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Research question:

?

What is the financial value of
Short Rotation Forestry in Ireland?
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1. To identify market opportunities for
growers of SRF in Ireland.

2. To optimise the allocation of SRF
products to maximise the financial
value from the point of view of the
landowner .

Objectives:
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Conceptual framework

SRF stand data SRF potential markets data

Bucking to value optimisation

Potential financial value

Unit conversion
tool
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Sampling frame: Scope

• Wood energy: Firewood and
woodchip for energy

• Panel board: Medium Density Fibre
Board (MDF) and Orientated
Strand Board (OSB)

• Sawmill: Fencing and pallet

 Work done. Methodology: Market survey

Sample of SRF
potential user companies

interviewed (30)



Interviews and analysis

• Semi-structured interview, face to face

• Questions:

1. Awareness, perceptions and information wanted on SRF

2. Source of raw material

3. Requirements of raw material

4. Purchase

5. Supply-demand

• Responses analysis: spreadsheet

and qualitative management data software NVivo 10
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Not familiar
with SRF

76%

Familiar
with SRF

24%

Knowledge of SRF

Favourable
30%

Negative
34%

No
opinion

36%

Willingness to use SRF

• SRF information and

education needs were

identified by 70%
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0

20

40

60

80

100

Small End Diameter Large End Diameter

c
m

Dimensions of preferred log from SRF

Min

Mean

Max

Length: typically 3m



0

100

200

300

400

500

600

700
T

h
o

u
s
a
n

d
to

n
n

e
s

Annual raw material intake1

Min

Median

Max

Range 400 to
650,000 tonnes

Median 5000
tonnes

1Assumed
conversion
1 m3 = 1 t

 Work done. Results: Market survey



 Work done. Results: Market survey



• There is a potential market for SRF in Ireland

• The wood energy sector was the most
favourable

• Further research, development and
dissemination actions will be required to develop
SRF in Ireland.

• Growers may need to group to effectively market
SRF.

• Targets on renewables may not be met without
support measures to stimulate the investment in
wood energy.

 Work done. Conclusions: Market survey



 Future work. Value optimisation


