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Teagasc, Bord Bia, IFA and Salad Potato Technology Project

Context

The imports of salad potatoes are estimated at 20,000 tonnes per year. It is estimated up to 15 Irish

growers have been supplying approx. 10-15% to this market each year. There is huge scope to

increase the volume of home produced salad potatoes to the domestic market. Increasing the area

grown to salad potatoes can thereby displace imported salad potatoes and will also help potato

growers diversify existing ware production into a premium market. The production of salad

potatoes requires considerable skill and a change of practice if changing from traditional ware

potato production. Grower diversification into salad production cannot be taken likely as the supply

chain (from seed supply, agronomy, to final sale) need to be secure.

Coping with an expansion of salad potato will be challenging. Potato farmers will require the

knowledge and support to enable them to make the necessary changes for a profitable and

sustainable future. It is within this context this initiative between Teagasc, Bord Bia, IFA and

industry has been agreed.

Purpose

The overall purpose of the program is to increase the level of information to existing growers and

ultimately increase the quantity of salad potatoes grown in Ireland. This will involve equipping the

industry with the necessary skills and knowledge to sustainably develop their potato enterprises

Objective

The program has five objectives

 Improve existing growers knowledge in all areas (agronomy/storage) of growing salad

potatoes

 Increase the total quantity of salad potatoes grown in Ireland

 Grow the market for indigenously grown salad potatoes to keep pace with increased

production

 Increase the number of growers supply salad potatoes

 Upskill the industry on storage of salad potatoes

 Leave a legacy of information for growers to use after the program is finished

Methodology

1. Run a Technology transfer project over the next 3 years

2. Regularly meet existing growers through each season at critical times

3. Develop markets and solutions to prolong window where salad potatoes are delivered

4. Provide up to date agronomy notes for growers at each meeting , building to a substantial

volume of information over the three years which can be used in the future



Results from Oak Park Salad demo trial 2016
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Gemson (Louth) 160 444 0.44 1.2 348 967 7.48 20.8 20 55.6 1.41 3.92 1466.7 25.92 36 400.0 3.67

Gemson (Cork) 21 58 0.15 0.4 183 508 3.9 10.8 33 91.7 2.25 6.25 658.3 17.50 96 1066.7 0.62

Gemson (Wexford) 74 206 0.0 598 1661 28.9 4 11.1 1877.8 28.90 56 622.2 3.02

Gemson (Donegal) 320 889 888.9 40

Gemson (Carlow) 6 91 253 0.6 1.7 240 667 7.55 21.7 21 58.3 1.35 3.9 977.8 27.30 49.25 547.2 1.79

M Peer 6 39 108 0.25 0.7 250 694 9.8 28.2 28 77.8 3.15 9.1 880.5 37.93 30.25 336.1 2.62

Bambino 6 11 31 0.1 0.3 196 544 8 23.0 40 111.1 3.7 10.6 686.1 33.91 28.75 319.4 2.15

Imagine 6 25 69 0.15 0.4 227 631 9.1 26.1 34 94.4 2.85 8.2 794.4 34.77 34.25 380.6 2.09

Vizelle 5 157 436 2.05 5.9 315 875 12.3 35.3 0 0.0 0 0.0 1311.1 41.23 57.75 641.7 2.04

Jazzy 7 49 136 0.35 1.0 240 667 10.9 31.3 9 25.0 0.95 2.7 827.8 35.06 33.25 369.4 2.24

Jester 7 164 456 1.2 3.4 337 936 9.95 28.6 25 69.4 2.05 5.9 1461.1 37.93 39.25 436.1 3.35

Charlotte 6 23 64 0.2 0.6 169 469 7.3 21.0 37 102.8 4.65 13.4 636.1 34.91 29 322.2 1.97

Corelle 6 23 64 0.15 0.4 115 319 6.25 18.0 92 255.6 11 31.6 638.9 50.00 30 333.3 1.92

Perline 9 49 136 0.4 1.1 300 833 10.15 29.2 42 116.7 3.1 8.9 1086.1 39.22 25 277.8 3.91

