser plan

• Keeping track during the year and swapping products is a challenge
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