THE SOUTHERN STAR S|
y. 19F

Keep up to date at www.southernstar.ie

West Cork

RMING & FISHERIES

The Southern Star

BY MARK ROBINS

WEST Cork is celebrated for
the wilder parts of its coun-
tryside.

That’s why so many people
visit our area or choose to lo-
cate their businesses here.

But, as every farmer knows,
the heavier ground, the older
ground, and the hill ground is
also a tougher place to make
an income.

With eyes on the payment
possibilities in the new Cap
(starting January 2023), will
the environmental funding
work well for our parts? Will
farmers here have access to
the highest payments?

While the Department
waits for Brussels to sign off
its new spending programme,
important details are emerg-
ing about its new ‘agri-envi-
ronment climate measure’
(AECM),

Last week the Minister for
Agriculture, Food and Ma-
rine, Charlie Mc Conalogue
announced his proposal for
this €1.5bn flagship agri-en-
vironmental scheme, where
20,000 farmers can earn up
€10,500.

These higher environmen-
tal payments will come under
an approach called ‘co-oper-
ation projects’, the idea be-
ing these are in areas of par-

Fa

West Cork

I‘mlng & Fisheries

Why is Mizen peninsula missing from
the Department’s eco payments map?

ticularly high-nature value.
Farmers in these areas will
get access to these highest
payments.

Outside the areas there
will still be environmental
payments (under the general
measure), but they will be ata
lesser rate.

So, how does West Cork
fare? Is it in or out of the high-
er payment zone? The good
news is yes, the Department
is proposing a West Cork &
Kerry focus area.

The bad bit is that the zone
doesn’t look quite right to
many eyes.

Minister McConalogue
published a map that sug-
gests large parts of Beara and
Sheep’s Head are in, but the
Mizen misses out.

The islands are all in, but
the Mizen hills, its bogs,
heaths and the coastal strip
all seem to be missing.

These are our nature-rich
areas, and they’re not in sight
apparently.

While it’s surely right that
the new scheme prioritises the
areas of high-nature value and
those with significant carbon
stores, but has it got its Mizen
mapping right?

As an ecologist I know the
map misses out on some very
high environmental quality
ground, and so the detail of
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the zoning looks questionable.

Right now, farmers on the
Mizen in particular are going
tomiss out on the highest pay-
ments, and time is very short
to call for the Department to
adjust its zoning.

Its closing date for bids
to establish and manage
these co-operation projects
is March 8th. Our TDs and

others can surely ask - very
quickly - for an adjustment to
the map of the West Cork &
Kerry focus area. This appar-
ent ‘error’ should be correct-
ed, urgently.

* Mark Robins lives on the
Mizen and has worked with
farmers and environmental
schemes for many years.

Better incentives encourage switch to organic

BY EMMA CONNOLLY

INCREASED payments are
now available under the just
re-opened Organic Farming
Scheme to encourage new
entrants to convert their en-
terprises.

And organic farmer Stuart
Kingston from Farnanes is
encouraging others to at least
consider making the switch
he made 20 years ago, when
he felt conventional farming
‘wasn't economically sustain-
able based on outside inputs.

The scheme is open to new
applicants until April 8th with
an extra €5m in the budget
this year.

Farmers entering the
scheme could qualify for year-

ly payments of upto €220 per  Stuart Kingston saysWest ~ many more farmers to con-  established food culture, soit's 3
hectare during the conversion  Cork farmers are perfectly sider farming ‘in a way which ~ completely possible to make a ATRIOUET
periodandupto €170 perhec-  sjtuated to benefit. can lead both to higher prices  living from this way of farm- - =

tare when they have achieved
full organie status. Higher
payment rates are available
for organic horticulture and
tillage farmers, and farmers
who apply this year can also
avail of any new rates intro-
duced next year under the

payments has been increased
from 60ha to 70 hainrecogni-
tion of the larger area farmed
by full-time farmers.

Teagasc has organised a
series of information events
for farmers who are consid-

take place on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 23rd at 7.30pm on the
topic of ‘Applying for the 2022
Organic Farming Scheme’.

The webinar, on zoom, will
give an opportunity to par-
ticipants to submit questions
during the live broadcast.

A second national Teagasc
webinar on ‘Direct Selling of
Organic Produce’ is planned
for Wednesday, March 30th,
alsoat7.30pm.

The Teagasc advisory ser-
vicehasalso organised a series
oflocal webinars for its farmer
clients and others interested
in organic farming.

Minister of State at the De-
partment of Agriculture Pippa
Hackett said she hoped the
scheme’s changes will attract

and a more sustainable way of
farming.

