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1. Important Note to all NMP Users: - Clear your cache today! 

CTRL+F5 for desktop or FN+F5 for laptops and if there are still issues do a full Clear Cache (delete 

browsing history all time) How to Clear your Cache 

 

2. Milking Platform and the 6th NAP 

Teagasc NMP is working on delivering the 6th NAP requirements under the Milking Platform and this work is 

ongoing but not yet completed. 

As part of this system upgrade there are now improvements to (Section 8 NMP Bulletin 52) the 3km Pin 

drop.  

New Development from the date of this Bulletin - In land setup for dairy plans, users can drop a pin to the 

centre of the BISS parcel where the Milking parlour is as per DAFM document DAFM Q&A Milking Platform  

The buttons in red, allow users to drop a pin (or multiple pins if there are multiple milking platforms). 

 Users must turn on the milking platform layer in layer control panel first for the 3km circle to appear on the 

map (it was defaulted to on but feedback from users is to default the layer to off). 
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https://teagasc.ie/wp-content/uploads/uploads/media/website/environment/soil/NMP-Bulletin-52-final-8th-March-2026.pdf
https://assets.gov.ie/static/documents/cb17f2d1/FAQ_on_Nitrates_Milking_Platform_Measure_27042026.pdf
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The Milking platform layer can be selected in layers as per below and when turned on users will see some 

plots with a green fill and some with a red fill. See default green and red explanations below. 

Green plots = grassland crops and within the 3Km of the pin drop. These are eligible to be part of the 

milking platform. 

Red plots are tillage, horticulture, commonage crop types and any other non-grassland plots in the 3km 

range and those outside of the 3km range. 

 

 

Legend appears as below. 
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Users can click into these plots and check the status – see below and can toggle over and back (Blue 

rectangle) 

 

• Meets Grassland Eligibility Rules = Yes where it’s a grassland crop type so eligible to be included 

in the milking platform if within the 3Km range. 

• Overlaps Milking Platform Area = Yes where any part of the plot is within the 3km range. 

• Where a user wishes to de-select a grassland plot from the Milking Platform (MP), this can be 

done by ticking this section below (MP exclude). 

• NOTE: NMP works off plots and DAFM will work off parcels that fall into the 3km range so plots in 

NMP that are outside the 3km pin range may also be eligible (this plot may be part of a parcel that 

falls within the 3 km) and can be selected as part of the MP. 

• Example below is a grassland plot, in the 3Km range but is not part of the milking platform as 

declared on BISS, and the user must tick the MP exclude (plot will turn red) 
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• Example below is a plot that is grassland outside of the 3km range (could be eligible to be 

included as part of the MP if the BISS parcel is within the 3Km range. User can tick the tick box for 

the MP and this will turn the plot green. 

 

• NMP will then highlight to the user if there are conflicts to the Milking Platform rules 

o Outside of the 3km of the milking parlour PIN and Grassland crops 

o Inside of the 3Km, and a grassland crop but the user has deselected the plot as part of the 

MP 

• This is the section below that highlights milking parlour conflicts 

 

• Clicking in the triangle will change the plot back to MP on NON MP depending on the conflict. 

• The symbol on the right will bring the user to the plot (Zoom to) 
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3. DAFM Clarification on silage for sale and reseeding allowances - August 2025 

The silage for sale crops in the 6th NAP is from the tables in Appendix 1 and has been built into 

NMP https://teagasc.ie/wp-content/uploads/uploads/media/website/environment/soil/NMP-

Bulletin-53-V20.2-2nd-April-2026.pdf  

The 6th NAP is available at https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2025/si/588/made/en/pdf  

 

DAFM have clarified that the Bonus P for reseeding these silage/hay crops for sale is permitted: 

The 15kg P/ha for reseeding is added to the silage/hay for sale crops where there are soil 

samples at P index 1, or 3. 

 

If there is no Soil Sample: Unsampled plots default to Index 3 and still qualify for the bonus 

where previous years GSR defaults the P index to 3. 

If the plot is overlaid by the Organic Matter Layer: Index 1 or 2 plots forced to Index 3 by organic 

matter rules still qualify for the bonus. 

The Exception: Only plots with a proven P Index 4 are excluded. 

