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About The College

Situated in the National Botanic Gardens, Glasnevin, the Teagasc College of Amenity Horticulture

offers a wide range of training courses. This wonderful location provides our students with a
unique training experience, blending the finest park setting in the Capital with the invaluable
experience of OPW staff of the gardens and the Teagasc College faculty. In 2016 our facilities
expanded to include Teagasc Ashtown, where students can avail themselves of dedicated Food

Production, Sports Turf & Glasshouse facilities.

Graduates of the college are leaders in the field of Horticulture and develop clear career pathways.
Careers in landscape design and construction, garden & parks, garden centres and plant nurseries
and organic food production are all followed by our graduates. In 2023 our courses expanded to
include the new Horticultural Apprenticeship Programme (in association with Generation

Apprenticeship and SOLAS), in response to the evolving needs of Irish Horticulture.

We work with individuals to prepare them for a career in horticulture or to further develop
knowledge and skills in various horticulture sectors; currently providing training for 300 students

between all our courses.

Teagasc education aims to equip the graduate for a career in horticulture or to further develop

knowledge and specialist skills.

There are various job opportunities in the business and service sectors of the horticultural industry
for skilled graduates, such as technicians, supervisors or managers. There are also opportunities to
progress to higher education programmes through the Higher Education Links Scheme.

Information on Education and Training opportunities available through Teagasc can be found on

our website
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QQI Level 5 Certificate Course Progression
in Horticulture

Students that complete the Level 5 Certificate

in Horticulture have the option to progress to:
This is a full-time course that involves 25 . .
) o e Level 6 Advanced Certificate in
weeks of college work and skills training, and .
Horticulture.
an 8-week practical learning period (PLP) in . . .
. ) e Horticultural Apprenticeship (Level 6
a Teagasc-approved horticultural unit. In an . L o
. Higher Certificate) specialist streams
average week, students will spend three to . . .
e Bachelor of Science in Horticulture degree
four days at the college.
(Level 7) SETU Degree Programme.

e Further information on progression

By combining class and practical work at the N
opportunities and our other courses can

National Botanic Gardens and Teagasc )
be found on our website.

Ashtown with horticultural work and skills
training, students receive a balanced

approach to the skills and knowledge

TEAGASC L6 ADV. Food

o o o CERTIFICATE IN g
required to start a career in horticulture or to HORTICULTURE | FProduction

progress on to a higher-level horticulture
TEAGASC ADV.
Landscape
CERTIFICATE IN
course. HORTICULTURE Programme

TEAGASC L5 CERTIFICATE
IN HORTICULTURE

Course Fee: €1,200.

e Where an applicant is the holder of a

major award at Level 6 or higher, an A eV | sports Turf

HORTICULTURE Programme

additional course charge of €1,000 is

applied.

Course Delivery

Course material will be delivered face-to-
face through a combination of practical
instruction, and assessment, and class-based
teaching. All practicals will be delivered face-
to-face for instruction and assessment in the
National Botanic Gardens and Teagasc

Ashtown.

Moodle learning platform will be used for
supplementary learning content. Moodle will
also be used for hosting recorded class

content for some, but not all, modules.
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Entry Requirements

Applicants must satisfy at least one of the

following four entry criteria:

4. Adult Learners — Applicants must be 23

years of age or older on the 1st September on

1. Junior Cycle Profile of Achievement the year of entry. Applicants who do not meet
(JCPA) - Applicants must be 18 years of one of the above criteria will be required to
age on the 1st September on the year of attend for interview as part of the application
entry and meet the “Achieved” standard process.
in four subjects.

Or e 'Equivalence' is established via the

) Teagasc RPL ("recognition of prior
2. Leaving Certificate — Applicants must be ) . e
learning") process. Previous qualifications
17 years of age on the 1st January
) earned by a student must be comparable
following the year of entry to the Teagasc .
to at least a Level 5 major award type
programme, and meet at least one of the ) }
and level on the Irish National Framework
following criteria: e
of Qualifications (NFQ)
e Leaving Certificate Established with . . .
. . e Prospective students with a qualification
minimum grades of O6/H7 in at least . .
. from institutions abroad (outside of
four subjects .
Ireland) may assess equivalence &
or
. . ) request a comparability statement via
e Leaving Certificate Vocational
) o NARIC Ireland
Programme (LCVP) with minimum
grades of O6/H7 in at least two o
Course availability is limited, offers are made
subjects and achieved a ‘Pass’ in at L. .
for completed applications on a first-come-
least two link modules . o . .
first-served basis (i.e., with all required
or
. . ) . documentation uploaded).
e Leaving Certificate Applied with a
minimum ‘Pass’ grade achieved
Or

3. QQI Level 4 (or higher) Major award -
Applicants must be 17 years of age on the 1st
January following the year of entry to the
Teagasc programme and hold a QQI Level 4

or higher major award.

