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(Potocnik, 2015) 

The Bioeconomy 



Opportunities in Ireland  

 Ireland as a high potential candidate in the bioeconomy 

 Abundant renewable resources 

 Thriving agriculture and marine sectors 

 Growing forestry development 

 Well-respected food industry  

 Innovative research and development capabilities  

 

 However, Ireland is only beginning to tap into new bioeconomic 

opportunities 

 

 Mainstream and niche opportunities…. 
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BioÉire: a bioeconomy for Ireland 

• Launched April 2015  (DAFM/Stimulus Research Grant) to assess the 
feasibility and facilitate the pursuit of bioeconomy opportunities in Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 

• Aims to evaluate the growth opportunities, policies and initiatives shaping 
Ireland’s transformation to a sustainable, low carbon economy and 
identify bioeconomy priorities for Ireland to maximise national income, 
exports and job creation.  

 

• To identify up to 8 commercial opportunities, assess their technical, 
economic and environmental viability for future development 
 

• Make recommendations on the development frameworks necessary to 
underpin their exploitation  

 

• Knowledge base for national strategy 
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BioÉire workflow and responsibilities  



Towards a National Bioeconomy… 

• Societal: help society live within its limits, decouple economic growth from 

environmental degradation 

• Political: realise existing policy or newly defined objectives 

• Economic: stimulate economic performance & new market opportunities 

• Environmental: realise environmental objectives e.g. GHG, waste 

• Social: rural development and livelihoods 

 

How will international bioeconomy principles be translated into an Irish context?  

Who needs to be involved? Who will benefit?  

What should Ireland prioritise? 

 

• ReValue Protein approach = just one, but necessary, element of a 

successful Irish bioeconomy and the need to enhance the sustainability of 

our meat industry 
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BioÉire Final Dissemination Event – 20th March (TBC) 

 

    

 

 

Email: laura.devaney@teagasc.ie  
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Thank you! 

 
 

Funded by the Department of Agriculture, Food and 

the Marine’s competitive research programme 
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