SAFELY HANDLING ANIMALS
ON A BEEF FARM

UNDERSTANDING WHAT PROMPTS ANIMALS TO MOVE
Approaching Animals

Most animals, like humans, have a comfort zone. The illustration below is specific to cattle but
the principles apply generally to other animals as well. A comfort or flight zone can be used to
effectively move cattle and other animals. This works best when the handler works at the edge
of the flight zone. These zones will vary from animal to animal and can be anywhere from five to
twenty-five feet. Deep invasion into the flight zone may cause panic and confusion. Learning the
principles of using the flight zone will allow a handler to move the herd safely.
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The animal’s “point of balance” is at it's shoulder. Cattle will move forward if the handler stands
behind the point of balance. They will back up if the handler stands in front of the point of balance.

The “flight zone” is the animal’s personal space, and the size of the flight zone is determined by the
animal’s wildness or tameness.
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CARE NEEDED WHEN HANDLING STOCK BULLS

Bulls are dangerous - but, just how dangerous are they?

Bull attacks account for over 27% of all livestock fatalities
on farms.

Only 1in 20 victims survives a bull attack.

Most bull attacks occur in stockyards or open fields.

Bulls have a “pecking order” and may bolt to avoid a
more dominant bull.

Breeding season is a high-risk time for bull attacks.

SEPARATION FROM THE HERD

May cause anxiety and unpredictable

SAFETY TIPS: behavi.our .

. New situations
1. Avoid unnecessary exposure to bulls. May cause anxiety and unpredictable
7 Work with another person. behaviour.

Cattle form a lasting impression of
painful or frightening events - may
4. Know your escape route. result in future handling problems.

3, Be aware of a bull’s position at all times.

lliness or injury
May cause unpredictable behaviour.

Kick toward injured side.

Calving

Cows can be aggressive when
protecting their young.
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