M Peer(Donegal) 0 0.0 280 778 0.0 0.0 0.0 777.8 51 566.7 1.37

M Peer (Cork) 45 125 0.4 1.1 89 247 3.8 10.6 0.0 0.0 372.2 67 744.4 0.50

Bambino(Donegal) 0 0.0 294 817 0.0 0.0 0.0 816.7 51 566.7 1.44

Jester (Cork) 120 333 1.9 5.3 175 486 4.2 11.7 3 8.3 0.25 0.7 827.8 122 1355.5 0.61

<25mm 25-40mm (45mm) >40mm(45mm)

Carlow Yields and stem numbers



Results from Grower Demonstration sites

John Stafford (Ed Tobin)
Wexford

John Griffin
Cork

Jamie Rankin
Donegal

Gerard Tuite

Varieties
planted

Gemson Gemson
Jester
Maris Peer

Gemson
Maris Peer
Bambino

Gemson

Seed Gemson - seed sprouted and hot
split graded
Jester – small seed (25-30mm)
Maris Peer – least preferred seed

No issues No Issues

Agronomy
issues

None
The canopy burnt down
quite well and as we had
sowed early meant the
burn date was brought
forward allowing extra
time for skin set before
harvesting.

None Gemson - slow to emerge compared to the
other two. It was the finest run of the
three
Maris Peer - Best eating quality Numbers
slightly lower and sample should prob
have been dessicated a week earlier as the
sample was a little bold
Bambino - Once again a very nice sample.
The variety did everything well with out
being outstanding.

No real issues

Skin Finish Small ammounts of scab
Scurfing or scab was
magnified by the very
bright white shade of the
skin

Gemson - Skin Finish - Best
variety out of the 3
Jester - Some Jelly end-rot
Maris Peer - Little bit of common
scab

All had Excellent skin finish very bright
sample with no scurfing

Some scab present

Yield (t/ha) Total 40t/ha- 22% tare
Sold 30 t/ha
3.9t/ha (13%) 22-35 mm
26.1 t/ha (87%)35-45mm

Gemson – 22.5t/ha sold
Jester – 38t/ha in store
Maris Peer – 38t/ha in store

total 28/45, 45/50

Gemson 37t/ha 23t/ha
(72%)

8.8t/ha

Maris
Peer

32t/ha, 18.5t/ha
(57%)

7.8t/ha
(24%)

Bambino
– total.
Sold

37 t/ha 22.4t/ha
(60%)

9.9t/ha
(26%)

Total 48.5 t/ha
Sold 24.3t/ha (28/42)

18.1 t/ha (42+)



Salad Potato Economics



Source: ADHB Store Managers Guide



Common storage diseases in Ireland

Silver scurf Gangrene Dry rot

Seed-borne   

Soil-borne No No 

Infection conditions >5oC & moisture on
tuber surface

Wounds and moisture
on tuber surface
Low temperature
slows curing and

increases disease risk

Wounds and moisture
on tuber surface
Low temperature
slows curing and

increases disease risk

Time to symptom
expression

Present in a few weeks At least 2 months At least 2 months

Effect of delayed
harvest on infection

Increased disease
through spore build up

in soil

Increased disease
through spore build up

in soil

Less disease as fungus
prefers warmer

conditions

Control options

1. Store hygiene Removing dust and debris from previous season in store and on grader
reduces contamination on new crop

2. Harvest date Earlier is better
Prioritise if seed shows

infection

Earlier is better
Prioritise if seed shows

infection

Later is better

3. Plant healthy seed Check seed quality before planting. If rots are present ensure they are
accurately identified.

4. Minimise damage
at harvest

  

5. Curing Dry curing is essential to reduce ingress of
diseases into wounds

6. Dry rapidly into
store and avoid
condensation in
early storage

  

7. Fungicide
application

a. Seed tubers Apply to seed tubers pre-planting if disease present in seed

b. Harvest For seed (and ware if fungicide approved on protocol) – apply fungicide at
harvest or into store if disease risk considered high


















