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Foreward
From all at the Teagasc Pig Department

We are delighted to welcome you to the first Teagasc Pig Research Open 
Day! It’s been 3.5 years since the last ‘In person’ research event hosted by 
the Teagasc Pig Development Department and we really look forward to 
catching up with all stakeholders. The Open Day format has been carefully 
designed to maximise engagement with stakeholders, hopefully making it 
easier for you to learn about our research, and interact directly with our 
team!

We are highly aware of the incredibly difficult 18 months that the pig 
industry has endured, a hugely challenging period, with escalating feed and 
energy costs that until recently were not matched by concurrent rises in pig 
price. Many of the research projects that we are showcasing were designed 
to help assist with these issues. There has been a significant research focus 
on management and nutritional strategies that help to promote young 
pig performance and survival, from provision of supplementary feed, to 
investigating whether simply improving your hygiene regimen can improve 
health, and consequently growth rate. We also have a focus on liquid 
feeding systems, again looking at both how to optimise pig feeding, but also 
the hygiene of the system. 

As well as researching options to help improve profitability using current 
systems, we have also kept an eye on emerging issues that could impact 
the way pigs are managed on farm. Our stand on ‘Managing the Pig’s 
Environment’ covers several areas that were a focus of a recent EFSA 
report; namely reducing stress on gestating sows, provision of appropriate 
enrichment for weaned pigs, and reducing stocking densities and feeder 
competition. 

This event also provides and excellent opportunity to share with you the 
progress that has been made in the construction of our new ‘low – emissions’, 
‘high – welfare’ finisher house in the Teagasc Pig Research Facility. This new 
building is one of the first of its kind in Ireland, and promises to provide the 
research capability to conduct research into the environmental and societal 
challenges facing the pig industry. 

Finally, as well as sharing our research with you, we would also really like to 
hear your thoughts. During the day there will be several possibilities for you 
to share your opinion about the main industry challenges, and which areas 
you think need research focus. 

We look forward to meeting you, and hope that you enjoy the day.
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Managing The Pig Environment

Contact: Laura Boyle — laura.boyle@teagasc.ie
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Contact: Keelin O’Driscoll — keelin.odriscoll@teagasc.ie
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Contact: Keelin O’Driscoll — keelin.odriscoll@teagasc.ie
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Managing Disease

Contact: Laura Boyle — laura.boyle@teagasc.ie
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Contact: Peadar Lawlor — peadar.lawlor@teagasc.ie
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Contact: Peadar Lawlor — peadar.lawlor@teagasc.ie
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Improving Pre- and Post-Weaning Management And Nutrition

Contact: Peadar Lawlor — peadar.lawlor@teagasc.ie
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Contact: Peadar Lawlor — peadar.lawlor@teagasc.ie

Impro





v
in

g
 P

re


- a
n

d
 P

ost



-W

ea


n
in

g
 M

a
n

a
g

eme



n

t
 A

n
d

 N
u

tritio





n



Page 14

Teagasc | Pig Open Day 2023

Contact: Peadar Lawlor — peadar.lawlor@teagasc.ie
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Contact: Peadar Lawlor — peadar.lawlor@teagasc.ie
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Grower / Finisher Management And Feeding

Contact: Peadar Lawlor — peadar.lawlor@teagasc.ie
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Contact: Peadar Lawlor — peadar.lawlor@teagasc.ie
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Meeting Sustainability Challenges

Contact: Laura Boyle — laura.boyle@teagasc.ie
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Contact: Ger McCutcheon — gerard.mccutcheon@teagasc.ie
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Funding & Collaborators
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Notes
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