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Brendan Dunford — Motivating farmers to address the climate and biodiversity




Burren Farming for The Burren
Conservation Programme




of National Biodiversity Week...
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® Lords and ladies
Cuckoo pint

Red hot poker

Snakes meat

Willy lily

g Cows and bulls

§ Jack in the pulpit
Devils and angels
Soldier in a sentry box
Fairy lamps







In recent decades, the rate and scale of change in farming has outstripped the Burren’s ability to adjust, resulting in
a growing imbalance between farming and nature.

When under-farmed or over-farmed, the Burren’s heritage becomes eroded — reducing the range of ecosystem
services being delivered..

Farming intensity

e This isn’t unique to the Burren. Over 30m ha of High Nature Value (HNV) farmland in the EU face similar challenges
- 16% of EU-designated habitats are in favourable conservation status, with farmland habitats faring worse.




Farming and ‘Ecosystem Services’
Farmer: ‘a person engaged in

agriculture, raising living However, many farmers also have the
organisms for food or raw potential to generate additional ‘Ecosystem
materials’ (Wikipedia). Services’ using their land and livestock.
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Water management Carbon storage

Farmers are/aﬁy paid for the food they produce, often doing so at the expense of other ecosystem services.



How do we motivate more farmers to deliver more ‘Ecosystem Services’?

Y Ve Pocket: Pay farmers to Head: Support farmers
c‘f”’" "By deliver clearly defined on how best to deliver
! ~ | Ecosystem Services. Ecosystem Services.

Heart: Persuade farmers
that this is really worth

doing, their legacy.

If we want farmers to ‘farm for nature’ we must provide a more compelling proposition than what’s on offer now.
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Simple Burren Score Card (focus on local
priorities, optimising co-benefits)
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Payment structure designed to incentivise improvement

Per ha
payment

€315 €240 €192 €168 €144 €120 -
.
\
\
>10-40 ha €180 \\ €135 €96 €84 €72 €60
\
\
\
>40-80 ha €90 \€68 €48 €42 €36 €30
\
\
\
\
>80-120 ha €45 €34 \\ €24 €21 €18 €15
~
\\N
~
Sy

>120 ha €23 €17 €12 €ﬁ~~-£9 €8

No payments for scores less than 5.

e Bonus payments for scores of 9 & 10.

e Annual payments of up to €315/ha, ceiling of €10k, average € 2,714.

e Degressive, banded payments with lowest scoring fields paid first in
order to target these fields for urgent action.



2. Paying for practical conservation actions: Low scores - Mgt issues - Action needed!




Farmers avail of a fund (per ha) within which (s)he can nominate (and co-fund 25-75%) tasks to increase score.

Payment for Actions (M2)

Payments are subject to completion of actions planned, obtaining all necessary permissions and complying with any conditions attached Maximum allowance €7 000.00

Fleaze tick all tasks farmers agrees fo do
Field |Work Length Area (ha) |No. Work description Funding Paid per € Farmer | Agree to
no(s). (mj} rate (%) unit [€) receives do?

| For the following scrub tasks {STA): © ut using chainsaws and immediately treat stumps with herbicids.
Cut Jan-Feb or Sept-Dec (outside the bird nesting season). Costings include piling, tresting, herbicide &
dye.

x When using herbicides: Roundup Biactive and Barclay Gallup Biograde are the only herbicides permitted

Scrub control ~|Area S1A ;. Cut and treat all briars, blackthorn, hazel and other =crub within and arcund the enclosure, and N e 09,72 O

-‘|along the wall with the mothair but leave the mature scrub marked on the map. All cut scrub must be removed

scrub from enclosure.
‘|.As this is in and around a Recorded Monument the work was notified to NMS and permission received on 18

3| Stone wall repair 214 |Green line labelled A-B on map. Repair the northern boundary wall to it original high standard using fallen and 50% 225 06 O
H loose scattered stones. Do not take stones from other built structures.

2|Stone wall repair 245 Green line labelled C-D on map. Repair the northern boundary wall to itz original high standard using fallen and 0% 225 05 O
|loose scattered stones. Do not take stones from other buitt structures.

23| Steno sl cancic Sroan lina lahalad B E oo man Repair internal wall to its oricinal hioh standard usina fallen and Ioose scattered 755% 343 L O
om other built structures. §

9,10

part of field 9 and throughout } 1] O
mer. Labour estimate of 10 ¢ ;

5678 Sd-June and again & weeks lajg
stimate of 5 davs for 1 perso

al, Burren-style gate atjbe B & n f Sabhe SR SRS - O

3 : 0N plasmc watel adgn 4 2 I_, L AL R ., O
ugh =itz on a solid level bise : '

s to be exceptional.




