DRYSTOCK FODDER
PLAN-WINTER 2018

SECTION 1. WHAT FODDER IS REQUIRED ON YOUR FARM NEXT WINTER?

A B C
Animal Type No. of Stock to be Number of Months | Pit Silage Needed / Total Tonnes of
kept over Winter animal / month Silage Needed

Multiply Ax-BxC

Suckler cows 1.4

O-1year old 0.7

1-2 year old 1.3

2+ year old 1.3

Ewes 015

Total tonnes needed

Total bales needed (tonnes multiplied by 1.25)

SECTION 2. CALCULATE SILAGE MADE TO DATE

Area (Acres) Yield t/acre Total yield (t)
1st Cut Silage 10* X
Number of bales Yield/bale Total yield (t)
Bales Made 2018 10* Y
Silage left over from 2017 Tonnes | y 4 |
SURPLUS OR SHORTAGE?
( X+ Y+ Z)—( W) = tonnes

To build 1 months reserve of silage (W-B)

additional tonnes needed
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TAKE ACTION NOW IF YOU ARE SHORT OF SILAGE
1. Start planning now for winter 2018
2. Once you have at least 50-60% of your winter silage requirements, you have options available.
3. There is no single strategy to building a reserve for next winter.
It's a combination of actions that will help you:
A) Reduce demand for winter feed by:
i. Reducing stock numbers before the winter
ii. Sell off cull cows / empty cows (scan cows early)

iii. Sell store cattle

B) Grow more grass.

Apply extra fertilizer to enable surplus bales to be removed during the main grazing season. Take a 2nd
cut of silage in order to meet your require-ments. See table 1 below relating to fertilizer requirements.

C) Reassess the situation in early August to ensure you have met your requirement

Table 1:- 2nd Cut Silage N, P & K Req. (off-takes)3, 4 Based on Grass Yield & Fertilizer Programmes

Fertilizer Options'

Grass Yield (ton N kg/ha P kg/ha K kg/ha Cattle
DM/ha)? (units/ac) (units/ac) (units/ac) No Slurry’ Slurry
gal/ac
2 oG 8 (6) (o) 2 bags/ac 15-3-20 1,500gals/ac
(4t/ac fresh grass)® J2 oSS 1bags/ac CAN
3 3 bags/ac 15-3-20 2,000gals/ac
(6t/ac fresh grass)® 75 (60) 12 (10) 75 (60) 0.75 bags/ac CAN 2 bags/ac CAN
4 4 bags/ac 15-3-20 2,500gals/ac
(8t/ac fresh grass)® el o) 16 (13) 190 (e 0.75 bags/ac CAN 2.75 bags/ac CAN

' Protected urea can replace CAN as N source. 2 Apply 4kg P & 25kg K per tonne of grass dry matter (DM). 3 N, P & K advice for crop off
takes based on grass DM yield at harvest time.  Apply additional P & K for soil fertility build after grass harvest refer to Teagasc Green
Book for specific rates. 5Fresh grass @ 20% DM.

DON'T FORGET SULPHUR (S)
For 2nd cut grass silage crops apply 10 to 15kg S/ha per cut.
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