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Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine... 

Forest Sector Development; Forest Service Inspectorate; Administrative Division (Also Research, Food 
& Codex) 

...responsible for implementing national forest policy 

...regulates afforestation, forest road construction, felling & aerial fertilisation, under the Forestry Act 
2014 & Forestry regulations 2017 (S.I.191 / 2017) 

...regulates both Coillte & private 

...responsibilities under the Water Framework Directive, Habitats Directive, EIA Directive, etc. 

...other roles, e.g. National Forest Inventory, carbon accounting, forest health (Plant Health Directive), 
Forest Reproductive Material Directive, EUTR, FLEGT  

...preparation for BREXIT 

...delays with licensing dominating, due to file build-ǳǇ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ Ψ9ŎƻƭƻƎȅ ²ƻǊƪƭƛǎǘΩ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ !ǇǇŜŀƭǎ Ą 
major impact on forestry sector but resourced plan now in action 



Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine... 

...promote sustainable forestry, under 2014-2020 Forestry Programme (inter alia):  

ü Afforestation Scheme (12 options, incl. agro-forestry, native woodland) 

ü Schemes for forest roads, tending & thinning, and continuous cover forestry  

ü Native Woodland Conservation Scheme 

ü NeighbourWood Scheme 

ü Just-released Woodland Creation on Public Lands Scheme  

 

Government Policy άǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛǾŜ ϧ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴŀōƭŜ ŦƻǊŜǎǘ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǘƘŀǘ 
provides a full range of economic, environmental & social benefits to society & which accords with the 

Forest Europe definition of sustainable forest managementΦέ 

OR 

Ψ¢ƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǘǊŜŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǇƭŀŎŜΩ 



Forestry in Ireland ς multi-ŦŀŎŜǘǘŜŘΧ 

ü Stark growth advantage   

ü 11% of total land area, aiming for 18% by 2046 

ü Carbon sink, 2.8 to 4.8 million tonnes of CO2 equivalents per year from 
2006 to 2016 

ü Sector contributes ϵ2.3 billion to the national gross domestic product 
(GDP) 

ü Almost half of forests (49.2%) in private ownership 

ü 29% broadleaves 

ü Growing resource, annual increment >> the amount felled 

ü Vibrant, export-oriented forest products sector, with over 80% of wood-
based panels being exported 

ü Strong focus on ecosystem services ς water & soil, biodiversity, 
landscape, amenity...  



Employment & income generating, from 
nursery to the final crop & beyond ,into 
processing & end-use 



Additional co-benefits... 
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Additional co-benefits... 
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At Risk water bodies where 
forestry is a significant pressure 
(alone or with other pressures) 

From the River Basin Management Plan for Ireland 
2018-2021 



Afforestation trends  

(DAFM National Forest Inventory, 2017) 

Historical perspective 



Characterisation process behind 2nd cycle 
RBMP... 
 
Forestry ranked the 4th most significant pressure 
ƻƴ Ψŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΩ ǿŀǘŜǊ ōƻŘƛŜǎ 
 
 
 
 
Forestry ranked the most significant pressure on 
high ecological status (HES) objective river water 
bodies deemed to ōŜ ŀǘ Ψŀǘ ǊƛǎƪΩΦΦΦ 
 
 
ΦΦΦǎǘǊƻƴƎ ƻǾŜǊƭŀǇ ǿƛǘƘ ΨƭŜƎŀŎȅ ǎƛǘŜǎΩ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘƛƴƎ 

clearfell stage 



At Risk water bodies where 
forestry is a significant pressure 
(alone or with other pressures) 

Distribution of forests in Ireland  
(DAFM National Forest Inventory, 
2017) 



A. Poorly sited, designed & managed forests can lead to negative impacts on water 

B. However, appropriately sited, designed & managed forests can: 

ü  deliver key water-related ecosystem services 

ü  play an important role in meeting WFD objectives 

Therefore, 
eliminate Ψ!Ω and 
ǇǊƻƳƻǘŜ Ψ.Ω 



Native 
Woodland 
Scheme Package 

Supporting farmers & other landowners to conserve existing native 
woodlands & to establish new native woodlands, to (inter alia) protect & 
enhance water & aquatic ecosystems 

Operating since early 2000s in partnership with Woodland of Ireland, 
NPWS, IFI, Heritage Council & others 

Support for 
restoring existing 
native 
ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘǎΧ  



... and for converting conifer 
stands to ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘΧ  



Native Woodland Establishment Scheme*  

ü Supports the  creation of new native woodland...  

ü ...ǘƻ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ LǊŜƭŀƴŘΩǎ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜ ϧ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜŘ 
eco-system services  

ü Focused on the most appropriate native woodland type(s), minimal site 
inputs, & long-term ƳŀƴŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ǳƴŘŜǊ ΨŎƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ŎƻǾŜǊ ŦƻǊŜǎǘǊȅΩ  

ü Application ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜŘ ōȅ ŀ Ψb²{ CƻǊŜǎǘŜǊΩΣ ŜŎƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ ƛƴǇǳǘ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ƻƴ 
sensitive sites  

ü Highest grant & premium rates available, up to ϵ6,220 / ha grant (incl. 
fencing allowance) plus up to ϵ680 / ha / yr premium for 15 years   

ü An option for farmers in highly sensitive areas, to create new woodlands as 
part of their farm enterprise  

 

* ΨDǊŀƴǘ ϧ tǊŜƳƛǳƳ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊƛŜǎΩ ф ϧ мл ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ŦŦƻǊŜǎǘŀǘƛƻƴ {ŎƘŜƳŜ  
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Water-related eco-system services  of 
native woodland 

ü ǊŜŘǳŎŜǎ ǎŜŘƛƳŜƴǘ ΨƳƻōƛƭƛǎŀǘƛƻƴΩ ϧ 
runoff into watercourses  

ü intercepts nutrient runoff into 
watercourses  

ü stabilises banks  

 

ü ƛƴǇǳǘǎ ŦƻƻŘ όΨƭŜŀŦ ŘǊƻǇΩύ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
aquatic ecosystem  

ü provides shading / cooling of water  

ü helps regulate floodwater  

ü restores the riparian ecosystem  



www.agriculture.gov.ie/forestservice/  



Other co-
benefits,  
e.g.  
ǿƻƻŘ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘǎΧ 

Photo John Cross 

Photo Joe Gowran 


