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Study Background 

• “The level of farm accidents is not 

decreasing. Similar accidents occur each 

year” (HSA, 2020). 

• Everyday farm hazards. 

• Limited implementation of occupational 

health and safety (OHS) controls by 

farmers. 
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Source: hsa.ie



Study Rationale 

• McNamara (2014) stated that for future programmes, advisors in the study 

requested shorter format material such as fact sheets and farm hazard 

inspection checklists. 

• Further and more focused extension approaches are required to widen the 

perspective of the farmer in relation to OHS adoption (McNamara et al., 2017).

• Targeted interventions have a greater likelihood of success (Lilley et al., 

2009). 
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Study Aim
• To develop and test user-friendly materials that will help to increase farmer and 

advisor engagement in OHS and that can be used regularly in advisory scenarios. 
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Source: YouTube 

Source: Teagasc.ie 

Source: hsa.ie 



Study Objectives 
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• Identify key problem areas in farm 
OHS which become the focus of the study. 1.

• Establish farmers’ and advisors’ 
current level of engagement with OHS and 
the nature of this engagement. 2.

• Develop user-friendly supports and 
materials (e.g. prompt sheets) with practical 
design, needed to increase advisor/ farmers 
engagement in good OHS practices. 

3.

• Test the materials developed and 
establish their effectiveness in increasing 
farmer and advisor engagement in OHS. 
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What the Literature is 

Saying 
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“Farming is one of the most dangerous 

occupations in Ireland with 1/3 of 

workplace fatalities occurring in the 

sector” (HSA, 2017) 

When addressing health and safety in 

the sector there is a need to tailor 

the approach in order to improve the 

situation (Teagasc, 2017). 

Issues such as farming masculinities and rural 

isolation make farmers, as a target group, ‘hard to 

reach’ when it comes to health and safety 

engagement and health interventions (Ní Laoire, 

(2005); Hammersley et al. (2020)).



Research Approach 
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Action 
Research 

Co-
Creation 
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Pre- design phase Interviews (advisors) 

Questionnaires pre-dissemination (farmers) 

Questionnaires post-dissemination (farmers) 

Interviews post-dissemination (advisors) 

Study Methodology

Design phase 

Dissemination of materials 

Testing phase: 

Evaluation of 

Effectiveness 



Study Population

Interviews 

• Teagasc Dry-Stock and Dairy Farm Advisors from Sligo, Roscommon, Galway, 

Mayo, Laois, Longford and Westmeath. 

• Purposive sampling based on- willingness to participate & relevance to the 

research being undertaken. 

Questionnaires

• Teagasc discussion group members – one group from each advisor 

participating (10-15 participants). 

• n≈100 farmers (dry-stock and dairy). 
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Practical utility of this study to the advisory service

• Study Objective number 3: 

Develop user-friendly supports and materials (e.g. prompt sheets, checklists 

and video clips) with practical design, needed to increase advisor/ farmers 

engagement in good OHS practices. 
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Useful to 
Farmers and 

Advisors 

Practical, 
Positive and 
Time Efficient 

Integrate with 
Farm 

Management 
Advice 



Schedule of 

Activities (Work 

Plan)

Jan 2021-June 2022
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MAgrSc Innovation and Support 2020-2022

Farmer and advisor engagement in occupational health and safety. 

Questions? 
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