Or
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Application
Procedures

Applications are made online using the

following links:

e Online application links

e Apply Online Checklist and applicant
information Applicants must upload proof
of:

ID (passport / birth certificate)
PPSN (documentation or Public Service
Card)
Relevant qualification
Medical card / social welfare if
applicable
o Students are encouraged to hold a
valid driver's license / learner's permit
o It is recommended that students
obtain a Safe Pass prior to course start
date

e Frequently Asked Questions

Non-Irish residents/citizens:
e Irish nationals, or nationals of the EU, UK,
EEA, Switzerland or those who qualify

under the EU Temporary Protection

Directive, can apply to study in a Teagasc
Programme.

e Other international applicants are
welcome to study with Teagasc but need
to meet additional requirements including
visa requirements and additional course
charges.

e View information for international

applicants here.

e Please contact the college for information
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What Will | Be Studying?

Elective modules allow a student to specialise in an area of horticulture - those who wish to
progress to an advanced certificate program will often try to link the chosen elective with their

desired future area of study.

Elective Modules

Module Name Course Code Schedule Location Credits
. . September - December Ashtown
Organic Production 5N2549 15
(Tuesdays)
Landscape Construction September - December Ashtown
] 5N1908 15
& Maintenance (Mondays)
Biodiversity & the September — December Botanic Gardens
) 6N 3645 15
Natural Environment (Mondays)

Mandatory Modules

Module Name Course Code Schedule Location Credits
Plant Science September - March .
5N2528 Botanic Gardens 10
(Wednesdays)
Horticultural January - March
L. 5N2559 Ashtown 15
Mechanisation (Tuesdays)
Plant Protection September - March
5N2546 . Ashtown 15
(Fridays)
Plant Identification & Use September - March .
5N2527 Botanic Gardens 10
(Thursdays)
Plant Propagation September - March .
5N2547 Botanic Gardens 15
(Wednesdays)
Soil Science & Growing September - March .
. 5N2530 Botanic Gardens 10
Media (Thursdays)
Work Practice 8-week block (March - May)
5N1433 -Host Dependant - 15
40 days total
Leadership November - March .
6N2191 Botanic Gardens 15
(Thursdays)

* Please note that schedules are subject to change
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Module Overviews

The following pages contain a general breakdown of what a student can expect from each
individual module.

Course objectives and the location of course delivery are included.
Times and dates are listed, but please note that these are subject to change and dependant on the
resources available in any given year. A full timetable will be made available to students at the

beginning of the academic year, and students will be notified of any changes in advance.

For any queries on modules or scheduling please contact the college directly.
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Plant Science - 5N2528

This module will equip the learner with the knowledge, skills and competence to understand plant
structure, processes, growth and development in a horticultural context. This course will lead to a
minor award at QQI Level 5 in Plant Science (5N2528).

The course will be offered in one 2-hour session per week over a 25-week period. Students will be
required to undertake class work and some laboratory work. It will be offered in the Teagasc
College, National Botanic Gardens.

This course will be assessed through written theory exam and assignment.

Example module content

e Discuss plant anatomy Module Credits: 10

e Describe plant processes and their relationship

with environmental factors Location: National Botanic Gardens

e Outline the life cycle and development of plants Duration: September - March
e Describe the functions of plant hormones

. e s Time: Wednesdays 1.30-4.30pm
e Investigate the system of plant classification
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Horticultural Mechanisation - 5N2559

This module will equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to operate and

maintain a range of hand tools, powered horticultural machinery and implements. This course will

lead to a minor award at QQI Level 5 in Horticulture Mechanisation (5N259)

The course is offered on one day per week. Each session will comprise of lectures and hands-on

practical / demonstration exercises. Skills learned throughout the programme will be assessed at

regular intervals.

