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Grass10 Campaign: 

The Role of Grazed Grass 
Grazed grass is the cheapest and most available feed for drystock production systems in Ireland. As an 
abundant natural resource, grass provides Irish farming with a significant competitive advantage for 
drystock production. Grass enables low-cost animal production and promotes a sustainable, high 
quality green image of meat production across the world. Recent industry reports (Food Harvest 2020 
and Food Wise 2025) have highlighted the important role grass can play in a profitable meat 
production industry. Through a combination of climate and soil type, Ireland possesses the ability to 
grow large quantities of high nutritive value grass which can be converted through grazing animals 
into high quality grass-based meat products. 

Our competitive advantage in drystock production can be explained by the relative cost of grass, 
silage and concentrate feeds. Therefore, increased focus on grass production and efficient utilisation 
of that grass should be the main driver for profitability of the livestock sector. A recent financial 
analysis by Teagasc demonstrated increased profit of €105/ha for every 1 tonne DM/ha increase in 
grass utilised. Additionally, environmental sustainability (carbon footprint, nutrient use efficiency, 
etc.) is also improved by increased grass utilisation. 

Future profitability in grass-based drystock production in Ireland will depend on an effective grass-
based system. However, currently Irish farmers are not using grass to best effect and there is a need to 
increase grass production and ensure efficient utilisation of that grass. 
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