There are four new crops in NMP as below to give these allowances 

 

 

4. Eco Scheme Silage/Hay for sale warning & report lock 

DAFM have confirmed that a farm cannot select AP3 (Eco-scheme reduced N) and get silage for sale  N 

allowances as they are limited to the Eco-scheme reduced N. A new warning which locks down reports is 

now in NMP where these two occur in an NMP. The first warning below already exists but from the date of 

this deployment the second warning will appear where crop type for sale and Eco-scheme are selected in 

the same NMP 
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https://teagasc.ie/wp-content/uploads/uploads/media/website/environment/soil/NMP-Bulletin-53-V20.2-2nd-April-2026.pdf
https://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2025/si/588/made/en/pdf
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5. New warning: Derogation rules 80:20 % non-Grass  

Farmers with over 20% tillage land are ineligible for a Nitrates Derogation, and NMP Online now 

displays a warning to flag this issue. 

 
Warning! Derogation has been applied for. The Derogation Grassland % should be 80% or 

greater; (80:20 rule for derogation; commonage excluded from the calculation). This is not 

permitted in derogation. 

 

6. Catch Crops 

Catch crops should not be a crop in any NMP for 2026 as there are no catch crop N and P allowances in the 

Nitrates Action Plan. 

If you see the following warnings, you have selected one of the out of date Catch Crop types or animal 

types and will have to select a different crop type in the land setup page or animal type in the livestock no 

and housing page. 

 

 

7. Plan settings Improvements 

In this NMP Bulletin 52 section seven clarifies how to do NMP’s for stocking rate alterations and new 

entrants to farming. 

For 2026 NMP’s where Stocking Rate Alterations apply, go to plan settings and the general settings tab the 

“Use Historic Grassland Stocking Rate” will be defaulted to Yes, however if the NMP is being completed for 

New Entrants or stocking rate alterations, as defined above you select No for Historic Grassland Stocking 

Rate and NMP will apply the correct calculations for fertiliser allowances. Where no is selected the fertilizer 

allowances will be based on the projected SR in the current plan year, this is based on the livestock 

numbers included in the plan. 

DAFM have confirmed that where NMP’s are created for stocking rate alterations and new entrants to 

farming, that Eco-scheme (AP3 Reduced N), cannot be selected. A new warning is built into NMP to ensure 
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users do not make this error. Where plan settings use Historic GSR is selected as no and where Eco-scheme 

is selected as yes, this warning appears and the NMP us Historic GSR is corrected. 

Example below: 

User has selected “Use Historic GSR” as No, as the farm had stocking rate alterations in the previous 

year or is a new entrant to farming in 2026 

A. User has selected Eco-scheme as yes 

B. Note: Where "Eco-Scheme Reduced N = YES", "Use Historic Grassland Stocking Rate" in General 

Settings will always default too "YES". Return to General Settings and check that the value in Prev Yr 

GSR/ha (before Imports & Exports) is correct as this will determine N allocations. 0 should be used 

for "New Entrants" to farming. 

C. System resets the Use Historic GSR to Yes and it is greyed out to prevent the user selecting the 

incorrect option 

D. If the user de-selects Yes for Eco-scheme the use historic GSR becomes active to edit 
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8. Clarification on plan settings 

Plan settings set the rules by which fertiliser allowances are calculated and there are guidelines below. 
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9. Derogation YesYear1 (Bug in system) 

Prior to the date of this bulletin the P allowances for Derogation Yes Year 1 were incorrect. This is following 

clarification from DAFM 6th Nitrates. 

 

The correct P allowances have now been built into NMP for 2026 NMP’s onwards – NMP users are advised 

to cross check these plans to ensure correct allowances have been given to clients who are new to 

derogation (New Derogation Applicants in 2026). 

 

A new derogation applicant as per the derogation Terms and Conditions 2026 are defined below. 

 

 

10. DAFM Clarification on Eco-scheme and fertiliser allowances 

DAFM have confirmed (May 2026); that where AP3 (Eco-scheme reduced N); is selected that the lower N 

allowances must be applied regardless of being in derogation or not and regardless of all other rules that 

apply to NMP’s such as previous years GSR, >5% tillage on holdings etc. 

NMP has all these rules built into the system so users can be confident that where plan settings have been 

selected correctly and Eco-scheme is yes. 

Any plans that include eco scheme should be checked as allowance may change in some cases. 

11. User improvements. 

Recent work has been completed, and users should see improvements in speed on mapping and reports. 

There was work done in the background to speed this process up for better user experience. 
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12. Appendix 1 – 6th NAP – Silage for Sale 
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