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Trends in carcase weightsTrends in carcase weights

78.478.420092009

747420052005

68.468.419991999

Average WeightAverage Weight

(kg)(kg)
YearYear

PigSys Reports



WhatWhat’’s your ideal weight range?s your ideal weight range?

 Variation on MinVariation on Min--Max weight limits betweenMax weight limits between
slaughter plantsslaughter plants -- customer preferencecustomer preference

 Ensure you fall within these bands forEnsure you fall within these bands for allall carcassescarcasses
not just averagenot just average

 Carcass outside bands are penalisedCarcass outside bands are penalised

-- Deduction per kilo for total carcass weightDeduction per kilo for total carcass weight

-- No payment above specified weightsNo payment above specified weights

 AimAim -- Get paid for every kiloGet paid for every kilo !!



Selecting Pigs for SaleSelecting Pigs for Sale

11011077.577.5Minimum Live Weight kgMinimum Live Weight kg

78787171Kill Out Assumed %Kill Out Assumed %

85.585.55555Carcase weight kgCarcase weight kg

MaximumMaximumMinimumMinimum

Maximum



Dead Weight Variation
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Feed per Pig kg : PigSys 2009Feed per Pig kg : PigSys 2009

Total Feed
Per Pig

293 kg

Sow 52 kg

Creep 3 kg

Weaner 42 kg

Link 7 kg

Finisher 189 kg

60% of feed used

55% of total cost

Higher Wt = More
Feed



Efficient use of finisher feedEfficient use of finisher feed
is critical !!is critical !!

USE
FINISHER

FEED
EFFICIENTLY



Financial Impact of FCEFinancial Impact of FCE

1.641.64Effect +0.1 FCE: Extra Feed Cost / pigEffect +0.1 FCE: Extra Feed Cost / pig €€

255255Finisher Feed per tonneFinisher Feed per tonne €€

6.436.43Effect +0.1 FCE: Extra Feed / pig kgEffect +0.1 FCE: Extra Feed / pig kg

64.364.3Weight Gain kgWeight Gain kg

100.8100.8Finish Weight kgFinish Weight kg

36.536.5Start Weight kgStart Weight kg



US National Swine &US National Swine &
Nutritional GuideNutritional Guide

Liveweight & FCE
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Deadweight & Backfat
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Weight Range, FCE & CostWeight Range, FCE & Cost

62.762.72462462.932.9336 to 12036 to 120

53.353.32092092.822.8236 to 11036 to 110

44.444.41741742.722.7236 to 10036 to 100

Feed CostFeed Cost
per pig (per pig (€€))

FeedFeed
Intake KgIntake Kg

FeedFeed
ConversionConversion

WeightWeight
Range (kg)Range (kg)



Boar & Gilt NutritionBoar & Gilt Nutrition

 Boars have a better FCE then giltsBoars have a better FCE then gilts

 From 50 kg+ nutritional requirements for giltsFrom 50 kg+ nutritional requirements for gilts
is estimated 10% less then boars (English, 1996)is estimated 10% less then boars (English, 1996)

 Over supply of nutrients is costly andOver supply of nutrients is costly and
deteriorates ADG & FCE further (Gill, 1988)deteriorates ADG & FCE further (Gill, 1988)



Mixed pensMixed pens

 Currently Mixed pens = Average 104 liveweightCurrently Mixed pens = Average 104 liveweight

at slaughterat slaughter

Could you split sex ?Could you split sex ?

 Boars = 109 kgsBoars = 109 kgs

Average 104 kgsAverage 104 kgs liveweightliveweight

 Gilts = 99 kgsGilts = 99 kgs
Better FCE



Finisher Performance 2009Finisher Performance 2009

2.552.552.772.77Feed ConversionFeed Conversion

822822828828Daily gain gDaily gain g

= 2094209422942294Daily Feed Intake gDaily Feed Intake g

101101104104Sale Wt. live kgSale Wt. live kg

35.335.336.136.1Start Weight kgStart Weight kg

Top 25%Top 25%
(FCE Wean(FCE Wean –– Sale)Sale)

AverageAverage

PigSys Report 2009

500 Sow Unit

=

€38,000
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Boar TaintBoar Taint

 Unpleasant odour released at cooking.Unpleasant odour released at cooking.

 Increases with larger pigs.Increases with larger pigs.

 More related to age than weight.More related to age than weight.

 Risk with tighter weight range at processingRisk with tighter weight range at processing
plant.plant.
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 Every 3% space decrease = 1% feed intake decreaseEvery 3% space decrease = 1% feed intake decrease

 If insufficient space for heavier pigs thenIf insufficient space for heavier pigs then dondon’’tt try it !!try it !!

 Floor area guidelines as follows:Floor area guidelines as follows:

990.850.85109109

880.750.75100100

660.550.556060

FtFt22mm22Exit Weight kgExit Weight kg

Space AllowanceSpace Allowance



Points to Ponder !!Points to Ponder !!

 What isWhat is mymy FCE ?FCE ?

 At what slaughter weight does my backfatAt what slaughter weight does my backfat
significantly increase?significantly increase?

 What is my ideal slaughter weight with present spaceWhat is my ideal slaughter weight with present space
available?available?

 Can I increase weight further within processor limit?Can I increase weight further within processor limit?

 Should I consider split sexing & split feeding?Should I consider split sexing & split feeding?



Thanks for your attention !!Thanks for your attention !!


