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Objective 

To understand what are the main factors 
affecting efficiency of Irish pig farms 

 
Quantitative €€€ 
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Biosecurity 

Raise Awareness!!! 

Find your weaknesses 



Feeding Strategies 

Purchasers vs Home Millers 

• No apparent difference on 
Performance 

Phase Feeding (finishers) 

• Increases performance 

Energy levels not reported 

Too much protein 

Antimicrobials in feed ≠ better 

performance!! 



What did we 

do? 

Factory visits 



Data Collection 
 

| Factory checks 

9 
factories 

70 
farms 

61 
factory 
visits 

171 
batches 

27,223 
pigs 

Winter 2017/2018 

32 bloods/farm  Min 2 batches/farm 159 lungs/batch 



Lung Health 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Milk Spots 

Pericarditis 

Inflammation of the membranes that 

surround the lungs, attachments to the ribs 

Inflammation of the lung, consolidation 

Inflammation of sac surrounding the heart 

Sign of the migration of parasites  



Lung Health 

Pneumonia 

Pleurisy 

Milk Spots 

Pericarditis 

16.4% 

13.1% 

Average surface 
affected 

6.6% 

29.2% 

8.6% 

13.8% Scars 

Average 

Half of farms 

6.5% 17.6% 

5.1% 11.5% 

3.6% 50.5% 

Half of farms 

Half of farms 



Blood samples 

PRRSv APP 

Flu MHyo 

Serology 



Feedback 

Biosecurity report 

Factory report 

Antimicrobial usage report 

#BENCHMARKYOURFARM 



Reports 
 

| Biosecurity 
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Average: 57% 
Min: 24%  
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VALUE: 52% 
 

BENCHMARK: 50th 

Example… 



Reports 
 

| Biosecurity 



Reports 
 

| Factory checks 



Reports 
 

| Factory checks 

Your results by SLAP 
and date 

Global average 

Severity of lesions 

Detailed report 



Reports 

 

| Use of 

Antimicrobials 

How does your farm compare 
to others? 

Routes of Administration 

Critically important antibiotics 

Which AM are used in your 
farm? 



Reports 

Biosecurity Factory checks 

Use of 
Antimicrobials 

Serology 

Your 
report 

Farmer | Vet | Advisor 



Take home message 

• Each farm is a different case 

• Gather your Team: 

•              FARMER + advisor + vet  

•  Discuss results 

•  Decide next step  



 

To all 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you!! 

Farmers 

& 

Slaughterhouses 



This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC-ND 

Thanks for 
your 

attention! 

That’s All folks! 
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