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These potato growers 
have found their niche
Shane Kennedy 
Teagasc tillage advisor, Drogheda

Volatile prices, smaller mar-

rising costs are increasing the 
pressure on potato growers. Super-
markets, who sell three-quarters of  
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potatoes. 
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Soil and fertility are key
-

-
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out all potato-planting operations 
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An interesting example of  this is 
-

-

-

Louth potato  
growers have  
it in the bag
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because they may not be around for 
much longer!

More likely, it’s testament to the 
brothers’ skill in the farm workshop, 
repairing and maintaining equip-
ment and the ‘‘getting the basics 
right’’ philosophy, which permeates 
their approach.

The brothers, consciously or uncon-
sciously, close the loop on their farm-
ing enterprise as much as possible 
and the traditional mixed farming 
operation tends to lend a hand in this. 
They use the potatoes that don’t make 
the grade for fattening cattle along 
with various cereals grains that they 
grow and roll themselves. 

Farmyard manure
The farmyard manure that these 
cattle produce is then stored indoors 
for as long as possible to preserve its 
nutrient status and is then spread on 
the land to improve soil fertility and 
reduce fertiliser costs. All of  the land 
they farm is within a 2km radius of  
their yard. 

The fact that Nicholas and Martin 
never have any problem renting good, 
fresh potato ground is testament to 
their reputation and good neighbour-
ly qualities – they can be relied upon 
for tending to the stock of  neighbour-
ing farmers when they are on holiday. 

It is also a truly family affair 
whereby Nicholas can draw on his 
children and extended family for help 
during busy periods as most of  them 
also live within a few kilometres of  
the farmyard. His wife Anne looks 
after the paperwork.

EU visionaries like to talk about op-
timum food production models. This 
is where high-quality locally grown 
and consumed food is produced at 
a competitive cost and where waste 
streams are integrated back into a 
production system which is both 
economically and environmentally 
sustainable. It sounds very like what 
the Halpennys have been doing for 
years.

In total just 
9,000ha of 
potatoes are 
now grown 
annually in 
Ireland. It 
is an area 
which is 
declining as 
consump-
tion and the 
pressure 
of imports 
takes its 
toll on Irish 
growers

Shane Kennedy and  
Nicholas Halpenny.

QUALITY
“The Halpennys have established a 
reputation for the appearance and 
eating quality of their potatoes,” 
says Shane Kennedy. “That comes 
down to the ground they use to grow 
the potatoes, the fertiliser and pest 
management regimes, and in particu-
lar the handling and storage of the 
potatoes.”
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