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Study Objectives

1. ldentify the level of alignment on family dairy farms
between education decisions and succession
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2. Investigate the factors that influence education
decisions made by dairy farm families

3. Develop recommendations and a framework 1o
support Teagasc in future planning for the education

of dairy farmers
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Study Methodology

- Online survey of dairy students on succession l
and its influence on their educational choices

> Level 6 Advanced Certificate, Level /7
Protessional Diploma and Level 8 UCD Dairy
Business

- Focus groups with farmers, educators and farm
families
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Progress to date (Since Jan 2018)

o Distributed questionnaire to dairy students
02/04/18

oSurvey closed on 14/05/18

o 118 respondents

oSurvey coded

o Initial analysis completed

o Confinuing with literature review
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Q16 Are you planning on availing of any of the following? Please explain the reasons why

Share farming

Contract
rearing...

Long-term
leasing of land

Farm
Partnership
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FiIndings to Date - "
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Q17 Did any financial incentives e.g. Young Farmers grant, stamp duty relief, affect your
succession plan or educational decisions?
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Q18 Who was the main influence on your decision to enrol in an agricultural course?

Career guidance

Teachers

Other farmers

Other (please
specify)
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Q19 Which of these factors were the biggest influence on your decision ? Rank 1-5

Sense of
obligation t...

Desire to be
self employed

Desire to work
with animals

Good income

Desire to work
outdoors
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FIndings to Date

Sense of obligation to take

over the farm and desire to

be self employed were the
most commonly ranked No.T.

Desire to work outdoors was

the most ranked No.2.

Desire to work with animails
was the most ranked No.3.
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Q25 Do you think Teagasc has a role in agricultural education and career planning at
secondary school level? Please explain your answer
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FiIndings to date
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Issues/Problems arising

- NO maqjor issues to date
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Advisory/Education work (Jan — June
2018)

o Primary Food Production with WIT Food Business

o Beef practical skills and Feed ID with Level 6 .
=
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Distance education

e o Looking up resources for the new Level 6 courses
o Supervising practical exams

o Scribing and reading for written exams
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Schedule of Activities (Work Plan) :

Quarterly schedule
of research
activities:

June to Sept 2018 W Jan to March 2019 April to June 2019

Organise focus Analyse data

groups collected = Continue write up g Confinue write up

Transcribe Begin write up of

recordings T = Continue lit review

== Continue litf review

== Continue lit review
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