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Welcome Commissioners, Minister, VIPs from FBD who co-funded this magnificent

development, officials from the Dept, members of the Teagasc Authority, colleagues from

universities, industry and dairy farmers

The opening of this fine facility today is a major milestone in the history of this campus which

was established in 1961 to provide for the research and development needs of the Irish dairy

industry. Throughout that period, Paddy O’Keeffe was a giant on the Irish agriculture

landscape and he was a fantastic supporter of this centre, the people here and the work that

they did. It is very fitting that this building bears his name, and I would like to extend a very

warm welcome to his family. I would also like to thank FBD who so generously co-funded

this building along with the state. That company have been great supporters of Teagasc and

Irish agriculture, and have been a catalyst for many important initiatives, with this donation

being a particularly large and generous one.

Moorepark is globally renowned for its research and development of sustainable grass-

based systems of milk production, and associated dairy processing research. We also carry

out our pig research here. In recent years, we have moved away from a centre-based

approach to a programme and platform approach. So our research programme for beef and

sheep is led from here and we have platforms which service the entire ruminant sector

where appropriate. For example, the same team of people deal with genetics and breeding

in dairy, beef and sheep, and we have one team of grassland researchers who service dairy,

beef and sheep.

As well as research, this new centre will play a very important role in education and

extension. In education, we have developed 2 very innovative courses with UCD. The first

is the Dairy Business degree, a level 8 course where students spend a full semester here,

sitting side by side with the country’s top dairy researchers which is a unique opportunity for

these students. The second is the Diploma in Dairy Farm Management, where again

students spend a significant amount of time located here in Moorepark. As I said, these

programmes were developed in partnership with UCD with whom Teagasc has a long and

deep relationship which is reflected in an agreement signed in 2011 to operate as the

National Agricultural Partnership. Delighted to see Dr. Karina Pierce here today from UCD

who is also a member of the Teagasc Authority. I am also delighted to welcome here ……..

from UCC with whom Teagasc has a long-standing relationship in food research, which

culminated in the Food Research Alliance between our organisations.

Teagasc is the largest public research entity outside of the University Sector in Ireland.

Moorepark is the largest of our centres and is the largest state centre for research outside of

the universitiesOn site here we have over 420 people working here including 135 graduate

students, mainly studying for PhDs.



We spend €22 million on research on this campus here in Moorepark. The DAFM are the

main funder contributing €13.5 through the GIA to Teagasc and the Stimulus and FIRM

funding which are both very important to Teagasc. Dairy farmers of Ireland contribute €1.5m

per year in a levy for which we are very grateful and I hope they agree that we put it to good

use. The EU’s Framework programmes and now H2020 are very important sources of

funding for Teagasc, with over €1 million income per year to researchers based in

Moorepark. Examples of projects we were or are involved in are Robustmilk related to dairy

cow breeding, Multisward related to grassland management, Autograss milk related to tools

for precision grazing management, AnimalChange related to mitigation and adaptation to

climate change, and many more. The rest of our funding comes from other Irish funding

agencies like SFI, sales of produce, and income from collaborative and contract research

with food companies is worth over €3 million annually.

We have ambitious plans for the future of this campus. As well as this fine building here, we

have just started construction of a state of the art pig research and biotest facility, costing €3

million. We are about to embark on a €10 m investment in our pilot plant Moorepark

Technology Limited which is being co-funded by the dairy industry. We have plans for a

Food Innovation Hub at Moorepark that would allow companies to rent a suite of labs and

locate some of their staff here, and then use the pilot plant facility and collaborate with our

world class researchers. We would also like to develop an advanced facility for pasture

improvement that would allow us to develop and apply the next generation of genotyping,

phenotyping and agronomy tools so that Moorepark is truly a global centre of excellence for

R&D of grass-based dairy production.

Finally, I would like to thank my colleagues here in Moorepark whose hard work and

dedication has built a reputation that secured the donation from FBD. Paddy would not want

us to rest on our laurels or spend long celebrating the opening of this facility, so we look

forward to continuing excellent work here that will contribute to the sustainable growth and

development of grass-based dairying.


