Teagasc Potato Newsletter

December 2019

YIELD DIG RESULTS

Autumn 2019 has not been particularly
kind to potato crops with somewhere
between 5-10% still o be harvested.
While the yield results below indicate
the potential yield of crops, the
saleable yield is likely to be significantly
reduced based on the amount of
damaged and diseased tubers now in
store. Therefore careful monitoring of
the crop in store will be required if the
recorded yields are fo be achieved.
Table 1 shows the results for Rooster
for each region, as rooster now makes
up over 50% of the maincrop area this
will result in a significant increase in
overall production over 2018. Table 2
gives the results for Kerr's Pink.

Table 1; (Rooster t/ac)

National

Average 2.47 18.86 0.76
Meath 2.37 16.24 0.73
Dublin 2.21 19.17 0.49

Wexford 2.7 20.98 0.98
Cork 2.42 18.87 0.39
Louth

Wicklow/ 2.52 18.92 0.91

Kilkenny

Table 2; (Kerr's Pink t/ac)

National
Average 3.59 14.21 0.45
Cork 4.1 15.11 0.58
Louth/Kilkenny | 3.86 15.15 0.47
Meath 2.36 13.31 0.17
Wexford 4.04 13.31 0.58

The yields recorded show a significant
increase on the 2018 crop and for
rooster it is the third highest yielding
crop since 2000. In the last 10 years
only the crop of 2017 was higher.
Rooster yielded significantly higher
than the 10 year average of 16.461/ac
however Kerr's Pink is only slightly
over the 10 year average of 14.021/ac.

Waste is largely similar to 2018
however this has increased
significantly with all the difficulties
experienced during harvest.

Figure 1; Yield trends
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Table 3 below shows the percentage
change from the previous years' yield
digs. Again this helps to illustrate that
crops in 2018 fell a long way short of
their potential, given the yields that we
achieved in 2017 and 2019, which were
the two highest recorded harvests over
the last 10 years.
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Table 3 (% increase or decrease)

07/08 -0.8 -5
08/09 -10 -13.5
09/10 +28 +20
10/11 -1 +1
11/12 -26.4 -33.5
12/13 +16.2 +38.2
13/14 +115 +1.4
14/15 +10.4 +6.1
15/16 -6.1 -2.3
16/17 +12.0 +0.2
17/18 -31.1 -23.3
18/19 +27.58 +18.75

The area of maincrop varieties planted
in 2019 also increased slightly from
7,325ha in 2018 to 7,434ha this year.
Consequently the overall production for
the 2019 crop, will be higher than 2018.
However much of this increased
production has already been used up as
2019 Rooster was being used earlier
this year than in 2018 due to the
smaller crop in store towards the end of
the summer.

SEED

Most growers are in the process of
either taking delivery of seed or
ordering their requirements for 2020.
This process needs to be completed as
soon as possible, for many reasons.

As mentioned in earlier newsletters at
this stage we don't know for sure what
affect, if any, Brexit, which is due to be
triggered at the end of January, will
have on seed supply. In the event of a
deal being agreed on or before January
31°" then the likelihood is that normal
business will continue until a new trade

deal has been agreed. This trade deal is
due to be completed by the end of
2020.

Due to a scarcity of certified seed in
2018 some growers used home saved
seed to fill the gaps. In many cases this
seed didn't perform as well as the
certified seed and so growers who used
home saved seed that performed poorly
will no doubt look for “new” certified
seed for 2020. This could put an extra
demand on seed.

Another reason why seed might be
scarce is the continued growth in the
Rooster area and processing varieties.
As the areas of varieties such as Kerr's
Pink, Queens and Golden Wonders
continue to decline this area is being
taken up by Rooster and some
processing varieties. While in theory
Rooster seed should be readily available
if the area increases this may make
supplies tighter. Also many of the
processing varieties are used
extensively in the UK and so growers
here are in direct competition for that
seed with UK growers.

MERRY CHRISTMAS

Finally on behalf of all our staff at
Teagasc we wish you and your families a
safe and happy Christmas and a
prosperous New Year!
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