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Very brief rundown of types of archaeological monuments.

How and why monuments are protected.

Archaeology in the RDP agri-environment schemes.

The future.
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Series of 12 Farmers Journal articles by NMS staff available at:

https://www.archaeology.ie/publications-forms-legislation

The first farmers in Ireland - Irish Farmers Journal -

Week 1
953 KB

Ireland's earliest farmhouses - Irish Farmers Journal 

- Week 2
1.1 MB

The tombs of our ancestors - Irish Farmers Journal -

Week 3
1.3 MB

Ireland's first golden age - Irish Farmers Journal -

Week 4
1.9 MB

Life during the Iron Age - Irish Farmers Journal -

Week 5
127 KB

Early Christian Ireland - Irish Farmers Journal -

Week 6
1.3 MB

Early medieval farmsteads - Irish Farmers Journal -

Week 7
126 KB

The Vikings' legacy in Ireland - Irish Farmers 

Journal - Week 8
171 KB

Medieval grange farms - Irish Farmers Journal -

Week 9
128 KB

Anglo-Norman castles - Irish Farmers Journal -

Week 10
1.2 MB

Ireland's Tower Houses - Irish Farmers Journal -

Week 11
1.7 MB

Fortified Houses of Ireland - Irish Farmers Journal -

Week 12
674 KB

https://www.archaeology.ie/publications-forms-legislation
https://www.archaeology.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/nms-farmers-journal-01.pdf
https://www.archaeology.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/nms-farmers-journal-02.pdf
https://www.archaeology.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/nms-farmers-journal-03.pdf
https://www.archaeology.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/nms-farmers-journal-04.pdf
https://www.archaeology.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/nms-farmers-journal-05.pdf
https://www.archaeology.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/nms-farmers-journal-06.pdf
https://www.archaeology.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/nms-farmers-journal-07.pdf
https://www.archaeology.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/nms-farmers-journal-08.pdf
https://www.archaeology.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/nms-farmers-journal-09.pdf
https://www.archaeology.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/nms-farmers-journal-10.pdf
https://www.archaeology.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/nms-farmers-journal-11.pdf
https://www.archaeology.ie/sites/default/files/media/publications/nms-farmers-journal-12.pdf
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NMS Historic Environment Viewer:
https://maps.archaeology.ie/HistoricEnvironment/

https://maps.archaeology.ie/HistoricEnvironment/
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• c. 10000 B.C. Earliest evidence for human activity in Ireland. 

• c. 7500 B.C. Hunter-gatherers.

• c. 4000 B.C. Introduction of farming, more permanent settlements burial 

monuments etc.
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Farming and archaeology

Until very recent times, most structures in the landscape were 
built by farming communities.

Largely a farming heritage that is being conserved.

Important to help farmers to preserve it.
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Archaeology protected under:

National Monuments legislation

Planning legislation

EIA

Cross Compliance.
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Why protect archaeological monuments?
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Why protect archaeological monuments?
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Why protect archaeological monuments?

• Education/recreation resource for ourselves

• Important to many people as they contribute to a sense of place.

• When they are gone, they are gone: piecemeal destruction over time must 
be prevented.

• Of potential financial benefit to farmers (GLAS, agri-tourism, future 
schemes).

• Rural development asset for the wider community.

• Unique selling point for overseas visitors.
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Archaeology in the RDP agri-environment schemes.
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• Rural Environment Protection Scheme (REPS)-

Archaeological actions. Closed July 2009.

• Agri-Environment Options Scheme (AEOS)- No 

archaeological actions. Opened in March 2010.

• Green Low-Carbon Agri-Environment Scheme 

(GLAS)-Archaeological actions. Opened in 2014.
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REPS 1-3; Measure 7: 

Protect Features of Historical and Archaeological Interest.
• Buffer areas, where no ground disturbance could take place, extending 

from the external perimeters of monuments.

• Extra payment for farmers who facilitated public access to their land for 

‘environmentally friendly leisure and sporting activities’.

