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Yield Digs 2021 Results

The 2021 Bord Bia National Potato yield digs were recently completed and make
for some interesting observations. While crops were early planted the cold
weather in April and May coupled with the high temperatures in July affected
some crops but not others in certain parts of the country. This has resulted in
some fairly large variations between crops which may impact supply locally.
Overall however the potato crop yields are above the national average and both
Rooster and Kerrs Pink show a significant increase over the yields achieved in
2020.

Table 1 below shows the results form the last 5 years and the average yield form
those years. Table 2 shows the percentage change from year to year




While this years crops are above average there is quite a lot of variation in crops
for a variety of reasons mainly due to weather conditions. Many crops were
affected early in the season by cold weather and particularly some frosts which
led to uneven emergence in many crops throughout the country, this seemed to
be problematic all over the country but very localised in many areas, in some
cases there were fields affected while others close by were relatively unaffected.
This may have been down to planting date or depth or the aspect of the field i.e.
north facing or south facing. We even saw in some cases the affect of tall
hedgerows where frosts lingered longer into the day and subsequently delayed
emergence. That said most crops had a long enough season to reach full maturity
although there were reports in Kerr's Pink especially where high tuber numbers
delayed bulking and maturity.
The warm conditions in August and September ensured that bulking continued
well into the season and favourable harvesting conditions resulted in few losses
for most of the country with the exception of the north west where conditions
deteriorated during October.
Tables 3 and 4 below show the yields per county.
Note; Yields were calculated in tonnes per acre. Multiply figures by 2.471 to
calculate tonnes per hectare.




Seed

Many growers have already started to source their seed for the 2022 season.
While Rooster supplies might be a little tight, they should be fine for next year.
However there are growing concerns for many of the other varieties, this is mainly
due to Brexit and the ban on seed form the UK but also due to the flooding issues
in Europe during the summer. Therefore if you haven't started yet to source you
need to start to make phone calls to your merchants as soon as possible.

Anyone who intends using home saved seed for part of their crop next year
should get this seed virus tested. This can't be done here in Ireland but most
growers normally would get this done by NIAB in Cambridge. Earlier this year
growers continued to send samples to the lab for analysis but some reported
that there was extra paperwork that needed to be completed with the couriers
before sending, again this is due to Brexit. To see the range of tests available
and prices or to contact NIAB directly click on the link below for details;



Seed Testing Services NIAB

Fertiliser

Fertiliser costs are the big topic in all agricultural circles at the moment with not
only price but supply concerns also being talked about. The indication from some
suppliers is that the most popular blends or CCF's will be available, however
some of the speciality mixes may not be available or will at least be very limited,
this will be of concern to many potato growers. So start to make enquiries as
soon as soil test results are available.

Where the appointed fields are known, soil samples should be taken if not already
done and as soon as any outstanding results are available then a full fertiliser
plan should be completed looking at the most suitable mixes that are available,
this may even mean applying straights in some fields to balance up the nutrients
required. With the projected costs of fertiliser for a maincrop next year
somewhere between €1,100 and €1,200 per hectare next year, a 100% increase
on 2021, it was never  as important  to plan early.

Finally on behalf of all in Teagasc we wish you and your families a happy
Christmas and a safe and prosperous new year.



https://www.niab.com/labtest/#potatoes