Students will be provided with appropriate PPE but will be required to have safety boots and

appropriate work trousers for each of the practical/ demonstration sessions.

Example module content

Identify a range of machinery and hand tools
Describe the working principles of engines used
in horticulture

Use a variety of hand operated machinery

Use a knapsack sprayer

Service a diesel or two and four-stroke petrol
engine
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Plant Protection - 5N2546

This module will equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to protect plants and
horticultural crops from harmful effects of weeds, pests and diseases; and to select appropriate,
safe and sustainable control measures. This course will lead to a minor award at QQI Level 5 in
Plant Protection (5N2546)

Designed for anyone involved in the management and care of plants, it is suited for people who
are currently pursuing careers in all the various horticultural sectors, or for those who feel they
would like to explore this area of horticulture.

The course will be offered over a 25-week period. Skills learned throughout the course will be
assessed at regular intervals.

Note: On successful completion of this course, students will be fully qualified under DAFM
Sustainable Use of Pesticides (SUD) legislation.

Example module content

e Describe the range, formulations and uses of Module Credits: 15

pesticides in horticulture Location: Teagasc Ashtown

e Describe pest and disease control measures and

legislative control practices Duration: September - March

e Identify a range of horticulture pests and Time: Wednesdays 9am - 12.30
diseases

e Apply pesticides correctly with a knapsack
sprayer
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Plant Identification & Use - 5N2527

This module will equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to identify a wide
range of plants, their characteristics and their uses in different horticultural situations. This course
will lead to a minor award at QQI Level 5 in Plant Identification and Use (5N2527).

The course will be offered over a 25-week period. Students will be required to undertake plant
identification, plant selection for a range of different environmental situations and planting a
range of plants according to accepted codes of practice, and with regards to using safe working
practices.

Example module content

e Identify a range of common plants at different Module Credits: 10
stages . ) .
. . . Location: National Botanic Gardens
e Select suitable plants for different planting
situations Duration: September - March

e Plant a range of plants using safe working Time:

(Sept-Oct) Thurs 11.30am - 4.30pm
(Nov-March) Thurs 11.30am - 1.30pm

practices
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Plant Propagation - 5N2547

This module will equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to complete the
successful propagation of a wide range of plants. This course will lead to a minor award at QQI
Level 5 in Plant Propagation (5N2547).

The course will be offered over a 25-week period. Students will be required to take cuttings,
prepare seed for sowing and carry out routine division and layering using safe work practices in
the National Botanic Gardens. Skills learned during the course will be assessed regularly.

Example module content

e Outline the principles of plant propagation, Module Credits: 15
division and layering, grafting etc. ) )
. L ) Location: National Botanic Gardens
e Outline the principles of seed propagation
Take a range of cuttings Duration: September - March
e Prepare & sow seed

e Carry out routine division and layering
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Soil Science & Growing Media - 5N2530

This module will equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to evaluate soils and
growing media with regard to their utilization in a horticultural context. This course will lead to a
minor award at QQI Level 5 in Soil Science and Growing Media (5N2530).

The course will be offered in one 2-hour session per week over a 25-week period. Students will be
required to undertake class work and some laboratory work. Course will be assessed through
written theory exam, skills work and an assignment.

Module Credits: 10
Example module content

e Explain the origin of soils Location: National Botanic Gardens

e Investigate soil profiles and summarize soil Duration: September - March
groups

Time: Thursdays 9.00am - 11.00am

e Outline soil fertility and plant nutrition

e Assess the physical and nutrient status of soils

using safe working practices.
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Work Practice - 5N1433*

*Please note: successful completion of 6 other modules is mandatory for component students to
participate in Work Practice.

This module will equip the learner with the knowledge skill and competence to work in an
organisation or specific vocational context, carrying out vocationally related tasks over a period of
time, independently, while under general supervision. This course will lead to a minor award at
QQI Level 5 in Work Practice (5N1433).

This module offers participants a chance to complete work practice with Teagasc-approved
horticultural hosts. Work practice is a mandatory module at Level 5. Learners must complete 40
days of work practice, some of which will be in the Botanic Gardens and the remainder with an
external host. The course must be completed in an 8-week block - with hours depending on the
terms of the host - commencing in March and running through to April. It is mandatory that
students will be paid a weekly sum by their placement host.

Queries on host placement and details can be submitted directly to the college.

