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Farming for a Better Climate:
Practical and Emerging Solutions
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Developing a Carbon Farming Framework

Principles for development of a Carbon Farming Framework for Ireland

Carbon Farming is a term that recognises the capacity of farmers and foresters, through
appropriate land management practices, to remove carbon from the atmosphere, or reduce
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from the soil and derive a new diversified income stream.
Financial incentives and payment models for Carbon Farming in Ireland include a mix of public
funding, private funding (insetting) and voluntary carbon market mechanisms (offsetting). Many
of the activities already publicly funded through the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP),
European Innovation Fund or National supports, can reasonably be regarded as Carbon Farming.
For example, measures to encourage tree planting, or CAP funded Agri-environment schemes,
remunerate farmers for practices designed to sequester carbon and reduce emissions. Private
funding can come from cooperatives or companies that pay farmers bonuses or premiums, for
example sustainability bonuses on the price of a litre of milk or kg of beef/lamb. Voluntary
carbon markets can also play a role, where farmers/foresters can generate and sell certified
carbon credits linked to verified emission reductions or carbon removals. Examples include the
Woodland Carbon Code (UK) and Peatland Finance Irelands voluntary certification framework
which provides landowners with the opportunity to unlock financial support to accelerate their
peatland restoration efforts.

DAFM policy in supporting the development of Carbon Farming in Ireland is one of the
actions proposed for the agriculture and land use sector under the Government’s Climate Action
Plan for 2025 and the Programme for Government. This will be supported by developing national
guiding principles that integrate carbon sequestration with broader environmental benefits, such
as biodiversity conservation and water quality improvement.

The development of Carbon Farming is currently evolving at a European Union level with the
publication of the Carbon Removals and Carbon Farming (CRCF) Regulation 2024/3012 creating
avoluntary certification system across the EU for carbon removals and soil emission reductions
generated by carbon farming. Aninitial public consultation on carbon farming was undertaken in
2023 in Ireland which yielded valuable insights, but also highlighted that a significant level of



knowledge, scientific expertise and understanding remains to be developed. It is now timely that
there is clarity and confidence for both farmers and investors in what will be a completely new
marketplace. ”On 15 October 2025, Minister for Agriculture, Food and the Marine, Martin Heydon
TD, published a draft set of principles and launched a second public consultation to inform and
guide the development of a National Carbon Farming Framework for Ireland. Minister Heydon
committed to ensuring that Ireland becomes a leader in developing policy in this area. This
document is intended to update progress at an EU level and propose a set of broad nine
principles to guide the development of a National Carbon Farming Framework. The Framework
will include emissions reductions, carbon removals (above and below ground), and measures to
improve water quality and biodiversity.

What are the nine key Principles for developing a National Carbon Farming
Framework?

Principle 1; Quantification of carbon removals and greenhouse gas emissions should where
possible be based on the use of tier 3 methodologies in accordance with the 2006 IPCC
Guidelines. Monitoring, reporting and verification (MRV) will be based on a combination of on-
site measurements with remote sensing or modelling in accordance with certification
methodologies.

Principle 2; Additionality - Any carbon removal or soil emission reduction activity shall be
additional provided it meets both of the following criteria: 1. It goes beyond Union and national
statutory requirements at the level of an individual farmer/forester/landowner and 2. the
incentive effect of the certification is needed for the environmental impact to be achieved.

Principle 3; Liability/Longevity - The CRCF Regulation makes a distinction between permanent
and temporary removals. The minimum timeframe for temporary removals to be verifiable is five
years. There are three specific categories of activities covered by the CRCF Regulation, which
can generate different types of certificates:

1. Permanent carbon removals from BECCS, DACCS, Biochar, mineralisation
2. Carbon farming and soil emission reductions
e Carbonremovals in soils and forests are temporary
e Soil emission reductions from rewetting peatlands and more efficient use of
fertilisers are permanent
3. Carbon storage in long life products

Principle 4; Sustainability - This certification scheme must contribute to the global transition
towards climate neutrality, and adhere to the screening criteria of ‘do no significant harm’ as set
out under the Taxonomy Regulation.

Principle 5; Third Party Verification and Validation - Both public and private certification
schemes can be established but if they want to be recognised as compliant by the CRCF
Regulation they must be in receipt of a ‘decision’ from the Commission.

