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Grass10 Weekly Update el
AdcatiREiia Koo Deveoncus Avaokiee GRASSLAND EXCELLENCE FOR
25th May 2021
PastureBase data from dairy farms: MPasture ase
AFC Cover/LU Stocking Growth Demand Diet (Grass + Meal) | Pre Grazing Yield
Rate
762 Kg DM/Ha | 195 Kg DM/LU | 3.9 LU/ha | 66 Kg DM/ha | 57 Kg DM/Ha | 14.5 Kg DM + 3.5 Kg [ 1596 Kg DM/Ha
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current grass growth rates over the
last week.
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On the right: counties map show-
ing predicted grass growth over the
next 7 days from farms involved in
Elodie Ruelle’s MoSt grass growth
model (55 farms).
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Predicted Growth Rate:

Ballyhaise 86 kg DM/ha
South Wexford 89 kg DM/ha
Athenry 95 kg DM/ha
Clonakilty 64 kg DM/ha
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Keeping an eye on Pre— Grazing Yield in the Premier County Grass Dry Matter %
Moorepark, Co. Cork

14.6% (1400 Kg DM/Ha)

Brendan Phelan farms with his wife Louise & 3 children in Moyne, on
the outskirts of Thurles in Co. Tipperary. Brendan is the host farmer for
the Grass10 Grazing Discussion Group in Thurles.

Grange, Co. Meath
18% (1200 Kg DM/Ha)

“The Grass10 group were back out last week on our farm, it was great
to get out walking paddocks again with other people. The Zoom’s during
the Spring were great, but you cant beat the interaction of a Discussion
group”

“I was a small bit tight on grass last week, so | grazed a paddock marked for silage on Brendan’s Grass Data

the groups advice. However if we get favourable weather next week | would say

we will be taking paddocks out for bales soon” AFC 793 kg DM/ha
“Cows are performing well at the minute, delivering 2.02 Kg's of Milk Solids per ' Cover/LU 195 kg DM/ha
cow per day, they are just beginning to start to start their decline, so my plan is to

keep quality grass ahead to extend the peak” Growth 77 kg DM/ha/day
“My target is to continue to graze 1400 Kg DM/ha covers on an 18— 21 day rotation 'Demand 63 kg DM/ha/day
and take surplus bales out when | need to PGY 1450 kg DM/ha
The difficult weather has affected graze-outs on some of Brendan’s paddocks,

however he has a plan for them. “I have made note of any paddocks that are poor- LU/Ha 4.07

ly grazed and these are earmarked for bales in the next rotation Diet (Grass+Meal) 16kg + 2.5kg
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A D3 Ahead 0 g Rate 0 e and Pre a O eld
815 Kg DM/Ha 18.5 days 3.4 LU/ha 56 Kg DM/ha 44 Kg DM/Ha 1708 Kg DM/ha
Clonakilty Agricultural Grass-only 250 k Grass-clover 150 k
College — Grass/Clover Niha Niha
trial update Date 24/5/2021 24/5/2021
Brian McCar‘thV ’ i AVeraqe farm cover (kq DM/ 821 832
Growth has been high for the h Cover/LU (kg/LU) 175 177
last two weeks, between 80
and 90 kg DM/ha per day so we skipped a Growth (kg DW/ha per day) 84 88
paddock for bales in each treatment last Demand (kg DM/ha per day) 75 75
week and this week. We weren’t able to cut :
k h
the paddock last week due to the weather Stocking rale (cows/ha 4.69 4.69
so our stocking rate is high, hopefully we Pre-grazing yield (kg DM/ 1600 1600
will cut out the 2 paddocks at the end of ha) — : :
this week and reduce our stocking rate Fertiliser 21 units/acre 10 units/acre
again. Cow diet 16 kg DM grass plus 1 kg concentrate
Utilisation and post-grazing residuals have Milk yield (kg) 25.9 27.4
been poor for the last week but hopefully if ["Fat content (%) 4.59 4.3
we can get cows going into the right covers _ -
and the weather improves we can get on Protein content (%) 3.75 3.7
top of it again. Milk solids yield (k) 2.16 219

GFOY Update - Peter
& Tom McGuinness,

Sheep Category Win-
ner

“We've increased de-
mand to over 70kg/day
by taking out more
ground for silage and ;
bringing more stock on- |3
to the grazing block.
We've also cut back fer-
tiliser to reduce the amount of surplus,
we’re following with 15u N/ac of protected
urea.”

Rotation No. 3rd Rotation (half way through)

AFC 914 Kg DM/ha

Days Ahead 14 days ahead

Growth 75 Kg DM/ha/day

Demand 72 Kg DM/ha/day

Stocking Rate 4.6 LU/ha

PGY (kg DM/ 1500 Kg DM/ha

ha)

Fertiliser Following with 15u N/ac protected
urea

No. Mobs 3 mobs
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