• Consideration of impacts ploughing at monuments with little or no surface 

trace.

• Increased awareness of monuments and incorporation into farm plans.

• Actions at monuments attracting payment.

• Management practices.
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Management practices in REPS:

• REPS 4: ‘Prescribe management practices that ensure the protection of these 

features.’ 

• Avoid damage by heavy machinery and continuous movement of animals.

• No dumping of materials on monuments.

• No storage of fertilisers, fodder or chemicals on monuments.

• Keep monuments and buffers free of scrub, by appropriate levels of grazing.

• Don’t fence off monuments.

• Correct method of felling trees and removing the timber.

• Don’t use historic buildings for livestock.

• Siting troughs carefully
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REPS 4; Measure 7: 

Establish biodiversity strips surrounding features of historical and 

archaeological interest.
• Launched in 2007

• ‘All sites recorded in the Register (sic) of Monuments and Places, even where 

not visible, must be protected by buffer strips.’ (REPS 4 Farmer’s Handbook)

• Buffer zones around margins to become an ‘uncultivated and unsown margin’, 

which might ‘become a refuge for rare plants.’

• Dropped the public access option.

• Recommended that any ‘new sites’ (ie monuments not marked on Record of 

Monuments maps), should be reported to NMS.

• Clearly stated that monuments should not be fenced off and scrub generation 

should be kept in check by appropriate levels of grazing.
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GLAS Option 1: Establish and maintain a buffer margin around a visible

archaeological monument in a tillage parcel.



Body Level One

Body Level Two

Body Level Three

Body Level Four

Body Level Five

31 An Roinn Tithíochta, Rialtais Áitiúil agus Oidhreachta | Department of Housing, Local Government and Heritage

GLAS Option 2: ‘Managing vegetation around a visible archaeological 

monument in an eligible grassland parcel(s).’
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A short history of biodiversity at archaeological monuments 

in the RDP:

• Biodiversity strip in REPS 4.

• National Monuments Service had asked that monuments would attract greening 

payment as ecological focus areas.

• In 2015, protected archaeological sites were designated as Landscape Features 

by the Dept. of Agriculture.

• This meant that their biodiversity value was recognised and that, in theory, they 

could be used as ecological focus areas. 

• SO, BIODIVERSITY VALUE OF PROTECTED ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES 

HAS BEEN ACCEPTED.

• But, Greening is no more, so has the moment passed?
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What do we know about CAP Strategic Plans?

• Must address 3 General Objectives and 6 Specific Objectives.

• Most relevant here are: 

• G.O. 2. to bolster environmental care and climate action and to 

contribute to the environmental- and climate-related objectives 

of the Union; 

• G.O. 3. to strengthen the socio-economic fabric of rural areas.

•

• S.O. f. Contribute to the protection of biodiversity, enhance 

ecosystem services and preserve habitats and landscapes
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What do we know about CAP Strategic Plans?

• Strategic Plans will answer national problems & needs, aligned 

with EU objectives.

• Enhanced conditionality.

• Plans should be ambitious for the environment and climate.

• Plans should establish a clear baseline and lay down ambitious 

actions to exceed it.

• Actions should tie in to relevant EU legislation and national 

plans

• Actions should be capable of attracting large numbers of 

farmers and not be too specialist.
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What kind of actions might be needed? 
• Not re-wilding.

• The GLAS actions still of value.

• Establishment of buffer areas might be converted to 

provision of species rich grassland or permanent grassland.

• Provision of bird boxes and bat boxes.

• Minimum tillage.

• Taking monuments with no surface trace out of production.

• Re-wetting.

• Reducing stock numbers on/near a monument.

• Need to consider other natural heritage and farm 

management measures and see which of them can be 

implemented at or near a monument without risk to the 

monument.
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Monuments functioning as a focus of biodiversity, with a broader area 

around them going over to organic or high nature value farming?

Archaeologists need advice from other disciplines.
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Thank You.

hugh.carey@housing.gov.ie
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