Principle 6; Publicly accessible Registries - To ensure transparency, avoid double counting
and build trust, a publicly accessible registry will need to be established. An EU wide registry is
planned, but until this is established, in the interim Ireland will consider the feasibility of
developing a national registry, which will be ultimately inter-operable with the European registry.


https://www.gov.ie/en/department-of-agriculture-food-and-the-marine/consultations/principles-for-developing-carbon-farming-in-ireland/

Principle 7; Just Transition - The principle of a just transition in the agriculture and land use
sector recognises the complexity of the agriculture and land use system and its cultural and
social significance. A just transition approach needs to be based upon: taking an opportunities-
led approach to ensure farmers, landowners and foresters can benefit from transition,
recognising and equitably sharing the costs of transition, and ensuring socially inclusive
processes for engaging farmers, landowners, foresters and other stakeholders in the process.

Principle 8; Integration of existing initiatives - Ireland is likely one of the best placed countries
in the world to gain first mover advantage in developing a national carbon farming framework.
Collectively we have a huge wealth of expertise and data to build on. Of particular note are
Results-based payments projects, e.g. European Innovation Partnerships (EIPs). 60,000 farmers
engage in Origin Green with farm level emissions data updated every 18 months. The Signpost
programme and the Signpost farm advisory service leading the way in both driving adoption of
measures as well as monitoring progress with the decision-support tool AgNav layering in
additional water quality, soil health and biodiversity capabilities to support on farm decision
making. The Agri-Climate Rural Environmental Scheme (ACRES) which has developed robust
processes for monitoring quality and quantity of on farm biodiversity using a combination of tools
on over 55,000 farms. The Water EIP, which takes a collaborative approach to prioritising
individual farms to identifying and supporting measures to improve water quality. Industry
sustainability schemes have been rolled out extensively across the agri-food sector encouraging
suppliers to reduce emissions and more generally improve on farm sustainability. Integration of
all the above and several other private initiatives that are already operating in the voluntary
carbon and ecosystem service markets will be key to harnessing the potential of carbon farming
in Ireland.

Principle 9; Learning by doing is important as this is a new policy area and potential market for
farmers, industry and regulators alike. This principle needs to demonstrate that activities
designed to deliver environmental outcomes, succeed and deliver the required co-benefits by
showing: 1. Farmers and policy makers that carbon farming can improve environmental
sustainability and that there is a market for the ecosystem services they provide, and 2. Potential
buyers of certificates that environmental outcomes are verifiable and will be significant.

What are the next steps?

1. Incorporating feedback from the Public Consultation
Expand the Carbon Farming Working Group in order to seek stakeholder views on Carbon
Farming policy development. This will include both working group meetings and stakeholder
workshops.

3. Alignment with the CRCF Regulation - Government Departments will engage on an ongoing
basis with developments at EU level, to ensure that policy in Ireland aligns with the scope of
the CRCF Regulation and other relevant regulations.

4. Methodology development - While the CRCF Regulation is already in force (since 26" of
December 2024), for its full application, certification methodology rules for different types of
carbon removal and soil emission reduction activities are now in development and will be
introduced through Delegated Acts of the European Commission, based on the work of three
scientific expert groups at EU level.

Methodologies will be developed based on the QU.A.L.ITY criteria, as required under the
CRCEF regulation, which will align with the work of the European Expert Groups. Tailored
certification methodologies will be examined for the different types of activities, such as



carbon removals, emission reductions and co-benefits of biodiversity and ecosystem
restoration.

Draft methodologies have already been developed for the following:

e Soil carbon in mineral soils and agroforestry including improved fertiliser use
e Peatland restoration through rewetting

5. Registry Development - by 27/12/2028, the European Commission must also establish a
Union registry platform to ensure the transparency of carbon unit certification and prevent
double counting or fraud. Until this EU registry is established, it will be important to lay down rules
on certification schemes, certification bodies, auditing process and certification registries.

6. Funding Opportunities for the development of Carbon Farming for both research and pilot
programmes - There is already funding in place to support Carbon Farming activities, through,
for example, the CAP. While significant publicly funded supports are already available,
engagement is needed to consider what options need to be considered in the future. This will
include the potential integration and alignment of private financing initiatives.

7. Communications and knowledge transfer - There is a significant knowledge gap amongst
farmers, landowners, and agri-food stakeholders around the topic of Carbon Farming, as itis a
new and developing area. In 2026, a “knowledge transfer plan” will be developed.


https://ec.europa.eu/info/food-farming-fisheries/key-policies/common-agricultural-policy_en

