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James Brady 
Lecturer at the Teagasc 
College at the National 
Botanic Gardens.

Let’s review plants that 
bring colour at this time 
of year, so you can in-
corporate them for fu-
ture enjoyment in your 
own planted areas.

The star magnolia, Magnolia 
stellata lights up the darkest 
of  gardens with its lightly-

native of  Japan, this deciduous shrub 
is suitable for small gardens where it 

-
ers emerge in early spring before 
the leaves, providing a spectacular 

Magnolia stellata 
tolerates alkaline soils but not shal-
low chalky soils so bear this in mind 

Daphne mezereum ‘Rubra’

Daphne mezereum 'Rubra' is a de-
ciduous shrub with highly fragrant 

is sure to add a real pop of  colour to 
-

ary Daphne, it is a compact shrub 
that prefers a sheltered site in partial 
shade, but will tolerate full sun once 

scarlet – albeit poisonous – berries 

Daphne 
mezereum is close to a door, window 

or path where you will become intoxi-

perfect for bringing some spring 

Crocus tommasinianus

Crocus tommasinianus is a reliable 
-

are perfect for adding early colour to 

be planted through lawns and grassed 

date, over 120,000 crocuses have been 

the college of  amenity horticulture, 

transforming a green desert to a blan-

-

naturally, so energy can be stored for 

takes six to eight weeks, after which 

include full-sun in rich free-draining 
soils, however they will grow in par-

Crocus tommasinianus has 

Camellia × williamsii ‘Donation’

Camellia × williamsii
an evergreen shrub with leathery, 

is a strong-growing, large shrub up to 
5m in height, with semi-double, light 

-

shade with acidic soils with plenty 

cold, dry winds and early morning 
-

compost or well-rotted farmyard 
manure and feed in spring with an 

-
ter using rainwater if  possible, as tap 

leaves, which often indicates they are 
not getting enough iron or manga-

where the plant is unable to absorb 

iron can help this process, but ensur-

Spring 
Colour

Star magnolia, 
Magnolia stellata.
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