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Why farmland biodiversity is in 
decline
• Focus for last 50 years on productivity at lowest cost
• Inevitable pinch on environment – more sprays, fertilisers, 

stock, machinery
• Land is now the new quota, maximising this limiting asset to 

make an income
• No financial value on the non-productive part of the farm –

eligibility/policy. Need to put a value on this
• Agri-environment schemes historically for the extensive 

farmer – mindset among some intensive farmers is “it’s not 
for me”. This needs to change as intensive farmers will need 
to be able to tell a green, sustainable story.

• No encouragement from industry to improve or retain 
biodiversity at an intensive level
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% B.M.A.   =   % Biodiversity Managed Area   =   %Habitats 

0%   B.M.A.
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•Bee Scrapes 
•Nettle Patches
•Pollinator Plot
•Multi-species 
Grassland
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Biodiversity Desert
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Biodiversity Oasis
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Summary
Changes that need to happen
• Advice on ecology and sustainability as well as agronomy
• Make environmental discussion positive – opportunity not an 

obstacle
• Focus on delivering a higher environmental standard of food 

production with a view to getting a premium. 
• Farmers should be paid for delivering environmental benefits 

such as biodiversity, water quality and carbon storage as well as 
food production  

• Specialist advisors leading the way on making the changes
• Consumer is king – doesn’t matter what policy dictates. Market 

demands ecosystem services
• Going back to advising one on one as well as discussion group 

model
• NO GREENWASHING! Damage to farmers reputation
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