Example module content

e Summarise the distinguishing features of the Module Credits: 15

organisation, institution or horticultural host
e Work independently and professionally, Location: - Host Dependant -

completing a minimum of 40 days Duration: March - April

e work practice on a Teagasc-approved (8-week block / 40 days)

centre/site.
e Contribute positively as a member of an Time: - Host Dependant -
organisation or team

e Review personal and professional learning
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Leadership - 6N2191

The purpose of this award is to equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to
skilfully lead themselves, and other people, in work-related tasks and activities in a paid or
voluntary capacity. This course will lead to a minor award at QQI Level 5 in Leadership (6N2191).

The course will be offered in over a 25-week period. Students will be required to undertake class
work and group activities surrounding leadership events and learner records. Assessment will be
by the completion of a learner record and skills assessment.

Example module content

e Draw up a personal leadership plan for a task, Module Credits: 15
project or job, to include oral presentations,
listening skills, making suggestions and giving Location: National Botanic Gardens
feedback, written documents and Duration: November - March
correspondence.

e Manage projects and tasks, to include working Time: Thursdays 2.30pm - 4.30pm
with a team on a practical project or task that
results in effective team performance.

e Handle group dynamics, to include facilitating
the different roles that people play, conflict
resolution, interacting with people who have
diverse views and styles, teamwork and

motivating others
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Organic Production - 5N2549

This module will equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to practice organic
crop production to approved organic standards in compliance with the EU and Irish regulations
and legislation. This course will lead to a minor award at QQI Level 5 in Organic Production
(5N2549).

The course will be offered over a 15-week period. Students will be required to perform a range of
operations that are appropriate to organic crop production, using safe work practices, in Teagasc
Ashtown. Skills learned during the course will be assessed regularly.

Example module content

e Source organic input materials

e Examine markets and marketing of organic crops Module Credits: 15

e Design an organic crop rotation plan Location: Teagasc Ashtown
e Compile a production programme for Fruit & Veg .

. ) Duration: September - December
e Produce an organic crop from propagation to

point of sale Time: Tuesdays 9.00am - 3.30pm
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Landscape Construction & Maintenance -
5N1908

This module will equip the learner with the knowledge, skill and competence to plan, construct
and maintain hard and soft landscape features. This course will lead to a minor award at QQI
Level 5 in Landscape Construction and Maintenance (5N1908).

The course is designed for anyone interested or involved in the planning and building of gardens, or
the care of plants. It is also suited for people who are currently pursuing careers in the landscape
sector, or for those who feel that they would like to explore this particular area of horticulture.

The course will be offered one day per week over a 15-week period. Skills learned throughout the
year will be assessed at regular intervals.

Example module content

e Describe structural components and construction Module Credits: 15

details

e Demonstrate pre-building skills using safe work Location: Teagasc Ashtown

practices Duration: September - December

e Construct hard landscape features

e Plant a range of plants from plans Time: Mondays 9.00am - 3.30pm
e Establish a lawn using seed and turf

e Devise an annual landscape maintenance

programme
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Biodiversity & the Natural Environment - 5N2553

This module will equip the learner with the knowledge, skills and competence to value the natural
environment as a sustainable resource. The course will lead to a minor award at NFQ level 5 in
Biodiversity and the Natural Environment.

The course will be offered in a one-day session over a 10-week period. Skills learned throughout
the year will be assessed at regular intervals.

Module Credits: 15
Example module content

e Explain environmental terminology

o Describe the effects of human activity on the

Location: National Botanic Gardens

. Time: Mondays 9.00am - 4.30pm
environment.

e Explain the role of biodiversity

e Review the Wildlife Act

e Describe a habitat using tools

e Prepare an environmental survey
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National Botanic Gardens
Glasnevin

Questions & Further Information

If you are wondering whether this course is the right fit for you, or need information in relation to
disability access, learner support or application process please visit our website or get in touch
with us directly.

Office Opening hours
Monday to Thursday

Administration / reception

Email: botanic.college@teagasc.ie

9am - 1pm & 2pm - 5pm
Telephone: 01 804 0201
Friday

9am - 1pm & 2pm - 4.30 pm
Teagasc National Botanic Gardens,
Glasnevin, Dublin, D09 VY63 Closed for lunch, weekends and bank
holidays.

Teagasc Ashtown Food Research Centre,

Scribblestown, Dublin 15

ca5ascC
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