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1. Identify current communication methods nationally
and internationally and establish which methods are
suitable for a dairy research farm

2. Establish if the students on a research farm have a
greater understanding of research results in comparison
to those who are not

3. Establish the degree of understanding farmers currently
have in relation to research findings and identify
opportunities to improve the dissemination of these
findings

4. Identify the attitudes and needs of dairy advisors and
teachers in relation to the dissemination of research
findings
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¢ Trial communication methods and track engagement
¢ Literature review and organisations outside Ireland

¢ Cross-sectional survey with Teagasc Level 6 Advanced
Certificate in Dairy Herd Management students (n=94)

e Cross-sectional survey of Lakeland/LacPatrick milk suppliers
(n=100)

* Focus group with dairy advisors in the region
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Findings to date - Students

Students most preferred method of receiving
research findings was via text message with 38.3%
choosing this method (n=94)

Students preferred method of receiving the findings of currentdairy
research (n=94)

B Email

51.3% B Text message
OBy post

O Social media

B Print media

O Other (please specify)

4.3%
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Findings to date - Students

No student from Ballyhaise (n=24) knew the exact
research topic

Five mentioned either “crossbreeding” or “breeding”

Seven students from Clonakilty (n=20) mentioned a
variation of “clover and different grass species”

11 further students mentioned “clover”

Research  The effect of breed on milk production per cow/ha,
Ballyhaise reproductive performance, grass utilisation

Research The effect of tetraploid and diploid swards sown with and
Clonakilty without white clover on the productivity of spring milk
production systems



Findings to date - Farmers

Age (years) 48.77
Land (Ha) 64.87 9 283

Land around 3279 9 110
parlour (Ha)
No. of cows 79.32 15 250

38% members and 62% non-members of Discussion Groups
10% knew the research in Ballyhaise over last 3 years

60% said they knew the research but upon questioning did
not actually know

30% said they did not know the research
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Findings to date - Farmers

e 47% of farmers felt that the Ballyhaise research
farm was not of relevance to them

* Reasons:
>[and is better in Ballyhaise — 46.7%
>Cow breed — 33.3%
>[abour units —13.3%



Findings to date - Farmers

Farmers most preferred method of receiving
current research findings was via text message
with 26% choosing this method (n=100)

Going forward, a smartphone app was the most
preferred method (29%) chosen to receive the

findings from Ballyhaise (n=100)

Farmers preferred method of receiving the
findings of current dairy research (n=100)

9% 11%

Hemail

12%
B text message
® by post

26% M social media

14% B print media

® online media sources

advisor

24%

Farmers preferred method of receiving the findings from
Ballyhaise going forward (n=100)

1%
\}1%

® updates at discussion
group meeting

® regular email updates

m smartphone app

M podcast

® online media
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Teagasc Ballyhaise
Dairy Research Herd
18th October 2016

Ballyhaise Dairy Update

TeagascMedia
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Conclusions to date

There is a need to improve the dissemination of
research findings to both students and farmers

There appears to be a disconnect between farmers
and the Ballyhaise research farm

Students on research farms need to benefit from
having this resource close at hand

Twitter and YouTube are proven successful as
means of dissemination so far
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