PADRAIG MC KENNA — WHITAKER HATCHERIES



Rearing period

Transfer from the rearing house
to the production house

Start of Lay



What Do We
Want To
Achieve In
Rear ?




A flock of pullets iIs measured by 5 criteria:

Bodyweight profile during rearing (at 5 wks and at transfer)
Uniformity of the flock

Feed intake capacity
Age at sexual maturity
Health status
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Uniformity
(at 16 weeks)

Evaluation
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Age in Target Age in Target

Weeks grms Weeks grms
1 65 10 840
2 105 11 940
3 170 12 1040
4 240 13 1130
5 320 14 1220
6 400 15 1300
7 510 16 1380
8 620 17 1440
9 740 18 1500







SUPER STARTER GROWER

STARTER
B  Super Starter Feed 2950 Kcal/kg 19-20 % CP
D starter Feed 2850 Kcal/kg 17-18 % CP
I Grower Feed 2750 Kcal/kg 15-16 % CP

Pre Lay Feed 2759 Kcal/kg 15-16 % CP
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Vaccinations are preventative measures against infectious diseases
Which Keep your flock healthy and productive
One of the most important weekly tasks a rearer will perform
Can be tailored to suit specific areas/farms
IB(infectious Bronchitis) provide most common field Challenges
Good vaccination helps avoid secondary infection

Optional extras include E.coli, Coccidiosis TRT Pasteurella
Autogenous vaccine

Booster Vaccines
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Most important
period in the
young pullets

life

Body weight
typically 1380gs
@ 16 wks in rear

Trying not lose
all the good
work of the

rearing period

By 30wks of age
2000gs Increase
of 620gs (44%
INncrease)

The young
pullet is only half
way there

Good Start =
Good Flock =




Transfer 1Is a massive
event

Changes in
environment,
Temperature, Humidity
and Equipment

Therefor it cause major
Stress

Best done between 16
and 17 wks



Feeders and Drinkers raised night before

Birds are woken up in the middle of their
night

Chased into a pen
Caught and injected
Loaded into a module
Hauled for hours

Loaded off the lorry



Tipped into the new production system

Standing on wire or plastic slatted (rearing
in litter)

Doors open low temperature
Search for Feeders/Drinkers
New Feed type/Texture

Water temperature



Important to make transfer as smooth as possible

Preheat house to warm up structures (Winter period)

Light intensity increased so birds can quickly discover their new environment
Feed in feeders Prelay as a transition feed

Water temperature

Light duration same plateau as rearing house

Walk birds get them used to you

Check crop fill in evening

Once birds are full up let them rest






Build our Pullet back up After the Stress of
Transfer

Bodyweight loss of between 10 and 15 %

Can take 3 to 4 wks to get BW back to
breed standard

Easier to achieve in colony system

Vital to monitor bodyweight and
Feed/water consumption

Success here leads to a high persistent
peak and a long laying life for the flock

This phase has a big effect on egg size



Remember: birds continue
to develop till 35 weeks of
age!

Growth does not stop at
transfer at 17 weeks



% of lay and egg size (g)
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Pullet bodyweight at first egg (g)

':2:; 1300 to 1500 1500 to 1700 1700 to 1900 > 1900
18 - 28 49.8 53.3 56.1 57.6
28 - 40 57.6 59.2 61.0 62.4
40 - 60 61.7 62.6 64.6 65.8




Hendrix Genetics, 2020



70

65

60

55

50

45

16

20

24

50 % lay - 21 weeks

50 % lay - 20 weeks

50 % lay - 19 weeks

: I lier | I o
- 4,5 eggs more
-1 g of AEW less
- Egg mass similar

== Standard - 1g

= Standard

: <later | o

- 4,5 eggs less
-1 g of AEW more
-Egg mass similar

== Standard + 1g

28

32




Hendrix Genetics, 2020



~
@)
o/
-
e
2
2
[@)]
@)
L

65

3
Eggweight evolution
+ 2.5
T2
+ 15
Q
N\
2
)
- o)
Egg weigh I ~
Weekly evolution eggweight increase
45 ~
T 0.5
40 -+ttt O
SRR P RRAG LR QPP RE S
%’—/

l Age (en semaine)

Optimal period to control the egg weight through

nutrition : after it is too late or nutritionnal response is
lower






WITH AID AND CONSTRUCTION OF SLIDES, MANY THANKS TO

- HENDRIX GENETICS FOR SOME OF THE DATA PROVIDED
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