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There were two farm workplace 

making progress towards the only 

The reason for the decline in fatal 

for farmers to attend during the 

Injury causation 
The current trend tallies with re

rankings on the causes of  farm ac

Agronomy Research
Highest ranked as the most frequent 

Further causes of  injury ranked in 

and work organisation issues as ma

Children and older farmers 

Farm workplace  
deaths down but  

challenges lie ahead

Farm safety code of practice training
Trained staff in both Teagasc and 
agricultural consultancies provide a 
half-day training on completion of the 
RAD. 

The requirement to submit a farm 
safety COP training attendance letter 
as part of the TAMS II payment claim 
process has been reinstated by the 
DAFM. 

It was temporarily suspended in 
2020 as it was not possible to safely 
hold in-person training courses due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

Course
The DAFM recently announced that all 
farm safety training courses com-
pleted after 28 February 2021 must be 
completed online to be acceptable for 
TAMS II payment claims. 

This will be reviewed over the coming 
weeks in light of reduced COVID-19 
restrictions. 

you would like to attend a farm safety 
course.

Safety in summer 

is from now into July and August 
when there is high risk of  farm inju

help on farms is likely to return to 

Work organisation essential for safety 
A major Teagasc study indicates that 

ries occur on farms which are poorly 

require longer working hours often 

Long hours lead to tiredness and 

equate machinery capacity and poor 

Long hours also eat into time for 

Inadequate machin-
ery capacity and 

poor maintenance also lead 
to “rushing” which is a major 
contributor to farm injuries
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Risk assessment 
document 

It is a legal requirement to have 
an up-to-date farm safety code of 
practice risk assessment document 
for your farm. 

The original code was produced by 
the Health and Safety Authority (HSA) 
in 2006 following the passing into law 
of the Safety, Health and Welfare at 
Work Act (SHWW), 2005. 

The current version has a green 
cover to distinguish it from the previ-
ous version and is available from the 
HSA and Teagasc. 

Practical
The farm safety code of practice risk 
assessment document is designed to 
help farmers meet their duties under 
the SHWW Act 2005 in a straightfor-
ward and practical way. 

It focuses in on the most common 
hazards and provides workable solu-
tions that can be put in place with 
minimal to zero cost.

leisure and exercise off  the farm, 
which in turn affects quality of  life 
and health in the long term.  

Labour declining
The labour resources available to 
farming are gradually declining and 
becoming more expensive. The way to 

each person on the farm. 

problem are to: examine your enter-
prise mix; examine your buildings 

-
ery systems in place and the extent 
to which you use contractors. Farm 

ensure that your time is well spent. 

TAMS deadline 
The DAFM, TAMS II scheme provides 
grant aid for a wide range of  farm 
developments, which aid farm health 
and safety. In addition, there is a list 

which are grant-aided under this 
scheme.  

This scheme closes for applications 

in November 2021. Due to the pro-
longed CAP negotiations, there may 
not be another scheme for some time. 

The best advice is to consider what 
farm developments you currently 
require and consult with your advisor 

Farm Safety Week

23 July). One of  the objectives of  the 

-

of  all on the farm. 

themed practical advice and guid-
ance. This will be the ninth year of  
the initiative. 

and is led in Ireland by the IFA. Tea-
gasc will be supporting this initiative 
again this year. 

farming and it will promote good safe-
ty practices and share positive stories 
to help improve safety on farms. 

website. 
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