
IFA National Pigs Meeting
Environmental Issues



Areas 

•Sustainability of pig meat production

•Nitrates update

• Industrial Emissions Directive – review

•BATC Form from EPA

•Slurry value
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1. Sustainability of pig meat production
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Sustainability of Food Chain

Farm

MARKET



Pork is the most consumed meat in the world.
Its production is estimated to emit 668 million 
tonnes of CO2 eq/year.
This equates to 9% of total livestock emissions
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Challenge

➢Is the pigmeat production chain sustainable?

➢How can we prove this?

➢Is this important in the marketplace?????
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How can we show the production chain is 
sustainable?

• Teagasc PDD linked with Bord Bia

• The Carbon Trust has independently validated a 
model on the beef side

•Work was done to develop a C assessment tool for 
Irish pigmeat production
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Input items

Name of Pig Farm 1Joe Bloggs

NPITS Herd Number 2ZX0058

Address 3DUBLIN

Start Date 4 06/04/2021To 5 31/05/22

Total No. of Pigs Produced 6 23753

Average carcase Weight 7 87.6kg 

Total Feed Per Pig 8 297kg 

FEED SOURCE 9Purchased Home milling or Purchased Feed

Sow Feed Usage tonne/sow/year 10 1.31

Weaner Daily Feed Intake g/Day 11 974

Finisher Daily Feed Intake g/Day 12 2269

Soya Source DROPDOWN LIST 13Argentina

LAND USE CHANGE re SOYA ? YES/NO Option 14yes

IF PURCHASED FEED - Distance to Mill 15 25km

Av. Wgt of Weaner at Sale/Transfer 16 46.3kg

Kill-out Percentage 17 76.3%

No.Sow Deaths 18 40

No. Piglet Deaths 19 2551

No. Weaner Deaths 20 508

No.  Finisher Deaths 21 740
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Suggested Report



2.  Nitrates update
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Nitrates update  (SI 113 of 2022 on 11/3/2022)

• Calculation based on current years SR,

• All farms with grassland SR >130kg Org-N /ha to soil test,

• All arable farms must soil test,

• Soil tests are valid for 4 years and should be for 4ha. area 
(max of 5 in exceptional circumstsances),

• All pig slurry to be spread by LESS
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3. Industrial Emissions Directive
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Industrial emissions Directive today



Scope

Inclusion of cattle (>150 LSU)

Lowering the thresholds for 
the rearing of poultry and 

pigs to 150 LSU, 

Including mixed farms

Aggregation rule (Art. 70(b))

• installations close to each other run 
by the same operator or different 
operators with a legal or economic 
relationship

Previously:
750 sows
2000 fattening pigs
40.000 poultry species

Proposal:
300 sows
500 other pigs
10 714 laying hens
5 000 other poultry 
species unless a different 
coefficient is proposed (21 
428 broilers?)



What is a LSU?

The reference unit used for the calculation of 
livestock units (=1 LSU) is the grazing 
equivalent of one adult dairy cow producing 3 
000 kg of milk annually, without additional 
concentrated foodstuffs.

Impact assessment done by Ricardo 
for DG ENVI IED revised proposal (LSU from 

rural development)



4.  CID  and BAT
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Intensive Rearing of Poultry or Pigs CID EU 2017/302 

• Intensive Rearing of Poultry or Pigs CID 2017/302 published on 15 February 2017.



Agency’s Approach
• Agency will be reconsidering and updating all licence to comply 

with Commission Implementing Decision (CID) establishing BAT 
conclusions

• The Agency approach will include:
• public consultation and engagement with all licensees and 

relevant stakeholders; 
• an examination of all relevant licences in relation to their 

compliance with the relevant CID BAT requirements; 
• amendments of licences where possible, whereby the scope 

of the amendments are limited to the CID requirements.



Agency’s Approach
• BAT Questionnaire has been prepared and will be sent to all relevant P&P 

sites ~ approximately 170 sites;
• Licences issued after July 2017 already have CID requirements 

incorporated into them;
• Licences currently undergoing review will not be sent questionnaire;
• Questionnaire sent on 26th January.
• Deadline for return is 28th April.
• Where a derogation from the requirements of the CID is requested by the 

licensee, the licensee must apply for a review of their licence.
• Please send any queries to: Industrial Emissions Licensing Queries 

I.LicensingQueries@epa.ie

mailto:I.LicensingQueries@epa.ie


CID structure

Scope, Definitions, General Considerations
1. General BAT conclusions
1.1 Environmental management systems (BAT 1)
1.2 Housekeeping (BAT 2)
1.3 Nutritional management (BAT 3-4)
1.4 Water efficiency (BAT 5)
1.5 Emissions from waste water (BAT 6-7)
1.6 Energy efficiency (BAT 8)
1.7 Noise (BAT 9-10)
1.8 Dust (BAT 11)
1.9 Odour (BAT 12-13)



CID structure

1.10 Emissions from Manure (BAT 14-15)

1.11 Emissions from slurry storage (BAT16-18)

1.12 On farm processing of manure (BAT19)

1.13 Manure spreading (BAT 20-22)

1.14 Emissions from production (BAT 23)

1.15 Monitoring of emissions and process parameters (BAT 24-29)

2.1 Ammonia emissions from pig houses (BAT 30)
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Pig Manure is worth €58.15 per 1,000 gallons

One m3 pig manure is worth €12.81 at 4.3 % solids          

Nutrient N 
Nitrogen

P 
Phosphorus

K
Potassium

Kg per m3  (a) 4.2 0.8 2.2

Available to Crop % (b) 50     
(SI 113 of  2022)

100 100

Cost per Kg €  (c) 2.38 4.84 1.79

Total Value         a*b /100*c €5.00 €3.87 €3.94
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