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1. Identify current communication methods nationally
and internationally and establish which methods are
suitable for a dairy research farm

2. Establish if the students on a research farm have a
greater understanding of research results in comparison
to those who are not

3. Establish the degree of understanding farmers currently
have in relation to research findings and identify
opportunities to improve the dissemination of these
findings

4. Identify the attitudes and needs of dairy advisors and
teachers in relation to the dissemination of research
findings

4th November 2016 KT Conference



4th November 2016 KT Conference 4

Methodology

Obj 1

Obj 2

Obj 4

Obj 3
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Findings to date - Students

• Students most preferred method of receiving
research findings was via text message with 38.3%
choosing this method (n=94)

Objective 2
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Findings to date - Students

• No student from Ballyhaise (n=24) knew the exact
research topic

• Five mentioned either “crossbreeding” or “breeding”

• Seven students from Clonakilty (n=20) mentioned a
variation of “clover and different grass species”

• 11 further students mentioned “clover”

Objective 2



4th November 2016 KT Conference 7

Findings to date - Farmers

• 38% members and 62% non-members of Discussion Groups

• 10% knew the research in Ballyhaise over last 3 years

• 60% said they knew the research but upon questioning did
not actually know

• 30% said they did not know the research

Mean Min Max

Age (years) 48.77 24 82

Land (Ha) 64.87 9 283

Land around
parlour (Ha)

32.79 9 110

No. of cows 79.32 15 250

Objective 3

Mean Calving date
Stocking rate
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Findings to date - Farmers

• 47% of farmers felt that the Ballyhaise research
farm was not of relevance to them

• Reasons:

➢Land is better in Ballyhaise – 46.7%

➢Cow breed – 33.3%

➢Labour units – 13.3%

Objective 3
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Findings to date - Farmers
• Farmers most preferred method of receiving

current research findings was via text message
with 26% choosing this method (n=100)

• Going forward, a smartphone app was the most
preferred method (29%) chosen to receive the
findings from Ballyhaise (n=100)

Objective 3
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Ballyhaise Dairy Twitter



Video Update
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Conclusions to date

• There is a need to improve the dissemination of
research findings to both students and farmers

• There appears to be a disconnect between farmers
and the Ballyhaise research farm

• Students on research farms need to benefit from
having this resource close at hand

• Twitter and YouTube are proven successful as
means of dissemination so far
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Thank You
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