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National Farm Survey - background 

 Operated by Teagasc since 1972 

 EU Statutory Requirement – official farm income statistics 

 Sample of 1,000 farms - nationally representative of 80,000 farms 

 Not represented: pigs, poultry, horses, horticulture & very small farms 

 Today estimates based on 800 farms (estimates within 1.5% of total) 

 Data provided voluntarily by farmers 



Definitions 

 Gross output  

 Market gross output revenue from market sales  

 Total gross output includes subsidies 

 Family Farm Income (FFI) 

 calculated by deducting all farm costs from gross output 

 family labour is not included as a cost 

 return to family labour, management and investment 



Average Farm Income 2014 



Family Farm Income  

€25,437 
€26,974 



Distribution of Income 2014 



Distribution of Income 



Farm Systems 



Farm Systems 

1.Dairy 
2.Cattle Rearing 
3.Cattle Other 
4.Sheep 
5.Tillage 
6.Mixed Livestock 



Dairy Farming 



Cattle Rearing 



Cattle Other 



Sheep 



Tillage 



Mixed Livestock 



Income Changes by System: 2013 to 2014 



Family Farm Income by System 



Family Farm Income by System 



Income per Farm & per Labour Unit 



Income Distribution 
 14,000 farms (18%) of farms produced an income of over €50,000 



Income Distribution 
 14,000 farms (18%) of farms produced an income of over €50,000 



 

New Farm Investment 



New Investment  

 €620 million invested by farms  

 Down 3% from 2013 

 Investment down on all systems except dairy 

 Dairy related investment accounted for 63% of all new 

investment 

 Dairy investment up 16% to €22,000 per farm 

 Average borrowings on all farm €23,500 

 Dairy farms €65,300  



 

The importance of Direct 
Payments 



Composition of Direct Payments 



Income and Direct Payments 2014 



Market Income by Farm System 



 

Regional Analysis 





Regional Analysis 2014 



Regional Analysis 2014 



 

Farm Household 
Demographics 



Age of Farmer and Off-farm Employment 
 

 
• 64% of farms 

demographically viable 
 

• 23% of farm households 
have a pension 



Off-farm employment 2005 to 2014 

59% 

51% 

29% 



Off-farm employment by holder 2014 



Conclusions 



Main Conclusions 
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