3. Creating new economic and social opportunities for farmers and the local community

Conservation Services Locally Produced Gates, Troughs

of 20 local jobs each
year among Burren
businesses

contr

Promoting
opportunities for agri-
tourism and
contributing to the
Burren's appealas a
visitor destination

Educational services




Case Study: Nagle Family Winterage
Increased stocking levels by 20% through better management
Annual premium payment for high field scores (mostly 10s)
Employing several local contractors for work on scrub, water, walls
Purchased 8-10 locally produced ‘Burren’ gates
Uses Irish barley-based, bespoke Burren feed ration
Regularly hosts visitors, study groups, media etc ; ,\m
Employs local farm adV|sor has support of IocaI BP team, archaeologlst etcrs ol




4. Co-creation - and on-farm demonstration of — innovative environmental solutions

Farming for Conswrvation im the Burren

A Guide to Feeding Cattle
on Burren Winterages
FURREALFT PEST PRACTICE GOIDE My &




5. Providing Environmental Training, Advice and ongoing Support — ideally at a local level
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6. Sharing farmer’s knowledge (peer to peer learning) — www.farmingfornature.ie
John McHugh Short Films Good e Gl

FARMING,FOR
nature

. Moy Wudem
7 flate Surs ret Aeaevy

watch on 88 YoulTube

FARMING'FOR NATURE

FARM WALKS

A serles of welks Jor the Farming For Nature farmers 1o showtese
s contribation 1o niature and good terming practices on theit land

h Mimi Crawford ) ~»

Yiatch later Share

On-line forum
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nature

1-Rest meadows and pasture dureg the man lowesing sesson [May-Aalyl, 10 meadows

thes vl alliow Ronwers 1o seend ard replerssls Uhe s bank in prastures il nedox e

7 nutrient load, compstition, encouraging rom Taraering plants 1o thive,
WALKE ARE £5 TO ATTEMD f YOU JoE TO 2 Good diversity of plant and ins
ersity of plant anvd insect spedes present
WEGETER N ACVANCE AS SPACES ART LIMITEDL
Grazing Pastures
BAT T MANCH 2w 3 Graze In late Summer, Autumn or Winter 2t ar approgriate rate, avaiding poachirg
SAT P NARTH 1 1AM {espechally on wet ground) or undergrazrg
:.‘m & Muich any encraaching scrub bators it gots toa large or before it encroaches too
AT 16 NAY 7P widely. Invasive species - creeping thistle, aracken, thoms - conerolled before seeding
oe they
AT 30 NAY 2% and before they become dominant
AL (G JUME 2P T r E - | \/ S Aftor qrazing, aim 1or 4 gracskand with tufts and Lawns'as this will allaw the best reage
S5 P JUNE 2O Urﬂ rny ar e, ° of brad vorsty to prospey
et Webinars
LUSCRILEL ~—.. g I Mowing Meadows
BAF 25 Ly 2 61f the woathar pormits, save hay Instoad of 2lage as more seods will be shod i the
::“n mMaI0ow 35 e Crop cries out
S5 15 MGUST 2PV 75tart mowing in contra of meadow as this will allow any reeaining wildife 3 berar
B 2 ALGUST 20M chance of escaging
BT 5 TV W B0 It I i SUSPRCT e prénend o of ground resting Binds
==mu. Guhfrer saving the grass crop, graze the sftermath with livestock - they will help to
“m erhance the yegetatbon structure and create reches for new seedings 10 estshing
Suguirster wul vvew shvnaion o <N 10:There may be good cemand for hay from species rich meadows
.
115009 ard farmyard manure heles improwe arganic matter kel in the soil
—— et e 2
L3 [ d
S o Best Practice Guides



' 7. Giving farmers a voice - sharing a more positive, practical narrative around farming and nature

The Farming for Nature Ambassadors Programme

1

“To change the world, let’s start by changing the way we talk about it, and let’s highlight those initiatives that are F’!\FW"NGtF i
having a positive impact on people and the pla

- "

net, to renew our confidence and spur us into action’ (Sparknews)
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8. Investing in the future guardians of the land — place-based learning burren’otrust

connecting people and place

Using critical thinking and
having fun, to foster a sense
of informed pride and
stewardship of your place



9. Celebrating our farming heritage —the Burren Winterage Festival IT IR it mescis: oroan | DNEwsTME oviee s

A perfect day for a cattle drive: Seasonal
movement benefits both land and animal

mng alen programmas ans not baing rodled ot

Burren Winterage Weekend
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IMPACT: Consistent improvement in Environmental outcomes since 2010

2020

THE BURREN
PROGRAMME

Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine




Conclusion:

When properly supported, our farmers can be the ‘first

responders’ to our climate and biodiversity emergency.

Let’s start by designing better, farmer-friendly supports that are:

Local — design, management etc — greater pride of place, ownership
Fair — money earned should reflect both effort and outcomes
Flexible — ensure freedom to farm, to innovate, to adapt (weather, disease..)

Simple — e.g single, integrated whole farm sustainability plan, minimise need
for receipts, support to secure permissions, payments etc.

Long-lasting — continuity - of support, of payments etc — builds trust

Engaging - Positive (language, incentives), inclusive, fun, celebratory.




Thank you. For more info., please visit:

Burren A burren>otrust | @

PROGRAMME Ahature connecting people and place

Burren Winterage Weekend

www.burrenprogramme.com www.farmingfornature.ie www.burrenbeo.com www.burrenwinterage.com




