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Flower power  
of low-input 
grassland
Here’s how your REAP payment is calculated

Catherine Keena 
Teagasc Environment 
Specialist, Teagasc  
Crops Environment  
and Land Use Programme

If  you are one of  the 5,000 farm-
ers who have been accepted into 
Results-based Environment Agri 

Pilot (REAP), you must choose an 
area of  between 2ha and 10ha of  

Your advisor will walk suitable 

scorecards: one for Low Input Grass-
land (LIG), or one for Multi Species 

also discuss with you the option of  

Here, Catherine Keena describes 
how low-input grassland is scored 
with payments ranging from €0 
to €400 per hectare based on nine 

on: the number and abundance of  

boundaries including hedges, stone 
walls, earth banks and watercourses; 
and the length and width of  grassy 

Q1: How many positive indicators are 
present?

 

Q2: What is the combined cover of 
positive indicators throughout the 

• Negligible (<5%): a few, scattered 

• Low (6-10%): occurring in small 
patches or very scattered over the 

down on the sward (you must search 

• Medium (11-20%): occurring scat-
tered, or in patches over the entire 

encounter a positive indicator every 

• High (2-40%): visible over the en-

• Very high (>40%): very visible 
throughout the sward and providing 

(look for different shapes and colours) 
apparent in the sward when looking 

encounter multiple positive indica-
tors with every step (and in between 

Q3: What is the vegetation structure 

A meadow closed off  or recently 
mown for hay or silage is scored as 

• Poor: can be over-grazed or under-

either very tall or very short, even, 
vegetation or litter levels are greater 

• Moderate: 

with occasional intermediate sward 
height spread patchily through the 

• Good: -
etation throughout and litter levels 
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Q4: What is the combined cover of 
negative indicators throughout the 

Negative indicators include ryegrass, 
docks, ragwort, nettles, bracken and 

• Very high (>40%): occurring in 
dense patches or abundant through-

• High (30-40%): occurring in me-

not limited to previous feeding sites, 

• Medium (11-30%): occurring in sev-
eral small- to medium-sized patches 
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troughs and gateways.
• Negligible to low (<10%): if  
present, scattered or small clumps of  
weeds only. Where present at gate-

and along well-used trackways, this 

the weeds should not extend into the 

-
gins?

-

points for this question. For a very 

condition as outlined at the top of  the 
next column..
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dium extent of  rutting and compac-
tion from machinery.
• Med low (11-25%): unvegetated 

ground not limited trackways/gates 

• Negligible to low (0-10%): low 

trackway/gates. Very small areas 
of  poaching away from routes and 
gates. Grassland as a whole is well 
vegetated in summer. No poaching or 
dunging at wet features

and erosion; damage to watercourses; 
-

ing; dumping/littering; fertiliser 
(organic or inorganic) application at 

-
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Negative indicators include ryegrass, 

thistles (creeping and spear). Inva-
sive alien species include Himalyan 

• Very high (>50%): extensive dam-
age from poaching across most of  

compaction from machinery
• Med high (26-50%): soil distur-

-
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