
Desiccation

Many growers have already started

desiccating crops and in many cases the

follow-up application will be due shortly. As

mentioned in earlier newsletters, growers

need to experiment this year with alternative

strategies to get a feel for what works best in

their own situation. Currently the only

approved chemical alternative to diquat is

Spotlight Plus (Carfentrazone). It works

completely differently than diquat, in that it is

purely contact and has no systemic activity, it

works primarily on the stems and not the

leaves. It is slower acting than and also

requires high levels of light intensity i.e.

sunny conditions and warm conditions 20oC

in order to work at its best. Therefore it is

best applied in the afternoon, evening or

early morning applications tend not to as

effective. In the UK and on the continent it is

used in combination with diquat but also with

haulm toppers either before but more often

after flailing has been carried out.

Some growers are experimenting with haulm

topping this year and in some cases are

getting on quite well. It remains to be seen

how effective this method of haulm

destruction can be in wet seasons. Where

toppers are being used there are a few

guidelines that growers need to follow;

1. Make sure dry matters are at the
desired level before flailing

2. Flail on a dry day to reduce the threat
of spreading disease.

3. Flail at approximately 8 inches (20
cm) to leave enough plant material
for uptake of chemical

4. Make sure all debris is moved into the
alleys

5. Toppers must make a clean cut on
the tops (Fig. 1)

6. All must be stems are cut. This can be
difficult in lodged crops. (Fig. 2)

7. Apply desiccant as soon as possible
after flailing ideally the following day.
However, where tops are covering
stems allow 2-3 days wilting before
applying the desiccant.

8. Include a blight treatment with the
desiccant

Figure 1: Good haulm topping

Figure 2: Poor haulm topping

The wet August has also given us another

problem when deciding to burn off in that in

many cases dry matters are below 20%.

While there is no doubt that the wet weather

made crops hold on longer we must also

question the nutrition of crops in many cases.

Late applications of trace element mixtures

often containing nitrogen can delay maturity,

lower dry matters and thereby delay

senescence.
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While diquat was good at stopping even very

strong plants quickly, Spotlight is not as

effective. Therefore the use of all of these

products, which are often applied during

stable canopy phase in order to keep the

canopy green, must be questioned in future.

________________________

Blight

There have been many of reports of blight
over the last few weeks with all the rain in
August. Don’t cut back on the programme at
this stage even if the crops are being
desiccated and especially if you are topping
or using Spotlight Plus. Halum topping will
leave the stems damaged and exposed so
appliy a fungicide as soon as possible after
the crop has been topped. You may have to
wait 24-48 hours to let material die if it is
lying on top of some of the stems. Where
you are using Spotlight Plus include a
fungicide with both applications as the leaves
will still have some life left in them and so
need protection.

Figure; 3 Blight Lesion

_______________________

Seed

While it might seem strange to be thinking of
seed for the 2020 season at this stage the
on-going story of Brexit could have
potentially very serious implications for the
2020 crop. Currently approximately 50% of
all our seed for common varieties like
Rooster and Kerr’s pink come from Scotland,

while almost all of the seed for salads and
processing varieties come from the UK.

In the event of a no deal Brexit the UK now
become a “third country” with no access to
the EU for potatoes until a bi-lateral
agreement has been signed. This potentially
could take months to sort out leaving the
window for getting access to seed next
spring very tight, if at all. Even where an
agreement has been developed there will be
more inspections and certification required
which in itself could cause further delays.

Unfortunately there is not a lot that anyone
can do at this stage until the decision by the
UK government to leave or not is made. Then
and only then will the necessary negotiations
begin. For further details log on to;
https://www.agriculture.gov.ie/farmingsector
s/crops/potatoes/

For growers there isn’t much you can do, if
you have applied to the seed certification
scheme to grow some of your own needs,
this will help to offset some of the short fall.
Otherwise growers should contact their local
merchant and try to secure supplies from
Irish seed growers or other EU growers if
possible.

_______________________

UP-COMING EVENTS

Blight trials workshop
Venue; Teagasc Oak Park Carlow
Date; Wednesday 4th September
Time; 11am – 1.00pm
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