MANAGEMENT OF
PURCHASED CALVES

PURCHASED CALVES

- Calves should be at least 14 to 21 days old and have good weight
for age (45 to 50 kg at 2 weeks of age).

« Choose calves that have been fed sufficient colostrum.

- Select calves from as few sources as possible.

MANAGEMENT OF PURCHASED CALVES AT ARRIVAL ON FARM

« Check calves for signs of illness.

» Within 2-3 hours of arrival on farm feed a good rehydration
electrolyte as a first feed.

- Take rectal body temperatures.

- Take sick animals to a sick pen for diagnosis and possible
treatment by or upon advice of a veterinarian.

« Treat calves with temperatures over 39.5°C (103.1°F).

Consult with your vet regarding choice of vaccine against
calf pneumonia. Vaccines should be handled and stored
according to the manufactures directions.

o No vaccine will give 100% protection against a disease.
o Vaccines are a preventative not a cure.

o The most common reason for vaccine failure is incorrect
use of the vaccine.

Make a herd health plan with your vet before buying calves.
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HOUSING:

+ Reduced environmental stresses

« Provide dry draught free housing

« Over-stocking should be avoided

« Ventilation must be good to reduce the burden of infection and risk of mortality

« Dry, draught free housing will reduce the environmental stresses on calves and adequate
air changes resulting from good ventilation reduce the infection load on the calves.

HEALTHY CALF CHECK LIST

« Buy healthy calves (known source)

+ Healthy coat

- Feed 1: Feed electrolytes

+ Feed 2: 100 % calf milk replacer

+ Give multivitamin injection

+ Vaccinate against pneumonia

+ Place calves in a dry well-bedded pen that is draught free and yet adequately ventilated
- Keep clean fresh water available at calf’'s head height

+ Place fresh palatable concentrate with calves

« Keep a good “Stockpersons’ eye on purchased calves for the first 10 days
- Deal with any signs of sickness promptly

« Biosecurity - maintain
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