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• What’s the target?

• What can be achieved – the MACC

• The Signpost programme - Supporting farmers to take climate action 

Outline of presentation



What is the target?

Policy

Incentives

Research, 
Advisory and 

Education

Farmers need support 
at three levels



Is there a roadmap through technology, efficiency 
and system change?

• Yes, it is possible
• It is very challenging
• Critical now to 

achieve phase 1

• 2 key asks of 
Teagasc

- Develop more 
technologies

- Support farmers 
with adoption
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Agriculture MACC (S1) – Pathway 2 = 4,858 kt CO2eq/yr
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Reduce nitrogen fertiliser use by 30%

Protected urea constitutes 95% of straight fertiliser nitrogen

Average age at finish of beef cattle reduced by 3 months

Feed additives fed to 50% of dairy cows during grazing and 65% of 

housed cattle

The adoption rates are very challenging



How are we doing so far?



We are not in a bad place – we just 
need to accelerate the rate of 

improvement

How can we do that?



Policy drives change



Research Incentives

Advisory Services/ 
Education Penalties

But there are other levers of change also

Policy

Incentives

Research, 
Advisory and 

Education

Farmers need support 
at three levels



Signpost Advisory Programme 



Signpost Advisory Programme

Available to all farmers

Enhanced advisory & 
training support

“Know My Number – Make 
My Plan” 
- supported by the 
Sustainability Digital 
Platform

Engage with 50,000 farmers 
between now & 2030

Registration & 
Commitment

Know My Number

Make My Plan

Support for Action 
(3 year programme)

Emissions Reduction



Engagement with individual farmers crucial

Accelerate adoption of 
existing technologies

1

Capacity to support 
future technologies 

2

Phase One: 21 Signpost Advisors recruited



Sustainability Digital Platform→AgNav

• Unique, secure online platform

• Allow farmers count carbon emissions (& sequestration) 
on farm

• Decision support capability

• Tailored sustainability plans

• Track progress
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Recruiting farmers

• Farmers are already engaging

• Farmers with a large footprint

• Existing discussion groups

• Existing relationships



Teagasc Climate Centre

• National focal point

• Increase Teagasc capacity

• Greater cooperation 
across Teagasc

• Inform national policy

• National & international 
collaboration

• Greater efficiency



Building on investments in 
facilities and equipment

€12.7m investment in 
labs and facilities in 
Teagasc, Johnstown 

Castle

NASCO: National Agric
Soil Carbon Observatory 
will have 30 flux towers

36 Greenfeeds in 
Ireland between 

Teagasc, ICBF and UCD

-



• Support farmers to develop and implement a plan

• Accelerate research to bring ‘nearly ready’ technologies to point of 

deployment and develop new ones

• Continue to improve the national inventory (how we count agric

emissions)

• Continue to reduce uncertainty in LULUCF (land-based) emissions and 

sequestration

Next steps





Accessibility Report





		Filename:

		Environment Ireland Frank O'Mara 15 Sept 2023.pdf







		Report created by:

		



		Organization:

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]

Summary

The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		 Needs manual check:1



		 Passed manually:0



		 Failed manually:0



		 Skipped:4



		 Passed:22



		 Failed:5





Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		 Passed		Accessibility permission flag is set



		Image-only PDF		 Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		 Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		 Skipped		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		 Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		 Failed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		 Failed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		 Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		 Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		 Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		 Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		 Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		 Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		 Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		 Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		 Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		 Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		 Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		 Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		 Failed		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		 Skipped		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		 Failed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		 Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		 Skipped		Elements require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		 Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		 Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		 Failed		Tables must have headers



		Regularity		 Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		 Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		 Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		 Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		 Passed		Appropriate heading nesting







Back to top






Accessibility Report





		Filename:

		Environment Ireland Frank O'Mara web15 Sept 2023.pdf







		Report created by:

		



		Organization:

		





[Enter personal and organization information through the Preferences > Identity dialog.]

Summary

The checker found problems which may prevent the document from being fully accessible.





		 Needs manual check:1



		 Passed manually:0



		 Failed manually:0



		 Skipped:5



		 Passed:23



		 Failed:3





Detailed Report





		Document





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Accessibility permission flag		 Passed		Accessibility permission flag is set



		Image-only PDF		 Passed		Document is not image-only PDF



		Tagged PDF		 Passed		Document is tagged PDF



		Logical Reading Order		 Skipped		Document structure provides a logical reading order



		Primary language		 Passed		Text language is specified



		Title		 Passed		Document title is showing in title bar



		Bookmarks		 Failed		Bookmarks are present in large documents



		Color contrast		 Needs manual check		Document has appropriate color contrast



		Page Content





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged content		 Passed		All page content is tagged



		Tagged annotations		 Passed		All annotations are tagged



		Tab order		 Passed		Tab order is consistent with structure order



		Character encoding		 Passed		Reliable character encoding is provided



		Tagged multimedia		 Passed		All multimedia objects are tagged



		Screen flicker		 Passed		Page will not cause screen flicker



		Scripts		 Passed		No inaccessible scripts



		Timed responses		 Passed		Page does not require timed responses



		Navigation links		 Passed		Navigation links are not repetitive



		Forms





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Tagged form fields		 Passed		All form fields are tagged



		Field descriptions		 Passed		All form fields have description



		Alternate Text





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Figures alternate text		 Skipped		Figures require alternate text



		Nested alternate text		 Skipped		Alternate text that will never be read



		Associated with content		 Failed		Alternate text must be associated with some content



		Hides annotation		 Passed		Alternate text should not hide annotation



		Other elements alternate text		 Skipped		Elements require alternate text



		Tables





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Rows		 Passed		TR must be a child of Table, THead, TBody, or TFoot



		TH and TD		 Passed		TH and TD must be children of TR



		Headers		 Failed		Tables must have headers



		Regularity		 Passed		Tables must contain the same number of columns in each row and rows in each column



		Summary		 Skipped		Tables must have a summary



		Lists





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		List items		 Passed		LI must be a child of L



		Lbl and LBody		 Passed		Lbl and LBody must be children of LI



		Headings





		Rule Name		Status		Description



		Appropriate nesting		 Passed		Appropriate heading nesting







Back to top



