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To support compstitive farming and promofe environmental protection in Ireland, Teagosc, the Fish
Agriculture and Food Development Authority, is underfaking an Agricultural Cofchments Programme
to evaluate the effectiveness of the Mifrates Deective Mational Action Programme. The Agricultural
Catochment: Programme is based on o sciencestakeholder-management partnership fo generafe
knowledge, support competitive farming and profect woter quality from nitrogen (M) and phosphorus
(P] transfers. Catchments for the programme were idenfified by compining raster- ond vectorbazed
daotazets, representing o ronge of form enferprse ond environmental vorokles, in o GlE-bosed
mulficriterio decision analysis to idenfify areas of potential N and P transfer risk to water bodiss. This
analysiz was supporfed oy proctical hydrometric criterio and aszessment fo sslect eight cotchments
[5-12 km2] with o range of agrhcultural infernsities and vulnerak$ities fo nitrate and phosphons loss.
3 of the catchment: ore dominated by grasslond ond fwo by arable lond. An extensive monitoring
programme will be used to generate long-ferm datasets of changses in field and farmyard nutrient
sources, tephen ize and nutrient pathways through the soilfsuoscl system, delivery ond mass flux fo
waoter bodies. The kicphysical menitoring is being supported by network advizors & monitoring of farm-
evel socic-economics parameters in each catchment.
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