‘Inatimeofhighinput costs
for farmers, this is an oppor-
tunity to diversify and I would
really encourage farmers to
consider this approach to
farming, she said.

whose only inputs are seeds
and organic cattle for breed-
ing, said high fertiliser costs
shouldn’t be the deciding fac-
tor.

“There’s an impression that
it’s a matter of simply not us-
ing fertiliser, which is not the
caseatall.

‘It’s a completely different
way of production, more bio-
logical, there’s new learning
involved, he stressed.

There’s also far more plan-
ning involved compared to
conventional farming when it
comes to selling and sourcing
markets, he said.

‘But West Cork has huge
advantage as there’s already
a high proportion of organic
farmers here, as well as an

ing,’ he said. ‘Having said that,
the government talks about
putting more money into or-
ganic farming, but I feel more
needs to be done, although we
are headed in the right direc-
tion, he said.

To apply for the scheme see
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BANDON &023 8841151
EACH MONDAY:
Calf Sale at earlier time of 10.30am
Calf Intake open from 7am
Cattle Sale 11.30am. Intake open from 8am.
Follow the Sale Marteye App
WEDNESDAY EVENING CALF SALES
COMMENCING WEDNESDAY 23R° FEBRUARY
Intake open 2pm. Sale 6.30pm
SKIBBEREEN @028 21066
EACH FRIDAY: Cattle, Calf & Weanling Sale
Cattle Sale in Ring 1 at 11.30am.

Calf Sale in Ring 2 at 11.15am. Intake open 8am
All Animals to be penned before 11am
Online & Ringside Auction

Follow all the action on the Marteye App.

@« SPECIAL DAIRY SALE
WEDNESDAY 23%° FEBRUARY at 12 noon
(Entries being taken up to Friday 18" Feb)
Included in this sale is
The First Phase of a Clearance Sale of:

18 In Calf Dairy Cows, 4.33 BF, 3.59 PR, 83 SCC.
(On behalf of a local farmer)
MACHINERY & EQUIPMENT AUCTION
SATURDAY 12™ MARCH
(Closing date for Entries Thursday 3 March)

MACROOM @026 41121
@ CATTLE & CALF SALE EACH SATURDAY
Dry Cows 10am. Calf Sale at 11am.
Bullocks 12 noon. Intake opened at 7.30am.
Factory Assembly Centre for Sheep each Tues

@TOTAL CLEARANCE SALE
THURSDAY 24™ FEBRUARY
of 20 FR. DAIRY COWS yielding 1300 gallons,
Fat 4.32, PR 3.5, SCC 120. calving from 7" March
onwards (for Thomas Scannell, Donoughmore -
retiring due to ill health) Enquiries 8026 41121

@NEXT DAIRY SALE THURSDAY 10™ MARCH
(Entries now being taken)
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This year, the area at which  national webinar organisedby  a beef and tillage farm, as  the Teagasc seminars see tea-
farmers will receive higher their organic specialists will ~ well as growing potatoes and ~ gasc.ie 2013 Claas Jaguar 850 2WD New Venieri 1.63C (50HP) in New 20ft Grain/Silage Trailers
2011 Claas Jaguar 870 2WD . SFO‘:k (Air Brakes, Hyd Rear Door
2008 John Deere 7700 New Ve”f\:;imfeﬂ' Demo and 560/60R22.5 Tyres)

jIactors 2008 Venieri 3.638 3200 Hours Cover)
New Claas Arion 610 CIS 40K '07 Venieri 9.63B — 9000 hours wover)
- (145HP) /07 JCB 531-70 — 8000 hours New 24ft Tri Axle Grain/Silage
KIT 1 New Claas Arion 450 (130HP) trailer (Full Spec)
Demo Claas Axion 830 CIS+ c/w Tillage New 28ft Livestock Trailer (Air

1994

Unit 4, Lisavaird Enterprise Park, Clonakilty, Co. Cork

2006 John Deere 7400 2WD
2002 Caas Jaguar 870 4WD

McLARTHY

PLANT & AGRI SALES LTD.

