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Dr Alan M Hurley
Equine specialist, Teagasc
Rural Economy Develop-
ment Programme.

Cuffesgrange
sport horses � 
excellence in
breeding

Foundations

Cuffesgrange Cavalidam (by
Luidam x Cavalier Royale).
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Eamon�s advice

Teagasc estimates the average cost
of producing a foal for auction to be
in the region of �1,500 to �2,250, 
while the average cost of producing
a three-year-old for auction can be

can be considerably higher.
These estimates include basic costs

of production, but do not take ac-
count of stud fees, mare depreciation,
professional training fees and barren
years. Breeders need to critically
assess breeding strategies, remain
critical of their mares, breed for a par-
ticular market and consider upgrad-
ing poorer breeding mares.

Eamon Sheehan (left) and Alan Hurley.

Eamon and his father Eamon Snr.


