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Why certification? What is it? 



Certification schemes 

Environment 
• VOICE/IPCC 
• An Taisce 
• Evelyn Moorkens & Associates 
• Birdwatch Ireland/Heritage Council 

(shared seat) 

Social 
• GMIT 
• the Swans and the Snails Ltd.  
• Tree Care Ireland 
• Wicklow Uplands Council 

Economic 
• Coillte 
• Teagasc 
• Purser Tarleton Russell Ltd.  
• IFA 

Environment: 
• Tree Council  
• Central Fisheries Board 
• Crann 
• Irish Natural Forestry Foundation 

(resigned July 2009) 

Social: 
• Irish Sports Council 
• ICTU 
• IFA 
• Society of Irish Foresters 
• Leader 

Economic: 
• ITGA 
• Coillte 
• Forestry management companies 
• Panel board mills 





Two types of certification 

Forest Management (FM) certification  
• 3 FSC FM certificates 

• Coillte (www.coillte.ie) 

• The Irish Forestry Unit Trust (www.iforut.ie)  

• An Grupa Dubh Dara (www.pfci.ie) 

• No PEFC FM certificates yet 

Chain of Custody (CoC) certification  
• 83 FSC CoC certificates incl. Bord na Mona, Munster 

Joinery and all major Irish sawmills 

• 40 PEFC CoC certificates incl. Smurfit Kappa, Munster 
Joinery, etc. 

http://www.pfci.ie/


Steps towards certification:  

1. Is your forest ready for certification? 

2. Contact FSC / PEFC accredited certification bodies 
1. Provide ‘basic’ information to CB (CB will provide guidance) 

2. Obtain quotations on the cost and time required 

3. Carefully review/compare different quotes, sign contract 

4. Detailed certification audit 
1. Field visits, documents review, interviews 

5. Decision of certification body 

6. Compliance 
1. Full compliance: certificate issued 

2. Incomplete compliance: implement changes, apply for new audit 

FSC / PEFC Certificates  
• valid for five years, annual audits will take place 



FM Certification bodies 

FSC Ireland accredited certification bodies 

• Control Union www.cucert.co.uk/group.php  

• SGS www.sgs.ie  

• Soil Association www.sacert.org/woodmark  

• Other applications are being processed 

PEFC Ireland accredited certification bodies 

• Applications are being processed 

http://www.cucert.co.uk/group.php
http://www.sgs.ie/
http://www.sacert.org/woodmark


Costs 

Certification is expensive (group certification?) 

Ways to reduce costs 

• acreage, number of forest owners, current management 
practices, external assistance required, accredited CB, etc. 

Certification costs (guesstimate)  

• large variations: some certs linked to contracts 

• costs are much lower in rest of Europe 
• detailed management plans, longer established, larger groups 

• €30-40/ha, €1-2/t 

New models are being investigated  

• e.g. FSC CeFCo Certification, PEFC online application tool 



Management plan 1 

Management system is certified, not the forest! 

Prepare a detailed management plan 
• Land Registry documents 

• Objectives  

• Prepare a detailed inventory 

• Safety plan with detailed maps 

• Operational plan 
• Thinning systems, thinning control methods 

• Overview of annual operations per compartment 

• Restructuring measures: age profile, species diversity 

• Records (and maps)  
• past management, timber sales, archaeology, fisheries, designated 

areas, extraction routes, stacking areas, forest roads, etc. 



P7 – management plan 2 

A timber inventory 

A non-timber forest products and services inventory 

A statement identifying the key ecosystem services 

Sites of special cultural, economic and religious 
significance (2.2.2) 

Habitat map (6.1.1) 

Catchment and boundary map (6.1.2) 

Designated areas (6.2.6) 

Areas protected under 6.4.1 and 6.4.2 

Features of particular significance for conservation 
(6.2.3). 



Summary 

(International) markets demand timber certification 

• Certification will gradually become a necessity for many  

• EUTR and other regulations vs certification schemes? 

Certification is expensive 

• You can reduce costs  

There are differences between schemes 

• Go for the scheme that suits your needs/markets best 

Group certification appears to be the way forward for 
Ireland’s 16,000+ private forest owners 



Websites of interest 

Teagasc Forestry Development Department 
www.teagasc.ie/forestry  

 

PEFC Ireland www.pefc.ie  

 

FSC Ireland ie.fsc.org   

http://www.teagasc.ie/forestry
http://www.pefc.ie/
https://ie.fsc.org/