Office - 023-8850033
Michael Ryan 087-2579271

New Venieri 8.63

stock
New Venieri 1.63TL (4M Reach)

20179

New 22ft Grain/Silage Trailers
(Air Brakes, Hyd Rear Door,
560/60R22.5 Tyres & Rollover

HL (128HP) in

1 Dome Camera
Night Vision
20 meter cable
T.V. Adapter

KIT 2
Wireless System
Remotely rotatable camera

Links/PTO
‘201 Claas Arion 510 (125HP) c/w
Loader (150 hours)
‘181 Claas Axion 810 (215HP) —
1500 hours
171 Claas Arion 640 (175HP) -
3800 hours
161 Axos (100HP) 1000H
161 Claas Arion 640 (175HP) -
Choice of 2
131 Case Puma 160 — 6200 hours
‘09 Deutz 150.7 — 9000 hours
2009 Arion 630 CIS 40K

Brakes)
New 25T Lowloader Tri Axle

New 14, 16, 18 & 20T Dump
Trailers

All Above Are In Stock And
Available For Inmediate
Delivery. Finance Available

Full Range of He-Va and
Berthoud Equipment in stock,
finance available
Berthoud 3200L 24M Trailed
Spray (Tested)

Feed Equipment

Trioliet 14 cu Demo
Trioliet 18 cu 2 in stock
8cu Feedall Tub
Keenan 100
Keenan 140 (x3)
Keenan 320 b/h

& Baplm SyVeniesi
Infrared night vision SULKY® serrmoun
Access on your phone

AATRIOLET r==sie

I . c = Greenline Sfee:an 34(;(22) LU
2014 Vlaas Liner 2900 radtmant o < ;
NEL Calving Cameras Plims Fll R o oot o fesders JOSIRAN za oz

For more information on our packages call:
023/8841410 or Ema fo@sentinelsecu

FIRE & SECURITY SYSTEMS

www.senintelsecurity.ie
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Coppeen - 023 884 7005
Bantry - 027 30099

E: info@barrettagri.ie
www.barrettagri.ie

CALF FEED

* High palatable
coarse starter

* Toasted ingredients

* Supreme protein
source

* Includes Actigen
from Alltech

@IS}

——Feed =_1
Premium quality

milk replacers for

high performance

dairy heifer and

Mark O'Sullivan

beef calf systems.

THE EU Nitrates Derogation
provides farmers with an an-
nual opportunity to make an
application to farm at a high-
er stocking rate than 170kg
organic nitrogen per hectare.

The derogation is subject
to certain key measures de-
signed to protect the environ-
ment and meet the require-
ments of the nitrates directive.
It is available to grassland
farmers and has an upper lim-
it of 250kg/ha.

The terms and conditions
for derogation 2022 were
announced lately by the De-
partmentof Agriculture, Food
& Marine (DAFM) with the
proviso that all applications
this year will be provisional,
pending the much-awaited
finalisation of Ireland’s fifth
nitrates action plan with the
European Commission in
March of this year.

The closing date for dero-
gation applications and the
filing of fertiliser accounts for
2021 will be April 14th (Holy
Thursday), with all returns
being made online only.

Derogation farmers must
spread all slurry by Less (low
emission slurry spreading)
and have all slurry spread by
October 8th in 2022 (October
Ist is the proposed date for
2023).

All derogation applicants
must comply with the mini-
munm slurry storage require-
ments of 16 weeks (Zone A).

Glas participants in deroga-
tion will no longer be eligible
for Glas payments on either
Less or protection of water-
courses from bovines as these
measures are now enshrined
in law for all farmers farming

CONTACT YOUR LOCAL REP OR STORE TODAY!

Gy

We specialise in the installation and servicing of milk

cooling equipment for the dairy industry

EA
EFRIGERATION

Sales and Dairy Services

Gl‘@
New and

refurbished milk
cooling tanks

Heat Recovery
units

We service and supply all makes of milk cooling tanks
For more information, please call: 025-24813 086-2519991

above the 170kg organic N/
Halevel.

Meal or rations fed to graz-
ing livestock >2 years of age
cannot exceed 15% crude pro-
tein in the period April 15th to
September 30th.

‘Watercourses as identified
on OSI 1:5,000 scale maps
must be fenced from cattle, a
‘minimum of 1.5m from top of
bank or water’s edge with no
water trough within 20m.

New derogation applicants
in 2022 with no soil samples
will have to assume index 4 for
phosphorous for farm.

This means there will be no
chemical P allowance. Exist-
ing derogation farmers who
take on new lands owned or
rented also will assume index
4 for phosphorous if no soil
analyses are available.

Any derogation farmers ap-
proved under the new DAFM
soil sampling programme
must use the results of these
analyses in their nutrient
management plansif received
before March 15th 2022.

Course requirements stip-
ulate that new derogation
applicants will be required to
complete a nutrient use effi-
ciency module and a farming
sustainably/water protection
module by December 3lst
2022.

Grassland management re-
quirements stipulate that ex-
isting derogation farmers who
completed 20 grassland meas-
urements on pasture base ire-
land (PBI) in 2021 must again
complete a minimum of 20
grass cover measures in 2022.

New derogation farmers
can a) complete 20 grass
measures on PBI or b) attend

Know the details before you
file your derogation application

Biodiversity options|i
per hedgerow, on the farm.
two grassland workshops and
complete a minimum of three
grass covers on PBI in 2022.

This measure also applied
to those existing derogation
farmers who attended grass-
land management courses in
2021

The requirement to incor-
porate clover in reseeding
mixtures remains as farmers
strive to reduce chemical ni-

atleast one whi

trogen application on farm
to improve water quality and
reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions on the farm.

Biodiversity options include
to cut and maintain hedges
on a three-year rotation (ie a
third per year to ensure flow-
ers and fruit in hedgerows on
farm for wildlife).

Another option is to leave
at least one white/blackthorn

blackthorn plant
(Photo: Shutterstock)

plant to mature, per hedge-
row, on the farm.

For further information
and assistance with your der-
ogation application for 2022,
contact the Teagasc office in
Clonakilty, Macroom or Skib-
bereen as soon as possible.

« Mark O’Sullivan is a business
and technology dairy advisor
in the Teagasc office in Clo-

nakilty.

TOM

ALFEO

Tom Harte Farm Services Ltd
Kieran: 087 8327645

Phone: 021 430 2471

Email: info@tomharte.ie

2 or 3 Way Sorting

Infra-Red

Full Height Roriios

Double Antenna
\

j Anti-Lock
Saloon Gates

\ \
“%  Infra-Red
Sensor

© ALFCO MOBILE APP. Draft cmhfsm

# Full Integration with CENSORTEC Ireland.
Keypad located in Milking area as standard. \
ALFCO Drafting gates operate with EID Eartags.

- “®Cow count function.

Tel: 066 9713000
Donagh: 086 859 2968~
William: 087 673 4994 -
censortec.com

~ sales@censortec.| cﬁm'*

e

T: 023 8833334

\

Supporting our farming community since 1925

February Promotion

OFF ALL
DAIRY DETERGENTS
AND TEATDIPS

www.lisavairdco-op.ie

000

Branches: Ardfield T: 023 8840614 ¢ Ballinascarthy T: 023 8839105 ® Ballycummer T: 023 8838609
Manch T: 023 8845171 e Reenascreena T: 023 8848148  Rosscarbery T: 023 8848119
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Qcabinin1975

here,

for easier access.

tothe VQ cabin 1977,asshown

THE 1970s saw the intro-
duction of turbocharging to
four-cylinder tractorsin order
toincrease horsepower.

The performance and pop-
ularity of tractors such as the
Ford 7000 set many manu-
facturers on a quest to add a
turbocharged option to the
top of their portfolios.

Innovative David Brown
announced their offering at
Smithfield Show in1974 in the
form of the 91hp 1410 and 1412
tractors.

The1412 produces a consid-
erable 91hp from its small 3.61
engine. A high specification
tractor, Selectamatic hydrau-
lics, oil cooler, hydrostatic
steering, as well as 540 and
1000 speed PTO all came as
standard.

While the 1410 has a
12-speed synchromesh gear-
box, the 1412 is fitted with Da-

with Peter O'Brien

vid Brown’s ground-breaking
‘hydrashift’ transmission.

Controlled by a lever to the
right of the dashboard, 1-4
can be engaged on the move,
without clutching, while also
providing engine braking.

A single floor-mounted
lever to the right of the seat
selects H-M-L-R totalling 12F
and 4R gears.

David Brown launched its
Q cab in in 1975 and later up-
graded to the VQ cab in 1977,
as shown in the photo, with

its widened doors for easier
access.

Sitting in the high driving
position gives a particularly
good view ahead of the 1412s
long nose.

The hand throttle is to the
left of the dash, while a stop/
run lever is convenientlylocat-
ed underneath, within arm’s
reach from the ground.

Also to the left of the driv-
er’s seatis the PTO handbrake
clutchwhich had to lifted high
before engaging the PTO lever

VITAL STATISTICS

Tractor

David Brown 1412
Horsepower
91hp

Engine
36l

Years of manufacture
1974-1979

under the driver’s seat to the
right, in a type of gymnastics
move for the operator!

The cab is rubber-mounted
with the foot throttle tucked
into the right of the dash con-
sole - often leading to a stiff
knee after along day.

Sliding top and rear win-

dows closed off the rear of the
cab with a heater and radio
alsoon offer.

The right wing of the cab
offered a single opening win-
dow, with a toolbox housed on
the opposite wing.

Also worthy of note was the
Deluxe Sekura cab option.

Interestingly, the half a mil-
lionth tractor produced by Da-
vid Brown at Meltham, West
Yorkshire, was a 1412 and to
celebrate the milestone, the
tractor was treated to royal
purple paint on the top of the
cab as well as purple decals.

The tractor was auctioned
at the Smithfield show in1977,
with the proceeds donated to
the Queen’s Silver Jubilee
Fund.

« Contact Peter at psobl987@
gmail.com or see Instagram @
flashphotoscork

Save money by saving time for financial planning

A
Seamus 0'Mahony

AS we have passed through
the opening month of 2022,
we look forward to longer
brighter days, with relaxing
Covid restrictions, positive
growth projections coming
from our Central Bank, solet’s
grasp on to this optimism and
believe, as Dermot Kennedy's
song goes, that ‘better days
are coming,’

This theme is also apt for
our farming community, as de-
spite the increased workload,
it’s the time for new life on the
farm, with calving season and
indeed lambs appearing here
and there.

v FDC GROUP

Before looking forward, it
would be remiss of me not to
review 2021 and comment on
it as a whole from a finance
aspect.

Despite the challenges,
2021 will be recorded as a
very positive year of returns
for most sectors. Strong eq-
uity returns witnessed from
March 2020 continued right
through 2021 with global
stock markets finishing the

tor, we saw some sectors per-
form better than others such
as energy albeit coming from
record lows, pharmaceutical,
technology, along with real
estate and finance.

These positive returns were
shared and experienced in
varying portions dependent
on the assets held by individu-
als in their financial planning
portfolios.

We have seen significantly

‘Itisimperative that we review our individual
unique set of circumstances and move forward’

present with significant price
hikes on basic inputs required
year on year. We are led to
believe that thisis transitory —
but what s transitory?

In a sense it means ‘that its
duration will be short enough
soasnot to permanently affect
economic behaviours and in-
flation expectations.’

Central Banks are very con-
scious of this real threat and
are cautiously planning for-
ward a step-by-step approach
to dealing with same, so as not
to impact on global growth.

2021 has been a strong year
for most sectors of the econ-
omy despite the significant
challenges it brought with it,
so it is imperative that we re-
view our individual unique set
of circumstances and move
forward better informed to
face the headwinds of 2022.

year up 32%. The year begun
in an optimistic fashion with
investors drawn to positive
developments in relation to
vaccines, the continued sup-
port of government policies
globally, and the green shoots
of renewed economic activity.

No different to the agri sec-

greater engagement from our
farming community therein,
asthey too now see thisaspect
as a key pillar to the manage-
ment of their enterprise both
now and into the future.

That said, there are real
inflationary fears as this is
evidenced on the ground at

It'si ble that each year
will bring its own challenges —
but as a labour force, the agri
sector is no different, we have
become more better skilled
and educated to assess these
headwinds and there are var-
ious advisory services to en-
gage with and chatitout.

Proper planning and mak-

ing time for this, is key in any
management role and the
farming enterprise is no dif-
ferent.

Discussion and engage-
ment with various parties will
assist not only from a mone-
tary point of view, but also a
more visible roadmap to iden-
tify opportunitiesina support-
ed environment.

Farming, like many other
industries, has become such
an intensive business, that it
easy to keep the head down
without looking at the bigger
picture.

Everyone seems to have less
free time, but it is imperative
that we make this time for our
own well-being.

Striking a good balance ide-
ally with planning will abso-
lutely help the work and life
synergy to better outcomes
under so many headings.

In summary, ‘better days
are coming’ under so many as-
pects, with obvious challeng-
es, 50 let’s plan and embrace,
to optimise the outcome.

« Seamus 0°Mahony isa
financial planner with FDC
Group in West Cork.
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Despite the challenges, 2021 will be recorded as a very positive year of returns for most
rs.
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Plant a forest to generate
tax-free income from your farmland

REMIUMS

rn up to €680
per hectare per year
TAX FREE for 15 years

WWW.GREENBELT.IE

Cronin’s

Homevalue

Ballylickey

DIY-AGRI-BUILD

OPEN
Mon - Fri

8.30am - 6.30pm

Sat
8.30am - 5pm

ATTENTION FARMERS - CRONIN’S STOCK ALL YOU NEED
FOR CALVING AND LAMBING SEASON

CALF MILK
REPLACER

LAMB MILK

REPLACER

Cronin’s Homevalue Hardware
Ballylickey, Bantry, Co Cork

Delivery Available (T&Cs apply)

4 for €95 - save €25

CALF JACKETS

€30 each

Call us today on 027 50106

E: croninshardware @ gmail.com

www.croninshardware.ie




